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HAVE A NEW ADDRESS?
If you belong to a household receiving two or more Volksblatts, 
or if you have recently moved and have a new address, you 
can alleviate both situations simply by using the Change 
of Address Form printed in the Volksblatt. We ask that one 
Volksblatt per household be suffi cient.
 Also, the same form holds good for any of our members 
who would like to, but are not receiving the newspaper. If you 
are a member in good standing, you are entitled to receive 
our publication.

TSBA Bowling
Next Session
Youngstown

March 17, 2024
11:00 a.m. 

Holiday Bowl
777 Youngstown-

Poland Rd.
Struthers, Ohio 44571

(330) 755-1444
Dinner fol lowing

 @ Youngstown Saxon 
Club 

710 S. Meridian Rd.
Youngstown, Ohio 

44509
(330) 793-7973

We sadly report the death of ATS First Vice 
President, Robert B. Cunningham, III.  He died 
on Tuesday, February 27, at the age of 73 fol-
lowing many years of fi ghting non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, cancer, and fi nally, a serious lung 
infection/pneumonia the last few months.

Rob was born June 25, 1950, in Rochester, 
PA to Robert B. Cunningham, Jr. and Gertrude 
Ella (Anderson) Cunningham.  Rob graduated 
from Monaca High School in 1968.  He attend-
ed the Community College of Beaver County 
and received an Associate in Applied Science, 
majoring in Business Management.  In 1973, 
he was honorably discharged from the United 
States Navy after serving three years as a Hos-
pital Corpsman.  He worked for St. Joe Zinc, 
Aliquippa and Southern Railroad (LTV) and the 
Beaver County Head Start program.  He moved 
from Pennsylvania to Cleveland in 1983, hav-
ing started working in the ATS Home Offi ce as 
the Home Offi ce Secretary.  He retired in May, 
2023.

Rob is survived by his wife Patty, whom he 
married 46 years ago, in 1978; a son, Scott 
(Adriana); his granddaughter Gabriella; sister 
Terri Munroe (PJ); sister Carol Maples (Doug-
las); and numerous nieces and nephews.

Rob was very proud of his Transylvanian Sax-
on heritage.  His maternal ancestors came from 
Mediasch, Transylvania.   He enjoyed traveling 
to Transylvania and Germany on ATS spon-
sored trips over the years.  He spent his free 
time working on his family’s genealogy and col-
lecting clocks.

 Rob joined the ATS in 1979.  He was elect-
ed to the ATS Board of Directors in 1985 as a 
Trustee.  He was elected to the 3rd Vice Presi-
dent position in 1997 and the 1st Vice President 

On behalf of the ATS Board of Directors, I wish to 
extend our warmest condolences to the family of Rob-
ert B. Cunningham, III, the First Vice President of the 
ATS, who passed away on February 27, 2024, at the 
age of 73.  Rob worked in the ATS Home Offi ce for al-
most 40 years, starting in 1983 until his retirement in 
May, 2023.  He served on the ATS Board of Directors 
starting in 1985 as a Trustee before becoming 3rd Vice 
President in 1997 and then elected to 1st Vice Presi-
dent in 2002.  He was very proud of his Transylvanian 
Saxon heritage and he will be missed.  Please keep 
Rob’s family and friends in your prayers.

On another sad note, we send our sympathies to our 
friend, John Werner, President of the Transylvanian 
Saxons in Canada, on the death of his mother, Katha-
rina Werner.  John and his wife Helgard, have traveled 
to the United States for many Heimattags throughout 
the years as well as extending hospitality to our USA 
Saxons when traveling to Canada.  Please keep John’s 
family and friends in your prayers as well.

Did you know the Ides of March has a non-threaten-
ing history?  In the William Shakespeare’s play “Ju-
lius Caesar”, the soothsayer warns Julius Caesar to 
“Beware the Ides of March”.  Ever since that play, the 
phrase makes it seem as if the day itself is cursed.  On 
March 15, 44BC, a group of conspirators stabbed Ju-
lius Caesar to death in the Roman Senate.  Later, the 
day became infamous as the Ides of March.  However, 
the Ides of March once signifi ed the new year (March 
was the fi rst month of the Roman calendar) and meant 
that celebrations and rejoicing generally occurred.

The “Ides” was one of three ancient markers used to 
reference dates in relation to lunar phases.  Kalends 
and Nones were the two other markers.  The Romans 
did not count days in the month as simple numbers as 
we do, but backwards from one of three fi xed points 
in the month.  The Kalends are always the fi rst of 
the month.  The Nones fell on the 7th day of the long 
months (example: March and May) and on the 5th day 
of the other months.  The Ides fell on the 15th day if the 
month was long and the 13th if the month was short.  
So, Julius Caesar died on the Ides of March.  And the 
rest, as we say, is history.

Until next time….

Robert B. Cunningham, III
ATS 1st Vice President

1950 – 2024
†

Robert B. Cunningham, III
1950 – 2024

position in 2002.  He served or 
chaired almost all of the ATS 
committees over the years.  In 
addition, he was a Sales Deputy 
for the ATS.  He was a member 
of local ATS branches through-
out the years, as well as having 
been a member of the former 
Cleveland Westside Saxon Vets 
and bowled in the former TSBL 
(now the TSBA).  Rob received 
the Ehren Nadel (Saxon Honor 
Pin) in 1996.

We extend our heartfelt sym-
pathy to his family.  The Saxon 
community has lost a good 
friend.  Rob loved his family and 
friends and we were fortunate 
to have him as a member of our 
fraternal family.  May he rest in 
peace.



 

DEADLINE DATES FOR ARTICLES:
DEADLINE        ISSUE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20,  2024 FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2024
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2024 FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 2024
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2024 FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2024

THE  DEADLINE DATE FOR ARTICLES 
IS WEDNESDAY - 12 NOON.

 You may either
 E-MAIL: saxonvolksblatt@aol.com

POSTAL MAIL: 
 Saxon News Volksblatt 
 29076 Fall River Dr
 Westlake, OH 44145

Articles e-mailed will receive an e-mailed 
confi rmation by Noon Thursday. If you did not 
receive a confi rmation, please give us a call.

SECRETARIES TAKE NOTICE:

Please have your articles in by 12 Noon.

Did you miss the deadline? 
Have you emailed your article past 12 Noon? 
Please call Hanz Hermann at (440) 525-0020

       
The Saxon News Volksblatt (ISSN 0894 -1165), the offi cial 
publication of the Alliance of  Transylvanian Saxons, 5323 
Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio  44129-1503, is published       
Bi-weekly. 

Annual Subscription rate for non-ATS members
USA - $15; Canada and Europe - $50

Managing Editors HB Laser  Communications, 
29076 Fall River Dr, Westlake, Ohio 44145.

“Periodicals Postage Paid” at Cleveland, Ohio.
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Saxon News 
Volksblatt, 5323 Pearl Road,  Cleveland, Ohio 44129-1503

Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons
Home Offi ce:  5323 Pearl Rd., Cleveland, Ohio  44129

Telephone:  (440) 842-8442 FAX: 440-842-5442
E-mail: offi ce@atsaxons.com   Website: www.atsaxons.com

National Board of Directors
President -
 Denise Aeling Crawford  Br. 8  (330) 257-0267
 9415 Elsmere Dr, Parma OH 44130
Honorary Past Presidents-
 Thomas J. Manning  Br. 2 (814) 864-6072

3909 Schaper Ave #203 Erie PA 16508
 Joan Miller-Malue Br. 4 (216) 233-8631
 17105 Hilliard Rd., Lakewood, OH 44107
First Vice President -

Robert B. Cunningham III Br. 1  (216) 398-7520
 9005 Memphis Villas Blvd., Brooklyn, OH 44144-2426
Second Vice President -
 Monica M. Weber Br. 4  (440) 356-5936
Third Vice President -
 Randall Floyd Br. 26 (219) 798-6908
 1806 E 73rd Ave, Merrillville IN 46410
Secretary-

Monica F. Gilles,  Br. 5  (440) 309-7894
 3520 Beavercrest Dr, Apt 107, Lorain, OH 44053
Treasurer-
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 Barbara Spack Br 18 (330) 501-1491
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DONATION FOR SCHLOSS HORNECK 

Name___________________________________
Address_________________________________
City________________State______
Zipcode____________

Amount Donated $__________________

Please indicate if donation is in memory 
or honor of someone

 __________________________________

Schloss Horneck needs OUR help!

Schloss Horneck located in Gundelsheim, Germa-
ny is the international location for our Siebenbürger 
Sachsen to house Sachsen artifacts, books and other 
historical documents and records. It is important to our 
worldwide Sachsen community to help in the mainte-
nance expenses of this historical facility that will pre-
serve our Sachsen culture and heritage.

The Federation of Transylvanian Saxons requests 
donations to help in the funding of the facility.  If you 
are interested in giving a donation, please complete 
the form below and send to the ATS Home Offi ce, 
5323 Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 44129.  

Please make your check payable to the ATS.
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YOUNGSTOWN SAXON CLUB
710 S. Meridian Rd

PORK & KRAUT DINNER
MARCH 17, 2024

11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
$12.00

TAKE OUT AND EAT-IN
PUBLIC WELCOME

We had a very successful 
Chinese Auction/Sausage 
Dinner! We are so thankful 
for all our helpers that worked 
hard all weekend and to our 
members and friends who 
donated great items and 
monetary donations to make 
this event possible.  We are 
so grateful to the many that 
attended to make this fund-
raiser so successful. We had 
an enjoyable afternoon that 
will benefi t the Sachsenheim. 
We have the best members 
and friends!!

Our next event is Breakfast 
with the Easter Bunny that 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 23, 2024 at 10:00 
a.m. Invitations have been 
sent to our junior members 
of Branches 1, 4, 5, and 33.  
After breakfast we will be 
entertained by “Funny Bal-
loon Guy’ followed by the 
Egg Hunt. To make reserva-
tions text or call me at (216) 
233-8631 by March 18.  We 
need to know the names of 
the children and their ages. 
ATS Junior Members are 
free, adults $5.00 and non-
member children $10.00.

Our 250 Club year end ban-
quet will be held on Friday 
evening, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. 
Current 250 Club members 
will be receiving correspon-
dence and reservation form 
for the banquet. If you are 
not a member we hope that 
you consider joining.  More 
information is in this issue of 
the Volksblatt.

Reminder that our monthly 
meeting will be held on Mon-
day, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

BRANCH 4, 
CLEVELAND

By Joan Miller-Malue

Dieting? 
Check out these 

serving sizes

The size of one serving
The American Cancer So-

ciety says:
1 ounce meat is the size 

of a matchbox (eat 3 to 4 
ounces)

3 ounces fi sh: size of a 
checkbook

2 tablespoons peanut but-
ter: the size of a ping-pong 
ball

1 ounce cheese: the size of 
four dice

1/2 cup pasta: size of a 
tennis ball

1 apple or orange: size of a 
tennis ball

1 cup vegetables or fruit: 
size of a baseball

1 medium potato: size of a 
computer mouse

1/4 cup dried fruit: a small 
handful.
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ATS Branch 33 Cleveland East had its Bowl Where You Are Party on 
February 24. Awesome turnout!!  and sooo much fun.  
Thanks to Sharon Volpe and Cindy Schneider for organizing the event.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day and Happy Spring! Time sure is going 
by fast this year! We had our monthly meeting on March 4, were 
great attendance.  Thank you to Sister Thut for the delicious 
baked goods.

President Thut opened the meeting, and all was in order.
Dates to remember (information to follow):
Picnic -  June 30, 2024
Banquet at Lone Tree- September 15, 2024
Christmas Party - TBA
On our Sick list we wish Brother Morgen best wishes and all those 

who maybe not feeling well that we are unaware of at this time.
The Saxon Bowling party was held on March 4, with many in 

attendance.  It was a fun afternoon of bowling, pizza and good 
memories.  

Our next meeting will be April 1, at 7 p.m. This is not an April 
Fools joke.

May you and you families, and friends have a joyous Easter!

BRANCH 9, CHICAGO
By Rose-Marie Hauer

Chicago Br. 9 Bowling Party



Get your copy of the Saxon Memoirs!
Written by your fellow Saxons.

Copies are $25 each. 
Send checks payable to

ATS
5323 Pearl Road

Cleveland, OH 44129
Call the ATS Home Office at 

(440) 842-8442 for more information.
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FRATERNAL CALENDAR

LOCAL EVENTS
 March 16, 2024
  Youngstown Saxon Culture Group Sausage Sale
 March 23, 2024
  Cleveland West Chiildren‘s Easter Party
  New Castle Br. 25 German Meat Seminar and Tasting
 March 30, 2024
  Salem Saxon Club Easter Egg Hunt
 April 12, 2024
  Cleveland Sachsenheim 250 Club Banquet
 April 20, 2024
  Cleveland Sachsenheim Wild Game Night
  New Castle Br. 25 Halfway to Oktoberfest
 May 4, 2024
  Cleveland Saxon Dance Group Trachtenball
 May 12, 2024
  Cleveland Sachsenheim Mothers‘ Day Brunch
  Youngstown Saxon Club Mothers‘ Day Dinner
 June 26, 2024
  Cleveland Sachsenheim /GCM 
   Summer Pilsner Patio Party
 June 30, 2024
  Chicago Br. 9 Picnic
 August 24, 2024
  Cleveland Sachsenheim / GCM
  Summer Oktoberfest
 September 15, 2024
  Chicago Br. 9 Banquet, Lone Tree 
 September 28, 2024
  Cleveland Sachsenheim Clambake

NATIONAL EVENTS
 March 17, 2024
  TSBA Bowling - Youngstown
 April 6 - 7, 2024
  TSBA Season End Tournament - New Castle
 May 18 - 19, 2024
  ATS Convention Host: Youngstown, OH
 June 16 - 21, 2024
  Saxon Summer Camp Camp Frederick Rogers, OH
 July 5 - 19, 2024
  Federation International Jugendlager Host: Canada
 July 12 - 14, 2024
  North American Saxon Heimattag
   Kitchener, ON Canada
 July 27, 2024
  ATS Family Day at Waldameer
 October 19 - 20, 2024
  ATS Open Bowling Tournament
   Host: New Castle Bowlers
  

ATS Branch 1 Saxon 250 ClubATS BRANCH 1 
SAXON 250 CLUB

2024-2025
Prize List and Rules

  
1st Prize $1000.00
2nd Prize $ 800.00
3rd Prize $ 500.00
4th Prize $ 400.00
5th Prize $ 300.00
6th Prize  $ 200.00
7th Prize $ 100.00
8th Prize           $ 100.00
9th Prize           $ 100.00
10th Prize $ 50.00
**49 Weekly Prizes  
 $ 25.00
***One Special Prize                      
 $ 100.00
**A drawing will be held for 
50 weeks. The drawings will 
be held at our Branch meet-
ings.  
***Regular weekly winners 
will receive $25.  A special 
drawing of $100.00 will be 
held at the end of the 25th 
week for those who have 
paid a total of $50.00 into 
the club by the 25th week.  
 

MEMBERS MUST BE 
PAID IN FULL ONE WEEK 
PRIOR TO THE 25TH 
WEEK TO BE ELIGI-
BLE FOR THE SPECIAL 
DRAWING. 

1. The donation to join the 
club is $50.00.  Members 
will be assigned one num-
ber for each $50.00 contri-
bution.  

2. Payments must be 
made at least one week 
in advance of drawing to 
be eligible for the weekly 
$25.00 prize.  

3. Membership is open to 
all adults ages 18 and over 
- you do not need to be a 
Branch 1 or 4 Member.  

4. A maximum of 250 
numbers will be available.  
A member may purchase 
more than one number.  
Membership will be open 
on a first come first served 
basis. 

5. At the completion of the 
50 weeks, a dinner (free to 
paid members) will be held. 

6. Prizes will be drawn at 
the dinner.  Members need 
not be present to win.

7. In the event of a dispute 
regarding the rules, regula-
tions and ticket sales, the 
decision of the Rules Com-
mittee shall be final. 

To reserve your number, 
send a check for $50.00 
made payable to the Saxon 
250 Club to: 

Stephanie Miller
23500 Wingedfoot Dr
Westlake, OH  44145
216-647-3229
saxon250club@gmail.com

The ATS Branch 1 Saxon 
250 Club is inviting current 
and new members to join us 
for the 2024-25 club year.  
The cost to join will again be 
$50.00 for annual member-
ship.  This is a great opportu-
nity to support our club while 
taking a chance on some 
great prizes.  Beginning in 
April, we will draw numbers 
for 50 consecutive weeks and 
each winner will be awarded 
$25.00, with the exception of 
week 25 where a special prize 
of $100.00 will be awarded.  
At the end of the club year, 
each member will be entitled 
to one ticket to our year end 

banquet and will be entered 
into a grand prize drawing 
where cash prizes ranging 
from $50.00 - $1000.00 will be 
awarded (winner need not be 
present).  It is not necessary to 
be a Branch 1 or 4 member to 
join – membership is open to 
all adults ages 18 and older.  

If you are interested in 
joining, please make checks 
payable to Saxon 250 Club 
and mail to:

Stephanie Miller
23500 Wingedfoot Dr
Westlake, OH  44145
Should you have ques-

tions, please email us at-
250club@gmail.com.

Palm Sunday marks the 
beginning of Holy Week. 
Christian churches distrib-
ute palms on Palm Sunday to 
commemorate Jesus Christ’s 
triumphal entrance into Jeru-
salem.

On Holy Monday, Jesus 
drove out the money chang-
ers who were buying and 
selling in the temple of Jeru-
salem.

On Tuesday, Christ was 
questioned by the Jewish 
leaders and condemned by 
the Scribes and Pharisees.

On Wednesday of Holy 
Week, He taught in the tem-

Lead-up to Easter: Palm Sunday and Holy Week
 Palm Sunday, March 24,

 is the final Sunday before Easter. 
ple.

Maundy Thursday includ-
ed the Last Supper, the final 
meal with His disciples. In 
the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Jesus was betrayed by Judas 
Iscariot.

Good Friday is the solemn 
remembrance of Jesus’ death 
on the cross. All worship is 
marked by austerity and si-
lence.

Holy Saturday has been 
known as the Great Vigil.

Easter, March 31, is the 
most joyous day of the church 
calendar and celebrates the 
resurrection of Jesus.
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CHURCHES

St. Peter’s 
German and Saxon
Lutheran Church
11423 Chicago Rd.

Warren, Michigan 48093
(586) 979-3850 

stpeters _church@sbcglobal.net
www.stpeterswarren.org

10:00 Service 
Nursery

Coffee following service
Senior Circle

We remember our Sisters 
and Brothers who have 
departed this life in recent 
days. Our sincere sympathy 
is extended to the members 
of the bereaved families.                

Continued on Page 6

Saturday, March 30 
1:00 p.m.
Includes: 

Easter Egg Hunt
Visit from the Easter Bunny • Snacks

RSVP Number of Children
Dawn Jackson (330) 853-1229 ***
***Please note corrected number

Salem Saxon Club

Raymond A. Page
Age 78

Died: January 26, 2024
Home Branch

Loretta L. Kloos
Age 88

Died: January 28, 2024
Home Branch

Hannelore J. Thomas
Age 93

Died: February 8, 2024
Branch 30, Youngstown, OH

Richard J. Kalosky
Age 82

Died: February 17, 2024
Branch 30, Youngstown, OH

Robert B. Cunningham, III
Age 73

Died: February 27, 2024
Branch 1, Cleveland, OH

 
WESTSIDE SACHSENHEIM        7001 Denison Avenue

All ATS Junior Members of Branches 1, 4, 5 and 33 are invited 
to attend “Breakfast with the Easter Bunny” at no charge.

Breakfast will be served starting at 10:00 a.m.  
Following breakfast George the Funny Balloon Guy 

will entertain us with silly magic and balloon twisting.

After the entertainment is over, you will be invited
 to participate in an Easter Egg Hunt.  

All Children will have the opportunity to make a craft.
Make your reservations by calling or texting:

Joan Miller-Malue at 216-233-8631
If you reach the answering machine 

leave your name and telephone number .
Joan will call you back . . . OR

You can e-mail Joan at: miller-malue@cox.net
Joan will need to know the name and age 

of each child attending the party.

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS:  March 18th

MONTHLY MEETING
HICKORY HOUSE
550 Officenter Place
Gahanna, Ohio 43230
March 18, 2024
Time 12:00 Noon
Our meetings are the Third 

(3rd) Monday of the month.  
Remember to bring a 

canned good item, house-
hold product or other food 
item.  
“The generous will them-

selves be blessed, for they 
share their food with the 
poor.”
PRAYERS
Please keep long time ATS 

member, Paul Schaible, in 
your prayers.  Paul is facing 
physical challenges.  We 
wish him the best. Paul’s fam-

Through reading ‘The Co-
lumbus Germans’ by La Vern 
J. Rippley and reading an ar-
ticle and official guide to ‘The 
Ohio Adjunctant General’s 
Department, Ohio National 
Guard 1788,’ I learned that 
the German Military patriotic 
group militias and their bands 
actually preceded fraternal 
organizations.  
This first article will focus on 

the militia and band aspects 
of Germans.
On November 17, 1775, 

The Continental Congress 
created the artillery branch 
in the U.S. Army.  The Army 
Artillery Branch is 247 years 
old and the Ohio National 
Guard goes back to the Civil 
War.
Part of the German militia 

and artillery companies, in 
Columbus, was founded in 
1840.  It was called the First 
German Artillery Company.  It 
was created, and after only a 
few months, a rival company, 
The German Washington 
Artillery Company began.  
Both companies held regular 
training sessions.  Through 
their regimented training and 
they were recognized by 
their demonstrated military 
skills.  When the war with 
Mexico occurred in 1846 
they were a major part of 
the Ohio Volunteer Group.  
They were led by captains, 
Frankenburg and Jacob.  
They had hoped to retain 
their separate identity but 
were refused by then Ohio 
Governor, Moddecai Bartley.  
The governor alleged that 
because of language issues 
they were denied.  The West-
bote (German Newspaper) 
found exception to the gov-
ernor’s position and stated it 
was an insult.  
The uproar and need for 

the German support was so 
great that the U.S. Secretary 
of War criticized the stance 
taken by the governor.  The 
opposition to the governor 
was great but it resulted in 
the two companies being 
disbanded.  The two dis-
banded companies eventu-
ally reunited as the 4th Ohio 
Regiment.  Otto Zirkel, a 
Columbus physician and a 
veteran of the Prussian Army, 
became its captain.  In 1847, 
the Department of Defense 
requisitioned the basically 

German unit and late in May 
they joined the battle against 
Mexico.  The 95-unit of men 
fought valiantly with the other 
units.  Of the 95 members, 
six died, eight deserted or 
remained in the West, and 
nineteen were still in the hos-
pital when 4th Ohio Regiment 
returned to Columbus in the 
later part of July 1948.  They 
were greeted by a tremen-
dous parade, which would 
travel down High Street to 
what was Jaeger’s Orchard 
Garden.
Other notable German 

Units were the Cleveland 
Grays and the Cleveland 
Light Artillery.  The Cleveland 
Light Artillery was noted to 
have built their own carriage 
and wagon that would carry 
a 6-pond cannon.  The Ohio 
Light Artillery unit was called 
to duty during the Civil War, 
and was the ancestor to 
today’s 134th Field Artillery 
Regiment.   
It should be noted that Ger-

SATURDAY, 
MARCH 23, 2024

BRANCH 10, COLUMBUS 
By Donald Blum

ily was founding members 
of Martin Luther Church in 
Columbus.  Paul has said 
that a highlight for him is to 
continue reading news and 
stories about various Saxon 
activities in the Volksblatt.
Please keep John Gellner in 

your prayers.  John and his 
family attended our Christ-
mas party but is not able to 
attend our meetings.  We 
hope to see John surprise us 
with popping into a meeting 
once in while. 
SAXON MEMOIRS
Get your copy of the Saxon 

Memoirs!  Written by your fel-
low Saxons-Copies are $ 25 
each-Send checks payable 
to ATS-5323 Pearl Road-
Cleveland, Ohio 44129-Call 
ATS Home Office at (440) 
842-8442 for more informa-
tion.  Must have, Must read 
Book! – I got my book and 
it’s a good read!
FACEBOOK PAGE
Alliance of Transylvanian 

Saxons, Columbus Branch 
10 (Facebook Group)
Please invite people to join 

our Facebook Group, that 
is open to all people inter-
ested in sharing or reading 
about our Saxon Heritage.  
We will continue to modify 
and improve the Facebook 
page as needed. While we 
welcome you to join the Co-
lumbus Branch 10, you do not 
need to be a member to join 
the Facebook Group. You 
are invited to join our Face-
book group and share your 
Saxon history or just enjoy 
what others post.  If you are 
interested in becoming part 
of the Facebook group you 
can request an invitation or 
send me your email address 
(donaldcblum@prodigy.net), 
and we will set you up.
We are happy to say, we 

continue to add Saxon/
German heritage individu-
als to the Facebook Group.  
Some of the new members 
include people from Europe 
and Canada.  We encourage 
you to spread the word about 
our group.
GERMAN HISTORY 
COLUMBUS
German heritage was vital 

to communities where Ger-
mans settled in America.  
Naturally, being part of a 
couple of German/Saxon 
organizations are the first 
thing that comes to mind 
when you think of Germans 
in America are social and 
fraternal organizations but 
other events and organiza-
tions were before social and 
fraternal organizations.
In upcoming articles we will 

see how Germans played an 
important and varying roles 
in the communities in which 
they were located.

 ATS Junior Members      FREE
 Adults                                         $   5.00
 Non-Member Children           $ 10.00

10:00 A.M. 
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ARTICLE III - Rights of the Al-
liance

Currently reads:
SECTION 3.  It shall collect 
dues and payments as its Con-
stitution, rules, laws and by-
laws provide, elect its own of-
ficers, and have the right and 
duty to regulate and supervise 
the activities of individual 
Branches in matters affecting 
the Alliance.

Proposed change:
Remove the words “dues and”

Proposed wording to read:
SECTION 3. It shall collect 
payments as its Constitution, 
rules, laws and by-laws pro-
vide, elect its own officers, 
and have the right and duty to 
regulate and supervise the ac-
tivities of individual Branches 
in matters affecting the Alli-
ance.

Reason for change:  The ATS no 
longer collects any dues from 
its members on behalf of local 
Branches.  

ARTICLE IV – Governing 
Body

Proposed change:
Add new Section 3

Proposed wording to read:
Section 3: Authority of the 
Convention is suspended in 
the event of an authorized 
control level Risk Based Capi-
tal (RBC) event (insolvency 
of the ATS) as required un-
der Ohio Revised Code Sec 
3921.102, and in such event, 
all requirements of the Ohio 
Revised Code apply, includ-
ing, but not limited to, au-
thority of the Board to ap-
prove a transfer or merger, 
and requirements for notice 
to members.

Reason for change:  The State 
of Ohio has enacted new sol-
vency rules for Fraternal Ben-
efit Societies.  This is their re-
quested wording to be added 
to Constitutions of Fraternals.  
(The Ohio Department of Insur-
ance can intervene and possibly 
take over a Fraternal Benefit 
Society if their RBC ratio falls 
below 200%.)

ARTICLE VIII – Election of 
Officers

Currently reads:

SECTION 5.  A Branch nomi-
nating committee must make 
nominations in writing to the 
Alliance Board of Directors 
60 days prior to the date of the 
Convention.  The nomination 
must include a short description 
of the candidate’s background 
and qualifications, and written 
permission from the candidate 
to let his or her name stand for 
election.  The candidate must be 
elected as a delegate and must 
attend the Convention.  When 
the nomination date has passed, 
the Board of Directors will pro-
vide the Alliance Branches with 
the list of nominees and their 
qualifications.  Incumbent Of-
ficers of the Alliance are eli-
gible for re-election and, if not 
present at the Convention, must 
send in writing a “consent to be 
nominated.”

Proposed change:
Remove the words “nominating 
committee”

Proposed wording to read:
SECTION 5.  A Branch must 
make nominations in writing to 
the Alliance Board of Directors 
60 days prior to the date of the 
Convention.  The nomination 
must include a short description 
of the candidate’s background 
and qualifications, and written 
permission from the candidate 
to let his or her name stand for 
election.  The candidate must be 
elected as a delegate and must 
attend the Convention.  When 
the nomination date has passed, 
the Board of Directors will 
provide the Alliance Branches 
with the list of nominees and 
their qualifications.  Incumbent 
Officers of the Alliance are 
eligible for re-election and, if 
not present at the Convention, 
must send in writing a “consent 
to be nominated.”

Reason for change:  Not all 
Branches utilize a nominating 
committee to select a candidate 
for an ATS Board of Directors 
position.

ARTICLE IX – Duties of Officers

Currently reads:
SECTION 8 subsection a.  He 
(Chief Medical Examiner) shall 
carefully examine all applications 
for membership in the Alliance 
and have full power to accept or 
reject same.

Proposed change:
Insert the words “life insurance”

Proposed wording to read:
SECTION 8 subsection a.  He 
shall carefully examine all life 
insurance applications for 
membership in the Alliance 
and have full power to accept 
or reject same.

Reason for change:  The ATS 
Chief Medical Examiner only 
reviews and approves life 
insurance applications.  Annuity 
applications are not sent to him 
for review.

ARTICLE XIV – Duties and 
Rights of Members

Currently reads:
SECTION 1, subsection b.  
Certificate premium payments 
or any other monies due the 
national Alliance may be paid by 
the member to the ATS Secretary 
of the local Branch in which he 
is a member or paid directly to 
the ATS Home Office.

Proposed change:
Remove the words “may be 
paid by the member to the ATS 
Secretary of the local Branch in 
which he is a member”
Proposed wording to read:
SECTION 1, subsection b.  
Certificate premium payments 
or any other monies due the 
national Alliance must be 
paid directly to the ATS Home 
Office.

Reason for change:  For years 
now, no members have paid their 
insurance premiums at their local 
Branch meeting.

ARTICLE XIV – Duties and 
Rights of Members

Currently reads:
SECTION 2. Local Branch Dues 
Payment.  At the option and 
subsequent request of the local 
Branch, the ATS Home Office 
will incorporate the handling of 
local Branch Dues in the ATS 
Direct Billing procedures and 
accept local dues payments under 
the following stipulations:

a. Members must pay their 
local dues according to 
the same payment mode 
in which their certificate 
premium payments are 
made.

b. Local dues payments 
may be paid by member 
to the local Branch 
Financial Secretary or 
paid directly to the ATS 
Home Office.

c. A record of local 
dues received and the 
monies involved will be 
forwarded by the ATS 
Office to each Branch 
monthly.

Proposed change:
Remove wording related to the 
ATS Home Office handling the 
billing, collection, and remittance 
of local Branch Dues 

Proposed changes to ATS constitution
The following changes to the Constitution of the Alliance of 
Transylvanian Saxons are presented by the ATS Board of Di-
rectors for Convention consideration and approval.  The fol-
lowing changes are being presented to update and modern-
ize our Constitution, our business policies and procedures, 
and comply with new corporate governance requirements 
and regulator recommendations.  

Proposed wording to read:
Section 2.  Local Branch Dues 
Payment.  All local dues are to 
be paid directly to their local 
Branch.

Reason for change:  The ATS no 
longer collects any dues from 
its members on behalf of local 
Branches.

ARTICLE XVI – Duties and 
Rights of Branches

Currently reads:
SECTION 6 – Every Branch 
shall be responsible for all funds 
collected by its Secretary for 
the Alliance and must see to it 
that all such funds are delivered 
to the designated depository 
within the specified time.  When 
a Branch, without explanation, 
neglects to send in the funds and 
reports promptly, it shall receive 
a warning from the Secretary 
of the Alliance.  Should the 
Branch neglect to fulfill its duties 
within ten days of the receipt of 
the warning, the Alliance shall 
compel the Branch to comply 
with these requirements by any 
necessary procedures including 
court action and recommend 
suspension of the Branch and 
denial of the right to send 
Delegates to the Convention.

Proposed change:
Delete the entire Section 6 
wording.

Proposed wording to read:
Section 6 removed in its entirety.  
Section 7 would become Section 
6 and Section 8 would become 
Section 7.
Reason for change:  There are 

no funds being collected by the 
Branch to be remitted to the ATS 
Home Office any longer.

ARTICLE XVII – Duties of 
Branch Officers

Currently reads:
SECTION 3.  The Branch ATS 
Secretary is responsible for the 
financial collections and records 
of the Alliance within his Local 
Branch.

a. He shall collect all 
payments due the 
Alliance from members 
at each regular meeting 
of the Branch and remit 
them to the Alliance 
Home Office within 
five days after the 
meeting.

b. He shall complete and 
forward to the office of 
the Alliance all required 
reports within five days 
after the meeting.

 
Proposed change:
Replace the words “financial 
c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d ”  w i t h 
“membership”.  Delete sections 
a and b

Proposed wording to read:
The Branch ATS Secretary is 
responsible for the membership 
records of the Alliance within 
his local Branch.  Sections a 
and b removed in their entirety.  
Sections c, d, and e would 
become sections a, b, and c.

Reason for change:  There are 
no funds being collected by the 
Branch to be remitted to the ATS 
Home Office any longer.
  2/3

mans have always demon-
strated staunch patriotism 
for their new Homeland, 
the United States.  It was 
estimated that between 
176,000 to 216,000 served 
the country during the Civil 
War.  This exceeded propor-
tionally any other nationality.
Any special event or holi-

day was never complete 
without the marching of 
brightly colored uniforms of 
the Military Units and March-
ing band.  The music, pa-
rade and procession would 
delight, not only German 
spectators, but also anyone 
that enjoyed the spectacle of 
well-trained and organized 
units’ performance.
In upcoming articles we 

will explore how German 
Heritage had such positive 
influences on the German 
community, as well as the 
Columbus community.
HUMOR  
An elderly old man owned a 

large farm for several years 
and it had a large pond.  It 

was properly shaped for 
swimming.
One evening the farmer 

decided to go down to the 
pond to check it out.  He 
grabbed a big white bucket 
to bring back some fruit from 
the fruit trees.  
As he got close to the pond 

heard loud voices and people 
laughing.
As he came closer, he saw 

several young ladies skinny-
dipping in the pond.
He made the ladies aware of 

his presence and they moved 
to the deep end.
One of the women shouted 

out, “We’re not coming out 
until you leave.”
The old man frowned and 

said, “I didn’t come down 
here to watch you ladies 
swim naked or to make you 
get out of the pond naked.”
Holding the up the bucket, 

he said, “I just came down 
here to feed the alligators.”
Some old men can still think 

fast.

BRANCH 10   Cont’d from Page 5
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ASK ... 
ASK YOUR 

DEPUTY HOW 

A CERTIFICATE 

OF 

MEMBERSHIP

 IN THE ATS 

CAN HELP 

YOU 
TO SAVE!

CLEVELAND, SECTION 1
EINTRACHT SAXONIA

 SACHSENCHOR
Rehearsal: 

Tuesdays 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

PRESIDENT
Horst Hebrank
26148 Kennedy Ridge Rd
No Olmsted OH 44070
(440) 734-2584
SECRETARY
Christa Herbert
4703 West Ridgewood Dr.
Parma, OH 44134
440-888-6094 

NEW CASTLE, SECTION 6
EINTRACHT MÄNNERCHOR

Rehearsal: 
Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

PRESIDENT
Jonathan Baisch
3336 Plank Rd
New Castle PA 16105
(724) 816-6866
jonathanbaisch@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Paul Garmon
2305 Highland Ave
New Castle PA 16105
(724) 674-7491
paulgarmon1@gmail.com

SALEM SAXON RETIREES
Meets 1st Wednesday 

of the month
Noon at 1980 NewGarden Rd

 PRESIDENT
 Lois Whitacre
 15425 Lisbon St.
 Minerva, OH 44657
 (330) 813-0400
 SECRETARY 
 Dianne Kuttler 
 4282 McCann Rd  
 Salem OH 44460
 (330) 428-1723

YOUNGSTOWN 
SAXON RETIREES

Meets 2nd Thursday 11:30 a.m.
Youngstown Saxon Club

(March - December)
 PRESIDENT

Diana Kommel
666 N. Schenley
Youngstown, OH 44509
(330) 799-1738
SECRETARY
Rosemary Dundon
6000 Lake Rd W Apt 112
Ashtabula OH 44004
(440) 536-4661

SAXON SENIORS

CLEVELAND SAXON
DANCE GROUP

Rehearsal: Fridays
6:30 p.m Children
7:30 pm Adults

Westside Sachsenheim
csgd7001@yahoo.com

PRESIDENT
 Amanda Donnellan  
 9578 W. 130 St
 Strongsville OH 44136 
 (216) 235-5240
 Adonnellan5@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY
 Stephanie Miller
 23500 Wingedfoot Dr 
 Westlake OH 44145  
 (216) 647-3229
 SAMiller55@sbcglobal.net

YOUNGSTOWN 
SAXON CULTURE GROUP

Meets: 2nd Sunday of Month
Youngstown Saxon Club

PRESIDENT
 Erna Weber
 525 Quarry Ln
 Warren OH 44483
 (330) 509-9421
 Saxnerna@aol.com
SECRETARY
 Kevin McCarty
 1901 Oakwood
 Youngstown, OH 44509
 (330) 883-7162
 mccartks@gmail.com

Cultural
 Groups

Choruses

USE ONLY THIS FORM FOR CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND CANCELLATIONS
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

Date of Birth ________________________________________

Name______________________________________________

Old Street Address was________________________________

City/State/Zip_______________________________________

New Street_________________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________________

Branch No._______________      Certificate No._____________     SS# ____________________

THIS CHANGE IS FOR:  HOME OFFICE RECORDS & VOLKSBLATT
  VOLKSBLATT ONLY

Date: ____________Signature of Person Making Change_______________________________

Mail to: Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons, 5323 Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44129-1503

All information in the form 
to the right and below must 
be correctly typed, or 
legibly written.

 CHANGE

 CANCELLATION

 NEW to receive paper

Are your 

children,

 grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews 

members of the ATS? 

Let them benefit from 

our fraternal program 

and be a part of 

our history!

The Saxon Cook Book - Third Edition
Over 400 Saxon/American Recipes $12.00 per copy (postpaid)

Fleeing to the Friendly Enemy  by Barbara Ohler Weber
A true story of the author’s experiences during World War II
and her immigration to America in the 1950’s.
$14.00 per copy (postpaid)

Flucht aus Siebenbürgen   by Monika Görig/Maria Schneider
Memoirs of Maria Schneider written in German describing her 
family’s hardships when they had to flee from their home in     
1944 and start a new life in Austria.
$20 per copy (postpaid)

Saxons Through Seventeen Centuries, author Rev. John Foisel
A paperback which provides a romantic account of the customs 
and phases of intellectual development of the Transylvanian 
people. Not intended to be a history of Transylvania, rather a 
story of our people based upon seventeen centuries of history.
$15 per copy (postpaid)

Why Can’t Somebody Just Die Around Here?, author Gerhard 
Maroscher.   Tells the story of how his family was impacted by 
World War II. His mother fled Transylvania with two young 
sons and his father reluctantly served in three Axis armies 
and was a prisoner of war by the Russians.  Family immi-
grated to the USA to live the American dream.
$24.95 per copy (postpaid)

All books unless noted have English Text. 

Proceeds from book sales go to the Saxon Orphan Fund Program.

Order From:
The Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons

5323 Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44129
Make Checks/Money Orders payable to 

ATS ORPHAN FUND 
ATS Member, please indicate Branch number.

BOOKSTRANSYLVANIAN 
SAXON 
BOWLING 
LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
 Glenn Spack
 943 Stewart Rd.  
 Salem, OH 44460
 (330) 332-8174  
 sspack2@neo.rr.com
VICE PRESIDENT
 Tom Simon
 538 S Schenley Ave  
 Youngstown, OH 44509 
 (330) 720-7988
 ts112063@gmail.com
SECRETARY-TREASURER
 Jenny Miller King
 25321 Conover Dr.
 Bay Village, OH 44140
 (216) 551-1728  
 jmill411@yahoo.com
STATISTICAL SEC’Y. 
      (Men & Women)
 Carl J. Schmitz
 26652 Redwood Dr.
 Olmsted Falls, OH 44138
 (440) 799-1940  
 cjsaintrite@aol.com
TRUSTEES AUDITORS
 Rich Baker
 232 Reiber Road
 Hermitage PA 16148
 (724) 854-0149
 Bob Lohr 
 291 S Broad St
 Canfield OH 44406
 (330) 423-9894
 Rblohr1@gmail.com 
 Monica Gilles
 3520 Beavercrest Dr Apt 107
 Lorain, OH 44053 
 (440) 309-7894
 gillemo76@hotmail.com
 




