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your relatives and friends 
to join the crowd at ATS.

Tell them about our fraternal society!
INVITE

Youngstown Saxon Culture Group

Fall Sausage Sale

Saturday, October 14th, 2023
We are now taking orders for
 hot, mild, and garlic sausage.

The price is $4.00 per pound

You can call in orders to

You can also email your order to 
bman1017@gmail.com

Orders will be accepted until October 9th, 2023

Blue light-blocking 
glasses don’t work

	 A new meta-analysis of 17 
studies finds that blue light-
blocking glasses don’t deliv-
er any real benefits, accord-
ing to NBC News. While 
sellers often claim that the 
glasses protect users from 
eyestrain and retina dam-
age related to screen time, 
it’s unknown whether blue 
light actually causes these 
problems. Researchers also 
found that the glasses fil-
tered only a fraction of blue 
light from screens, which 
already emit very little blue 
light anyway.

VOLKSBLATT 

your relatives and friends to 
join the crowd at ATS.INVITE

TRAUBENFEST
Westside Sachsenheim
7001 Denison Avenue

Cleveland, OH
Saturday, October 14, 2023

Doors open at 5:30pm   Pork Roast dinner served at 6:00pm

Performances by our very own Cleveland Saxon Dance Group & Children’s Group

GRAPE STEALING and JAILING OF ROBBERS!
Dance the night away to 

FRED ZIWICH AND THE ISM

Prepaid reservations only:   
Watch upcoming issues for link to pay   

Or send check made payable to: 
Cleveland Saxon Dance Group

                  c/o  Christine Roppelt
   8905 Fernhill Avenue  
                            Parma, OH 44129
    216-773-9375

Meal tickets will be held at the door.   Deadline for reservations is October 1, 2023

# Adult tickets @ $25.00 per ticket _______      # Child tickets (ages 4-10) @ $ 15.00 per ticket _______

Name _______________________________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________________________

I would like to sit with the following people.

____________________________________________________________________

TRAUBENFEST
Westside Sachsenheim

7001 Denison Ave
Cleveland OH

Saturday, October 14, 2023

https//my.cheddarup.com/c/traubenfest-october-14-2023

Cleveland Sachsenheim
Summer Oktoberfest

VOLKSBLATT 

Ich bin
 ein Sachs, 
und sagt’s 
mit Stolz!

MONTHLY MEETING

Remember to bring a 
canned good item, house-
hold product or other food 
item.  

PRAYERS

SAXON MEMOIRS

Saxon Memoirs

CELEBRATIONS

HUMOR 

FACEBOOK PAGE
Alliance of Transylvanian 

Saxons, Columbus Branch 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
NOTICE

RSVP

Not a commitment  
need a general headcount 

Respond to Sara Alzner-
Brown by text or call: 614-
395-2646

  
Branch 1 and 4 

Annual Membership Banquet

Sunday, September 24, 2023
Sachsenheim at 1:00 pm

Recognition 
of 50 and 60 Year Members

Performance by:
Eintracht-Saxonia Sachsenchor

No charge for Local Members
Non-members - $15.00

To make reservations call:
Monica Weber at (440) 356-5936

Or Email: monica_weber@sbcglobal.net

Deadline for reservations: 
September 18, 2023

Join us for an afternoon of 
Saxon Gemütlichkeit

TIME TO GET READY FOR 
SACHSENHEIM’S

ANNUAL CLAMBAKE!

Saturday. October 7, 2023
Advance Tickets Only

Purchase at Sachsenheim or
Call the Club at (216) 651-0888

Clambake with Chicken $30    
Clambake with Steak $35
Extra Dozen Clams $10

All tickets must be purchased in advance.

HELP WANTED

-

-

-

 

BRANCH 10, COLUMBUS 
By Donald Blum

COLUMBUS SAXON 
CLUB

NEW!

Berwick 
Party House

-
laus on Sunday, December 
10th

Sunday, December 10th, 
from 1-4 pm.

Don’t fall for the 
debt collector scam
 

Sometimes scammers try 
to get you to pay for debts 

at all.

scam -- but you can and 
should check on the collec-
tor and the supposed debt 
before you pay.

If a debt collector calls 
you, he or she is required 
to provide a debt validation 

will give the name of the 
collection agency, the credi-
tor, the account number 
connected to the debt, and 
the amount of the debt.

you owe the debt, you can 
send a letter requesting that 
the collector provide clear 
evidence of the debt.

Never share any personal 
information, like a social 
security number, with a debt 
collector. You should also 
check your credit report.

Always contact the credi-
tor and, in the case of a sup-
posed medical debt, your 
insurance company.

Some tip-offs that a col-
lection is a scam:

• The collector threatens 
you with arrest or jail time. 
Legitimate collection com-

it violates the law.
• They demand immediate 

payment.
• They insist you pay by a 

gift card, wire transfer or a 
pre-paid debit card. These 
are virtually untraceable 
methods, which scammers 
love.

Alone at the Front
A teacher was scolding 
her class after all of them 
did poorly on their English 
test. She told them that she 
thought they could all do 
better and asked that anyone 
who thought he or she was 
not very good at English 
to stand up. There was an 
uncomfortable silence, but 

back stood up slowly.

“Very good, Tom,” said the 
teacher. “At least you re-
alize that you have some 
weakness and that gives you 
a good opportunity to im-
prove.”

Tom. “I just felt sorry for you 
standing there all alone.”

Many ways to be scammed
Imposter scams and on-

line shopping top the Feder-
al Trade Commission’s 2022 
list of financial frauds.

A new August 2023 sur-
vey from GoBanking ques-
tioned more than 1,100 
Americans aged 18 and old-
er to find that huge numbers 
of people have been victims 
of financial frauds. The top 
frauds:

* Phone scams, like robo-
calls and texts: 43%

* Money transfer or mo-
bile payment services: 30%

- The hardest hit at 43 per-
cent are ages 18 to 24. Next 
are ages 45 to 54 at 35 per-
cent.

* Online shopping: 23%
- Scammer pretends to be 

legitimate sellers and have a 
fake website or ad.  About 
23 percent are victims.

* Phishing: 18%
* Imposter scam: 17%
- Scammer pretends to be 

a loved one in trouble. Of re-
spondents between ages of 
35 and 44, 25 percent were 
victims. 

* Social Security scam: 
16%

	 - Of those ages 25 to 
34, 21 percent said they had 
been victims of a social se-
curity scam.

Also ranking high on the 
list were scams for debt col-
lection, romance, and taxes.
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TRAVEL WITH US TO THE
ATS OPEN BOWLING TOURAMENT

IN MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA
OCTOBER 20 – 22, 2023

COST FOR ROUND TRIP ON BUS IS $50
ACCOMMODATIONS ARE AT EITHER 

FAIRFIELD INN OR HAMPTON INN
$149+TAX/NIGHT

2 Double or Queens Beds

BUS STARTS EARLY FRIDAY MORNING 
FROM THE YOUNGSTOWN SAXON CLUB 
WITH A STOP AT THE ATS HOME OFFICE

RESERVATIONS FOR BUS MUST BE MADE 
BY  SEPTEMBER 22, 2023

We welcome Bowlers and Non-Bowlers
to join us for this trip to Merrillville.

ATS OPEN BOWLING TOURNAMENT RULES

1. All bowlers must be Alliance of Transylvanian 
Saxon members in good standing to participate in 
this tournament.

2. Each bowler will receive 100% of the difference 
between his or her average and a two hundred ten 
(210) scratch with no limit on pins.

3. Averages to be used are:
a. 

exception of 2020. 
b. If the bowler has no tournament average, then the 

bowler will establish his or her average after the 

of the tournament.
4. A bowler may bowl only once in each event in this 

tournament.
5. The tournament management has the right to return 

for correction any entry which does not comply with 
the above rules.

6. Prizes will be awarded at the ratio of at least one 
(1) prize for each ten entries. One hundred percent 
(100%) of the prize fee must be returned. Prizes will 
be awarded by handicapped scores and not by gender.

7. It shall be the duty of the tournament manager to keep 

in each event.
8. Tournament starts on October 21, 2023 and ends on 

October 22, 2023.
9. Closing date for entries is October 6, 2023.
10. There will be no refunds of fees after October 11, 

2023.
11. Two All Events Winners will be awarded. One for 

actual scores; one for actual scores plus handicap. 
12. We will start with Doubles Event followed by the 

Singles Event on Saturday.
Your All Events score will be your total individual score of 
singles, doubles, and team event plus your handicap total 
for the tournament.
Separate men and women prizes will be awarded in Singles 
event only. Doubles and team event will be mixed.
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Chicago Saxons / Branch 9 Annual Banquet

The month of September was quite busy for 
Branch 9.  On Saturday, September 9, we at-
tended the Steuben Day Parade and marched 
with a good crowd. The weather was absolutely 
beautiful.  Our club was also proud to see Karina 
Thut who was this year’s Steuben Parade Queen 
on her float in the parade.  Many of us also worked 
in the German Day tents selling beverages, food, 
pretzels and cake.  

On September 17, we had our annual Banquet 
at the Lone Tree Inn.  A delicious dinner was 
served followed with music by Ully. Our ladies 
brought many delicious cakes for dessert and 
we all very much enjoyed.  We also had a Saxon 
Trivia contest and Margaret Maltig won first place.  
There was a raffle and guests took home lots of 
prizes. Rose Hauer presented President Thut a 
bouquet of flowers and thanked her for all her 
hard work over the past year.  We had President 
Nicole Herion from the Donauschwaben sing 
the National anthem followed by all of us singing 
the Siebenburgen anthem.   Judit & Megan from 
Michigan came to surprise one of our members 
Hildegard Schmidts who were neighbors back 
home and hadn’t seen each other since they left 
Siebenbürgen, many years ago.  Thank you to 
all the members and guests that attended this 
beautiful and successful event.

Our next meeting will be held on October 2, at 
7 p.m. at the Donauschwaben club. 

BRANCH 9, CHICAGO
By Rose-Marie Hauer

Steuben Parade

Extinguishing grease fires safely
	

A grease fire in the kitchen can escalate rap-
idly, but knowing how to respond is crucial for 
your safety. Never use water to put out a grease 
fire –- it can intensify the flames and spread the 
fire. Instead, follow these steps:

Cover with a lid: If it’s safe, slide a lid over 
the pan to smother the flames. Turn off the heat 
source.

Use baking soda: Sprinkle baking soda over 
the fire to help smother it.

Use a fire extinguisher: If the fire is out of con-
trol, use a Class K fire extinguisher, specifically 
designed for kitchen fires.

Don’t use flour or water: Flour can create an 
explosive reaction, while water will cause the 
fire to splatter and grow.

Evacuate if needed: If the fire spreads or you 
can’t control it, leave and call 911.

Quick and safe actions can prevent grease fires 
from turning into disasters.
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Youngstown Branch 30 300 Club Dinner

Some of Branch 30’s Browns/Steelers 
fans enjoying the game 

and the President’s cooking

After a summer break from our monthly meet-
ings, we again met together a couple weeks ago 
to resume the business of Branch 5. We started 
our evening with the pledge of allegiance to the 
flag as always and then had a moment of silence 
for brother Carl Nau who passed away during 
our break on August 4, 2023. On September 14, 
2023 another life member of Branch 5 passed 
away; brother Ronald Stephanchick. He became 
a member of the Branch 5 Lorain  Men’s Lodge 
in 1953 and remained a lifetime member to the 
present. Our condolences to the family and friends 
of brother Stephanchick as they go through this 
time of mourning. 

At this time no member is collecting sick benefits. 
Sister Betty Ralph has moved into assisted living 
for the time being. If you would like to visit her 
or send her a card.  Her address is, Northridge 
Health Center, 35990 Westminister Ave. Rm. 204, 
North Ridgeville, OH 44039.  She would certainly 
appreciate all correspondence with family and 
friends as she gets accustomed to her senior 
living community. 

The ATS Annual Open-Bowling Tournament held 
in Merrillville,IN was brought up under new busi-
ness. A motion was made and seconded to pay 
for one bowling event for any Branch 5 member 
in good standing who pays their entry and attends 
the tournament. Bring a copy of your receipt to 
the November meeting or mail to the ATS SEC’Y 
sister Ginger Romes, 1507 West 39th St. Lorain, 
OH 44053 for your reimbursement. Check the last 
four issues of your copy of the Volksblatt for an 
entry form, and have a great time! 

Members of Branch 5 that are celebrating birth-
days this month of October are sisters Monica 
Gilles, Jane Mowery, Erica Zgola, junior members 
Jenee Peters, and my granddaughter Violet Piller. 
May you all enjoy your special day however you 
like. Happy birthday! We’d like to thank members 
Mark & Myrna Jones for sharing an enthusiastic 
picture of their granddaughter, junior member Flora 
Jones,as she enjoys receiving a birthday card 
from Branch 5. She celebrated her 6th birthday 
last month and has just entered kindergarten. 
We’d like to thank sister Arlene Gilles for the 
time she spends each month sending  birthday 
and gift cards on behalf of Branch 5 to our junior 
members. May this be a good time for parents 
and grandparents to share with their children the 
history of the Transylvanian Saxons and how it 
relates to their family history. Sometimes it doesn’t 
seem real important to be identified as part of 
this fraternal organization, but at some point in 
their life they would like to know at least a little 
bit about their ancestry. 

Mark your calendar for our next monthly meet-
ing at the American Slovak Club at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, October 16th, 2023.  We’ll be discussing 
plans for our Christmas Celebration Dinner and 

Branch 5  elec-
tion of officers 
for 2024, which 
will be the busi-
ness  during 
our following 
meeting in No-
vember. 

With the col-
ors of fall soon 
to arrive, take 
time to enjoy 
the sights and 
smells around 
our great state 
of Ohio and 
stay safe. 

     

BRANCH 5, LORAIN
By Michael Johnson

Birthday and gift card sent from the Lorain 
Saxons Branch 5 thankfully enjoyed by junior 
member Flora Jones.
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MONTHLY MEETING
HICKORY HOUSE
550 Officenter Place
Gahanna, Ohio 43230
October 16, 2023
Time 12:00 noon
Our meetings are the Third 

(3rd) Monday of the month.  
We would like to discuss 

meeting alternatives on Oc-
tober 16th. 

Remember to bring a 
canned good item, house-
hold product or other food 
item.  

“The generous will them-
selves be blessed, for they 
share their food with the 
poor.”

PRAYERS
Please keep long time ATS 

member, Paul Schaible, in 
your prayers.  Paul is facing 
physical challenges.  We wish 
him the best. Paul’s family 
was founding members of 
Martin Luther Church in 
Columbus.  Paul has said 
that a highlight for him is to 
continue reading news and 
stories about various Saxon 
activities in the Volksblatt.

CONDOLENCES Susanna 
Karst, age 92, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her 
family on Monday, Septem-
ber 4th, 2023. She was pre-
ceded in death by her loving 
husband John, her parents 
George and Susanna Sollner 
(Hartig), her sisters Rosie and 
Maria, her son John Karst, 
and her grandchildren Kelly 
Beery and John Karst.

their grandfather and grand-
mother, Michael and Marie 
Hartig. In 1942 at age 11, due 
to the progression of events 
in WWII, Susanna along with 
her family and much of her 
community, were forced to 
flee their homes. Traveling 
by wagon and on foot, they 
made the daunting journey to 
Salzburg, Austria in the midst 
of the war. 

In 1951, Susanna married 
her husband John and within 
a year they immigrated to the 
United States after the birth 
of their first child Rosemarie. 
After getting settled in Ohio, 
John and Susanna welcomed 
their daughter Mary, and two 
sons, John and Richard into 
the world. Susanna stayed 
home to raise her children 
and became an active mem-
ber of the Martin Luther 
Evangelical Church and later 
Peace Lutheran where she 
often put her cooking skills to 
use by helping to prepare and 
serve many meals. She was 
also a member of the Saxon 
Club and over the years 
remained in close contact 
with many of the friends and 
family she had immigrated 
with.Susanna and John loved 
traveling, whether that meant 
spending time at Lake Erie 
with friends and family on 
their boat, or planning trips all 
over the US and Europe. Be-
tween raising her 4 children, 
tending to her gardens and 
animals, constantly cooking, 
baking and opening her home 
to friends and family, there 
was rarely a dull moment 
in her life. Over the years, 
Susanna’s family grew to 10 
grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren whom she 
dearly loved spending time 
with. She was always happy 
to host family gatherings of 
every variety and could often 
be found sitting quietly and 
happily amidst her fun-loving 
rambunctious family. Ruhe in 
Frieden und Gottes Segen!

SAXON MEMOIRS
Get your copy of the Saxon 

Memoirs!  Written by your fel-
low Saxons-Copies are $ 25 
each-Send checks payable 
to ATS-5323 Pearl Road-
Cleveland, Ohio 44129-Call 
ATS Home Office at (440) 
842-8442 for more informa-
tion.  Must have, Must read 
Book!

CELEBRATIONS
Please join me in wishing 

Susi Mueller (October 5) a 
very Happy Birthday.  Alles 
Gute zum Geburtstag!

HUMOR 
A priest and a pastor are 

standing by the side of a road 
sign that reads. “The end is 
near! Turn around before it’s 
too late!”  A passing driver 
yells, “You guys are nuts!”  
and speeds past them.  From 
around the curve, they hear 
screeching tires-then a big 
splash.  The pastor turns to 
the priest and says, “Do you 
think we should have just put 
up a sign that says, ‘Bridge 
Out’ instead?”

FACEBOOK PAGE

Alliance of Transylvanian 
Saxons, Columbus Branch 
10(Facebook Group)

Please invite people to join 
our Facebook Group, that is 
open to all people interested 
in sharing or reading about 
our Saxon Heritage.  We will 
continue to modify and improve 
the Facebook page as needed. 
While we welcome you to join 
the Columbus Branch 10, you 
do not need to be a member 
to join the Facebook Group. 
You are invited to join our Fa-
cebook group and share your 
Saxon history or just enjoy 
what others post.  If you are 
interested in becoming part of 
the Facebook group you can 
request an invitation or send 
me your email address (don-
aldcblum@prodigy.net), and 
we will set you up.

We are happy to say, we 
continue to add Saxon/Ger-
man heritage individuals to the 
Facebook Group.  Some of the 
new members include people 
from Europe and Canada.  We 
encourage you to spread the 
word about our group.

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
NOTICE

YOU’RE INVITED

NO IT’S NOT A MILLION 
DOLLARS,

BUT IT IS A REAL 
FUN TIME

COLUMBUS SAXON CLUB
Something is NEW!  Our 

attendance at the Christmas 
Party has increased over 
the years.  We are moving 
the festivities to the Berwick 
Party House to accommodate 
everyone that wants a Saxon 
Christmas.

Come join Sankt Nikolaus 
on Sunday, December 10th

In order to make this a fun and 
nice experience, we need to 
make sure we know how many 
people will be attending.  We 
want to invite Club members, 
ATS members and guests.

Mark your calendar for Sun-
day, December 10th, from 1-4 
pm.

Join us for food, fellowship 

and Christmas Fun.
Please let us know your 

interest.
In order to get an idea of 

the number of attendees, 
we need to have you RSVP.  
Also, we would like to have 
an idea of children 12 and 
under.  Not a commitment…
just need a general head-
count of people that can 
join us.

Respond to Sara Alzner-
Brown by text or call: (614) 
395-2646

HISTORY OF MARTIN
 LUTHER CHURCH
The records indicate that 

the Martin Luther Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Congregation 
was organized on January 
2, 1927, under the leader-
ship of Student George 
Schuster of the Theological 
Seminary of Capital Univer-
sity.  This information is part 
of the minutes of the first of-
ficial gathering of a group of 
individuals that had a desire 
to have a church, as well 
as the beneficial society, 
which they had organized 
in its “Sachsenheim” at 323 
Woodrow Avenue.

The story and history of 
Martin Luther Church does 
not really begin on January 
2, 1927.  The story begins 
almost 900 years ago.  Our 
Transylvanian Saxons book 
of 1982, tells the story of 
how emigration began 
about 1150 AD.  Most every 
Saxon knows the story of 
King Geza II of Hungary, 
called on Germans to settle 
in the frontier land, also 
described as a former 
wasteland along the border 
area of Hungary.  This land 
was called the King’s Land.  
This was the beginning of 
what would be inhabited by 
people who would become 
to be known as the ‘Tran-
sylvanian Saxons.’  These 
Transylvanian Saxons 
would build a community, 
schools, churches, govern-
ments and the Saxon way 
of life in small and large 
villages and cities.  They 

would build fortified structures 
to protect their communities 
and Hungary from warring, 
neighboring countries.  

So it began by these coura-
geous Transylvanian Saxons 
leaving all they had in their 
Mother-Land of Germany 
and venturing to begin a new 
life in this foreign land that 
would become to be known 
as Transylvania.  These Sax-
ons never forgot or severed 
their ties and heritage to their 
Motherland but they created 
their own culture, language, 
traditions and way of life that 
is specific and uniquely Tran-
sylvanian Saxon.  

This is where Martin Lu-
ther Church originated from 
these Transylvanian Sax-
ons looking for a new life in 
Transylvania.  We know from 
the Transylvanian Saxon 
Book that the first Saxon 
coming to America believed 
to be Johann Kelp in 1694.  
This would begin the next 
journey for Transylvanian 
Saxons from their adopted 
and created Mother-Land of 
Transylvania to what would 
become their new homes in 
North America.

Again, The Transylvanian 
Book tells us that the wave 
of Saxons coming to America 
was from 1886 to 1914.  This is 
when many of the Saxons that 
started Martin Luther Church 
would come to America.  The 
second wave occurs after 
1918.  Transylvania would 
officially become part of Ro-
mania.  This started a wave 
of immigration between 1922 
and 1930.  These Saxons 
would make up the remain-
der of the Saxons that would 
be important and part of the 
founders of the Martin Luther 
Church congregation.

This is where we leave you 
for today.  In coming Volksb-
latt articles we will detail how 
the creation of Martin Luther 
Church began and how the 
Third Wave of Immigration 
of Transylvanian Saxons to 
America, from 1949 to 1955, 
affected the church.

BRANCH 10, COLUMBUS 
By Donald Blum

Susanna Karst

On May 23rd, 1931 Su-
sanna was born in Botsch, 
Siebenbürgen (Transylvania, 
Romania) where she grew up 
in a close-knit community of 
fellow Transylvanian Saxons. 
For anyone who had the privi-
lege of sitting down and chat-
ting with her, it would instantly 
become clear that Susanna 
had lived through and expe-
rienced a lot in her 92 years. 
At only 7 years old Susanna 
and her sisters tragically 
lost their parents within two 
years of each other to illness. 
The sisters were taken in by Martin Luther Church
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The beautiful eggplant masquerades 
as meat or pasta

	
The eggplant has been known to humans for thousands 

of years. Until the 12th century, however, its main use was 
as a table decoration. At that time, it was widely believed 
that this beautiful member of the nightshade family caused 
insanity.

	 All that changed when Thomas Jefferson planted 
imported eggplants at Monticello. Soon the word was out. 
The eggplant was a nutritious and versatile ingredient.

	 Today, we know that this substantial vegetable is high 
in fiber and a good source of potassium. Unlike most foods 
used in vegetarian fare, it’s a stick-to-your-ribs addition to 
any meal. 
You won’t 
feel hungry 
in an hour 
or two when 
your main 
dish fea-
tures egg-
plant.

The big 
p u r p l e 
A me r ic a n 
variety is the most popular in the U.S. Chinese eggplant 
looks more like a purple cucumber; Italian and white vari-
eties are smaller. 

Try these tasty dinners.

Meatless steak 
Cut the sides off an eggplant and slice into four pieces, 

3/4-inch thick. Sprinkle with salt and let stand 20 minutes; 
rinse and pat dry.

Combine 2 tablespoons olive oil with 1/4 teaspoon Ta-
basco, and brush on the slices. Place on a baking sheet and 
bake 15 minutes at 350 degrees, turning once. Then broil 1 
minute per side until brown and tender, or grill 7 minutes 
per side.

Combine 1 tablespoon olive oil, minced garlic, 1 table-
spoon balsamic vinegar, 1 teaspoon parsley, and 1 teaspoon 
fresh rosemary. Brush over cooked eggplant, add salt and 
pepper, and let stand for 5 minutes. 

Eggplant parmigiana
Peel eggplant and cut into half-inch slices. Dip into beaten 

egg, then flour. Cook in hot oil 4 to 6 minutes, turning once. 
Drain on paper towels. Return to skillet, sprinkle with Par-
mesan, top with spaghetti sauce and cheese, and heat until 
heated through.

Challenges faced by 
elder orphans

	
Imagine yourself at age 

70, retired or about to retire. 
Likely, your parents are de-
ceased. Your siblings may 
be, too. 

You might be in a happy 
marriage. Or not. And, if not, 
where are your people? Your 
BFF may still be around. But 
maybe not. There are always 
friends, people say.

But the fact is, those who 
live the longest find them-
selves without living family 
or children, largely without 
close ties. You know you 
have arrived in that moment 
when you can’t think of any-
one to put down on a form as 
emergency contact.

These people are often 
called ‘elder orphans.’ They 
have special challenges, ac-
cording to Caring Places.

Any challenges of mobili-
ty (or mental capacity) make 
it difficult or impossible, to 
stay in their home alone. 
Even temporary conditions 
are a problem. If an elder 
orphan needs a hip replace-
ment, there is nowhere to 
recover except at a nursing 
home.

Meanwhile, they increas-
ingly need help with finan-
cial and legal matters. With 
no children or relatives in 
sight, they may find them-
selves targeted by estate or 
conservatorship fraud with 
no family to defend or ad-
vise.

Some solutions:
* Make a living will so 

that your end-of-life choices 
are set. Choose a health care 
proxy -- even an attorney or 
friend might do.

* Keep in touch with 
people you know. You may 
have a network of friends 
from clubs, church, or work 
with whom you can keep in 
touch.

* Consider senior commu-
nities. Larger senior commu-
nities may offer both health 
and home services, as well 
as entertainment and com-
munity. Even if you don’t 
have a lot of money, govern-
ment-sponsored senior hous-
ing communities may offer 
affordable social contact and 
security.	
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Mail to: Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons, 5323 Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44129-1503

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

  
SS# __________________ Date of Birth ______________

Name_________________________________________________

Old Street Address was___________________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________________________

New Street____________________________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________________________

USE ONLY THIS FORM 
FOR CHANGE OF 

ADDRESS AND 
CANCELLATIONS

All information in the form 
to the right and below must 
be correctly typed, or legibly 
written.

   CHANGE
   CANCELLATION
   NEW to receive paper

  




