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KEEP CALM
and

stay SAFE!

Rules:
1. All ATS members are eligible.
2. There are three Age Groups for judging:
  Ages 12 & under 
  Ages 13—19 
  Ages 20 & Up
3. Essay length not to exceed 200 words
4. Essay must be submitted to ATS   
 Home Offi ce by August 30, 2020
5. Submissions must include name,   
 address, age and Local Branch   
 Number.

Awards: 
 Prizes will be awarded to top 
three winners in each age group: 
 1st Place $100 
 2nd Place $50 
 3rd Place $25

We will publish essays in the Volks-
blatt and display them at the 2021 
Heimattag.

Deadline for essays 
August 30, 2020. 

Essay to be sent to the 
ATS Home Offi ce, 

5393 Pearl Road, Cleveland OH 44129.

With no meeting happening this month, there 
are only a few things to be addressed at this time. 
Though much of the state of Ohio is in varying 
degrees of the coronavirus, here in Lorain county 
we are at a level 2 and told we are on the rise 
of new cases everyday. Which probably means 
that we’re no better off than we were 3 months 
ago. Still much is not known about who, why, and 
where this virus will overcome, as well as those 
who have yet to feel its physical effects. But the 
fact that there’s not a business anywhere that 
permits you to be an occupant without a mask, 
still reminds us that the possibilities still remain 
that you could be next.

It is with these thoughts that have been shared 
with the other Branch 5 offi cers that have led to the 
decision to cancel this year’s picnic at Lakeview 
Park that was scheduled for August 16, 2020. It 
was under the hope that things would be better 
for the opportunity to gather for this annual event 
but as such, that’s not the case. The diffi culty in 
serving food, playing games and socializing in 
such an environment while maintaining required 

BRANCH 5, LORAIN
By Michael Johnson

distances would quite frankly, not even 
be very fun. Our hope is that the climate 
of this situation will improve to where 
we may be able to plan for a Christmas 
dinner. The test may be how well we 
do when gathering for our next branch 
meeting. 

The American Slovak Club has given 
us permission to hold our meeting in the 
basement of the club in order that we 
can more easily practice the distancing 
protocol while donning our masks. That 
meeting is due to take place on Monday, 
September 21, 2020 at 7:00 PM. 

Time marches on and so do birthdays! 
Quite a few in fact. Happy Birthday in 
the month of August to Sisters Dawn 
Schindler, Myrna Jones, Jeanne Petty, 
and Brothers Robert Brenner, Ronald 
Stephanchick, Brent Sanders, Nicholas 
Piller and Albert Lachman who is turning 
97!  Happy Birthday also to our Junior 
members Mark Cox, Wendy Weber, Da-
vid Goss, and Victoria Goss. Everyone 
enjoy your special day!  

Until next time, here’s looking forward 
to a safe, yet productive rest of your 
summer! 

I have a hard time believing that it is August 
already.  Where has the time gone?  Especially 
since we’re all staying home, it seems like the 
days should be dragging along rather than speed-
ing up.  Soon the children will be going back to 
school.  Well, maybe they will go back to school.  
They could be going back to school virtually.  It’s 
possible that there won’t be any of those “getting 
on the school bus on the fi rst day of school” pic-
tures!  Who would have ever thought this would 
happen?  However, the health of our children 
must be a priority.  They are our future.  

The ATS Board of Directors voted to cancel the 
upcoming ATS Open Bowling Tournament that 
was scheduled to be held in October and hosted 
by the Youngstown bowlers.  Planning and ad-
vertising for it needed to start soon, and with ev-
erything still up in the air amidst the pandemic, 
we felt that that we couldn’t ask our bowlers to 
travel for this event.  Youngstown will have the 
option to host the tournament next year.  This 
was always a fun and relaxed event to see peo-
ple from other branches and even other states.  It 
was always fun to catch up on what’s happening 
with those people that you met at previous tour-
naments.

The Salem Saxon Club Branches 18 & 19, have 
agreed to host the North American Heimattag in 
2021.  They had most of their plans in place for 
this year before it was cancelled.  They’ll just 
stretch those plans into next year.  They don’t 
have a date yet for the event.  We will keep you 
posted.  I know everyone will be looking forward 
to getting together after this pandemic is over.  
We must keep positive thoughts that next year’s 
events will go on!

Did you know that if you have a Traditional In-
dividual Retirement Account (IRA) and you’re 
over 72 ½, you do not have to take your Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) this year?  The 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act that became law on March 27, 2020 
suspended the requirement for the year 2020.  For 
those that don’t know, the RMD is a rule that is 
designed to spread out the distributions of one’s 
entire interest in a Traditional IRA plan over one’s 
life expectancy.  Since all distributions coming 
out of a Traditional IRA are taxable (due to be-
ing deposited into the IRA account either pre-
tax or by taking a tax deduction for the deposit), 
people didn’t want to withdraw the funds.  The 
IRS then made the rule that you have to take that 
withdrawal systematically after reaching a set 
age.  This age used to be 70 ½, but was changed 
a couple years back to be age 72 ½.  The RMD 
amount for your IRA is calculated using the prior 
year-end balance in your account.  Requiring a 
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DEADLINE DATES FOR ARTICLES:
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Have you emailed your article past 12 Noon? 
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Bist du ein Sachs, 
und sagt’s mit Stolz?

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    Cont’d from Page 1

DONATION FOR SCHLOSS HORNECK 

Name___________________________________
Address_________________________________
City________________State______
Zipcode____________

Amount Donated $__________________

Please indicate if donation is in memory 
or honor of someone

 __________________________________

Schloss Horneck needs OUR help!

Schloss Horneck located in Gundelsheim, Germany 
is the international location for our Siebenbürger Sach-
sens to house Sachsen artifacts, books and other his-
torical documents and records. It is important to our 
worldwide Sachsen community to help in the mainte-
nance expenses of this historical facility that will pre-
serve our Sachsen culture and heritage.

The Federation of Transylvanian Saxons requests 
donation to help in the funding of the facility.  If you are 
interested in giving a donation, please complete the 
form below and send to the ATS Home Offi ce, 5393 
Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 44129.  

Please make your check payable to the ATS.

withdrawal from a possibly declining investment 
account to satisfy the RMD based upon a pre-
pandemic market value could have a devastating 
effect on an IRA account balance.  For that rea-
son, the CARES Act suspended the requirement 
for 2020.

How does this affect our ATS members who 
have a Traditional IRA Account?  First, an ATS 
IRA is NOT contingent on the stock market.  You 
receive a guaranteed rate of interest on your 
account and are possibly earning a rate that is 
higher than our guaranteed rate.  (Current con-
tracts are guaranteed at 1.75%, but paying 3%.)  
Second, you are not required to take that RMD 
before the end of the year.  However, if you want 
to take a withdrawal, you are allowed.  You can 
take more or less than the required calculation.  
The Home Offi ce will not be contacting anyone 
with a Traditional IRA as we usually do regarding 
the Required Minimum Withdrawal.  If you wish 
to make a withdrawal, you will need to contact us 
and we’ll get it set up for you.  Of course, all of 
this only applies to a Traditional IRA.  It does not 
apply to a Roth IRA or our Annuity accounts.  As 
always, if you ever have any questions regard-
ing your account, feel free to call the ATS Home 
Offi ce.  Regarding whether to take or not to take 
your RMD, you should consult your tax advisor.

Until next time….

Due to the critical situa-
tion of Covid-19 in our area, 
Branch 1’s Oktoberfest on 
August 15th is now post-
poned until a time that it is 
safe for everyone.  The Sach-
senheim and its beer garden 
will continue to remain open 
to serve the public as per 
county and state guidelines.  
As I’ve said before, we will 
get through this if we all use 
common sense and take the 
necessary precautions.  

The 250 Club Night will be 
cancelled this year.  The fi nal 
drawings will still take place 
possibly on a Taco Tuesday 
or Friday evening so people 
who wish to be present can 
attend.  Again, this will be 
as per health and safety 
guidelines.

BRANCH 1, 
CLEVELAND

By Robert Hanek

Public hotspots risky

Everyday activities such 
as reading email or news 
can be risky at public Wi-Fi 
hotspots, according to Nor-
ton, Inc.

When you join a public 
network, you are at risk for 
a cybercriminal intercept-
ing, or just snooping in your 
private communication. 
This can compromise your 
passwords and credit cards.

Some Wi-Fi hotspots look 
familiar but can be mali-
cious. Norton gives the ex-
ample of a hotel called the 
Goodnyght Inn. You join 
the network Goodnght Inn. 
Check the spelling. The 
name is not the same. It is 
probably a rogue hotspot set 
up by cybercriminals.

Norton gives these rules:
- Never allow your Wi-

Fi to auto-connect to net-
works.

- Don’t click on links. Go 
directly to the website and 
verify it by typing https be-
fore the address.

- Don’t leave on your Wi-
Fi or Bluetooth if you aren’t 
using them.

- Never access business or 
fi nancial accounts on public 
Wi-Fi.
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CHURCHES

St. Peter’s 
German and Saxon
Lutheran Church
11423 Chicago Rd.

Warren, Michigan 48093
(586) 979-3850 

stpeters _church@sbcglobal.net
www.stpeterswarren.or

10:00 Bilingual Service 
Nursery

Coffee following service
Senior Circle

Sunday School
Church Choir

Bell Choir

St. John’s Lutheran Church
1000 Ford Road

Highland Hts., Ohio
(440)  449-1334

Rev. Paul Stork
Pastor

        10:00   Worship Service

We remember our Sisters 
and Brothers who have 
departed this life in recent 
days. Our sincere sympathy 
is extended to the members 
of the bereaved families.                

The meeting was called to order by I. 
President Glenn Spack on July 11, 
2020 at 10:00 am in Cleveland West, 
Ohio.  An invocation was delivered 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 
and a moment of silence for the 
members of the league that have 
passed since the last convention.  
Delegates were reminded to sign in 
on the convention register.

Glenn Spack appointed Carl Schmitz II. 
to act as Sergeant-At-Arms.

Roll Call of OfficersIII. 
President – Glenn Spack (present)
Vice President- Tom Simon 
(present)
Statistical Secretary- CJ Schmitz 
(present)
Secretary/Treasurer- Jenny King 
(present)
Auditors- Karen Kinser, Monica 
Gilles (both present) and Rich Baker 
(excused)

A motion was made by Monica Gilles IV. 
followed by a second by Jeff Krestel 
to waive the reading of the minutes 
from the 62nd TSBA Convention, since 
they had already been accepted.   All 
were in favor. Motion carried

The Officers each gave their report V. 
for the 2019-2020 season.  Monica 
Gilles gave the Auditor’s Report 
which found the books to be in good 
record. 

The roll call of delegates showed VI. 
15 people present and eligible to 
vote.  Meeting attendees: Denise 
Crawford, Karen Kinser, Andy 
Krestel, Jeff Krestel, Carl Schmitz, 
CJ Schmitz, Jenny King, Joan Miller-

Andrew W. Botschner
Age 90

Died: May 17, 2020
Branch 14, Canton OH

Linda G. Kester
Age 70

Died: May 25, 2020
Branch 2, Erie PA 

Evelyn S. Laczko
Age 80

Died: June 13, 2020
Branch 30, Youngstown OH

Betty J. Page
Age 97

Died: July 12, 2020
Branch 2, Erie PA 

Rose B. Greist
Age 90

Died: July 21, 2020
Branch 30, Youngstown OH

63rd TSBA Convention Minutes

Malue, Brian Gilles, Monica Gilles, 
Dan Both, Milt McCoy, Glenn Spack, 
Candace Crum and Tom Simon.

There was no Unfinished Business.VII. 
Honorariums and Allowances to stay VIII. 

the same.
League type will stay the same, IX. 

consisting of a 4-person team.  The 
number of sessions will stay at 7 
sessions.  The Team and Branch fee 
will remain at $15 each.  The Bowler 
fee will remain at $5 per bowler.

 President Glenn Spack, Statistical X. 
Secretary CJ Schmitz, and Trustee 
Rich Baker all accepted another term 
in their respected positions.  Monica 
Gilles made a motion to cast a 
unanimous ballot to reelect Officers to 
their respected positions.  Milt McCoy 
second the motion.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried.  ATS President Denise 
Crawford preformed the installation 
of Officers.

City Representatives were set for the XI. 
2020-2021 season.  A list of Branch 
Representatives is to enable any 
bowler to contact them during the year 
to make changes in meal reservations 
or bowling schedule.

Alliance  
Karen Kinser (330) 581-5049
Cleveland East  
Jeff Krestel (440) 376-5223
Cleveland West   
CJ Schmitz (440) 799-1940
Lorain  
Monica Gilles (440) 309-7894
New Castle  
Rich Baker (724) 854-0149
Salem    
Glenn Spack (330) 332-8174

President Glenn Spack brought up XII. 
the future of the season due to 
Corona Virus.  A discussion was 
held concerning the pandemic and 
whether it would be possible to 
schedule a season.  Carl Schmitz 
made a motion to cancel the season. 
A second was made by Jeff Krestel.  
All were in favor.  Motion carried. 

 Carl Schmitz made a motion to hold XIII. 
a Spring Tournament, hosted by 
Youngstown, which would be open 
to all ATS members.  Jeff Krestel  
seconded the motion. All were in 
favor. Motion carried.  The tournament 
will consist of a one day team event 
on March 7, 2021 tentatively at 
Amron Lanes in Canfield, Ohio with 
an awards banquet afterwards. 

Vice President Tom Simon brought up XIV. 
the issue of the ATS Open Bowling 
Tournament being affected due to 
the pandemic and suggested that it 
be cancelled.

President Glenn Spack reminded XV. 
everyone Salem will host the 64th 
TSBA Convention  on June 12, 2021 
and the TSBA Tournament in 2022.

The minutes of the 63XVI. rd TSBA Convention 
were read by the Secretary Treasurer 
Jenny King.  A motion was made by 
Karen Kinser to accept the reading of 
the minutes and adjourn the meeting. 
Candace Crum second the motion.  
All were in favor.  President Glenn 
Spack thanked all for coming.

Ingredients:
3/4 cup butter
3 tablespoons minced garlic
2 pounds large sea scallops
1 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

Easy Garlic-Lemon Scallops

Directions:
Melt butter in a large skillet over medium-high heat.  Stir in garlic and 
cook for a few seconds until fragrant.  Add scallops and cook for several 
minutes on one side, then turn over and continue cooking until firm and 
opaque.

Remove scallops to a platter, then whisk salt, pepper and lemon juice into 
butter.  Pour sauce over scallops to serve.

Recipe by Button on allrecipes.com

Optional:
Add white wine during cooking and/or garnish with parsley, thyme, chives 
or other herbs.

The facts about 
distracted driving

According to 2017 statis-
tics from the CDC:

* 6% of all motor vehicle 
crashes in the United States 
involved a distracted driver.

* 3,166 people died in 
crashes involving a distract-
ed driver.

* 599 non-occupants (e.g., 
pedestrians and cyclists) 
died in a crash that involved 
a distracted driver.

* At any given time in 
2017, an estimated 2.0% of 
all drivers on the road were 
visibly using a hand-held 
device - a 0.1% reduction 
from 2016.

* Distractions are present 
52% of the time in normal 
driving.

Common distractions: 
- interacting with an adult 

or teen passenger (15%)
- using a cell phone (6%)
- using systems such as 

climate control and radio 
(4%)

On average, a non-fatal 
injury crash at work that in-
volves distraction costs the 
employer $72,442.



LOCAL EVENTS 

 August 15, 2020
  Cleveland Br 1 Oktoberfest CANCELLED
 August 16, 2020
  Lorain Br 5 Picnic Lakeview Park CANCELLED
 September 20, 2020
  Cleveland Brs 1 and 4 Membership Banquet
 October 17, 2020
  Cleveland Saxon Dance Group Traubenfest
 October 30, 2020
  Cleveland Brs 1 and 4 Children’s Halloween Party
 November 6, 2020
  Chicago Br. 9 Siebenbürger Sachsen Stiftungsfest
 November 8, 2020
  Cleveland Brs 1 and 4 Veterans Day Dinner
 November 21, 2020
  Cleveland Br 1 Sausage Sale
 December 12, 2020
  Cleveland Brs 1 and 4 Children’s Christmas Party
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NATIONAL EVENTS

 October 10 - 11, 2020
  ATS Open Bowling Tournament CANCELLED  
  Host Youngstown Saxon Bowlers
 March 7, 2021
  TSBA Spring Tournamant
  Host Youngstown Bowlers

  

FRATERNAL CALENDAR ASK ... 

ASK YOUR DEPUTY HOW A CERTIFICATE OF 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE ATS CAN HELP YOU TO SAVE!

Alliance OH
Helen Aeling
330-862-2563
Denise Aeling Crawford
330-257-0267

Canton OH
Helen Aeling
330-862-2563

Chicago IL
Randall Floyd
219-798-6908

Cleveland OH East
Ema Litschel
440-358-1184
Margarete Ziegler
440-951-0159

Cleveland OH West
Robert Cunningham
216-398-7520
Joan Miller-Malue
216-233-8631
Trudy Schaef
216-215-2269
Monica Weber
440-356-5936

Columbus OH
Michael Roth
614-216-0008

Detroit MI
Karin Weihs
989-426-1059

Ellwood City PA
Lori Biddle-Berendt
724-714-1217

Erie PA  
Thomas Manning 
814-864-6072
    
Lorain OH
Monica Gilles
440-309-7894

Merrillville IN
Randall Floyd
219-798-6908

Monaca PA
Terri Munroe
 724-544-0457

New Castle PA
Marie Benedict
724-667-7395

Salem OH
Helen Aeling
330-862-2563
Barbara Spack
330-337-7487

  

The Alliance of Transylvanian Sax-
ons is looking for members to share 
their family’s personal story of life 
in Transylvania and their journey to 
America.

The ATS is hoping to gather enough stories that we can 
publish a book that will be valuable to future generations 
on learning from personal memoirs on how our Saxons 
lived in Transylvania and their travels from their home-
land.
Individuals submitting their stories can also include pho-
tos.
Submit your story to the ATS Home Office, 5393 Pearl 
Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44129.  Include your full name, 
phone number, email and local Branch No. 
We hope that we can collect enough stories within the 
year that we can publish a book of Transylvanian Saxon 
Memoirs.

It happens all the time. 
New college kids excitedly 
tell their parents: Look! I’m 
going to major in interpre-
tive dance!

Or theater or art, or some-
thing that makes the parent 
shudder to think what kind 
of actual job the kid can 
get.

To parents, focused on 
concrete issues like pay-
ing for college, interpretive  
dance is often not welcome 
news.

While parents don’t want 
to quash the student’s en-
thusiasm, some guidance is 
acceptable.

Many parents do discuss 
their children’s college pro-
grams before class schedules 
are settled, but many do not. 
Some students might see a 
school guidance counselor 
for this, but others do not.

What students see is a 
catalogue of classes, all of 
which seem interesting. The 
temptation is to load up, 
sometimes on too much ac-
ademics at once, and some-
times on too many casual 
courses.  

A good basic schedule will 
include required classes, an 
optional class, and perhaps 
a class for pure enjoyment. 
Choir might not help qualify 
an engineer but it will be en-
riching, if that is something 

Back to College:  Have a voice in your 
child’s academic program

that interests the student.
Parents are typically con-

cerned that the student takes 
courses that in some way 
prepare him or her for a 
job.

Don’t discount a liberal 
arts degree. Many gradu-
ates find good employment 
there, especially if they 
have other talents in com-
puter programming, for ex-
ample, according to CNBC. 
In fact, with high program-
ming skills, a college degree 
might not even be necessary 
these days.

Still, a student with high 
math skills might be en-
couraged to focus on a me-
chanical engineering de-
gree. Another student with 
an interest in some aspect 
of technology, could look at 
computer science or infor-
mation technology degrees. 
Both of these areas are in 
high demand.

Finally, consider the con-
tent of the classes. For some 
parents, it is important that 
students learn a traditional 
version of history, featuring 
the founding fathers and the 
creation of America. Oth-
er parents demand a more 
critical approach to history 
and politics. Whatever your 
preference, find out what is 
being taught, especially if 
you are paying for college.
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The history of the Saxon 
people is not an unrelieved 
story of blood shed, hardship, 
and war. There were times 
when the Saxons showed 
their character and ability 
in industry, art, and trade. 
During periods of peace they 
were able to gather the wealth 
for which their neighbors 
envied them. One of these 
prosperous periods came 
during the reign of Ludwig 
the Great (1342-82).

SAXON TRADE AND  COMMERCE  IN THE XIV CENTURY

Ludwig of Anjou, King of Hungary

This great King knew how 
to promote the welfare of his 
people in every line of trade, 
or work, and was supported 
in his efforts by the Bishop 
of Transylvania, the able 
Goblinus, who was the son of 
the Saxon farmer Adalbert of 
Grosscheuern. Goblinus was 
appointed to this high office 
by Pope Gregory XI in 1376. 
Because of his fine education 
and his broadmindedness 
both the King and the people 
held him in high esteem and 
sought his advice. In 1383 
Queen Maria, in recognition 
of his meritorious services, 
gave him three Rumanian 
villages, as well as Hamlisch 
and Selischt, which at the 
time did not belong to free 
Saxon territory.

In 1376 the King sent Bish-
op Goblinus and Johann von 
Scharfeneck, the commander 
of the important fortress of 
Landskrone, to the meeting 
of the Councils of the seven 
Saxon districts. He had called 
this meeting for the purpose 
of reorganizing and improv-
ing the trade guilds, by set-
ting up new rules and laws 
to help in the elimination of 
unfair trade practices. The 
trade guilds were old orga-
nizations brought over from 
Germany, and were now well 
established in Hermannstadt, 
Muehlbach, Broos, and 
Schassburg, as well as in the 
other Saxon cities.

In order to improve the 
organizations, and to make 
it possible for all the people 
to derive some benefit from 
them, the meeting set up the 
following rules: During the 
week after Christmas each 
guild shall hence forth elect 
two guildmasters. These 
must swear to keep prices 
down, to permit no injustice 
in the guilds; to punish all 
wrongdoers regardless of 
friendship or relationship.    

They must swear to accept 
no bribes, to allow no guilty 
persons to go free, nor to per-
secute the innocent because 
of personal prejudice. It is 
their duty, as representatives 
of the craft-men, to attend 
the quarterly county Council 
meetings and assist in re-
moving all evils which might 
occur in the country in gen-
eral. Under penalty of twenty 
marks of fine silver no one 
was permitted to pursue more 
than one trade. No one was 
permitted to appropriate the 
tools of his debtor or prevent 
another from working for 
him.    They were determined 
to prevent individual control 
of a whole industry.

On the other hand, each 
was permitted to buy as much 
as he needed to expand his 
business, permitted to keep as 
many helpers as he pleased, 
and could sell his goods 
either in the open market or 
at home. As a re sult of these 
resolutions, the workman-
ship and quality of Saxon 
com modities soon was excel-
lent and without defects. The 
butcher who sold meat that 
was not fresh was fined, and 
the meat given to the dogs. 
Cloth which did not have the 
right measurement or speci-
fied material was taken away 
from the weavers and given 
to the poor. The blacksmith 
who hurt a horse when shoe-
ing it was obliged to bear the 

King Ludwig and his time

cost of the injury. The guild 
also concerned itself with the 
honor of its members. Those 
of uncertain character were 
not taken into the guild. Inde-
cent behavior was punished. 
When a guild member died, 
the other members attended 
the funeral. If the dead mem-
ber had been poor, the guild 
bore the funeral expenses.

The guilds were, of course, 
only for Saxons and others of 
German de scent, and were 
therefore a sort of immigra-
tion regulating body. Any 
German who had maintained 
a good reputation while living 
among the Saxons had to be 
taken into the organization. 
He needed no references. 
Unless someone accused 
him of a specific fault, the 
candidate was con sidered 
an honorable man fit to be-
long to the trade guilds. If 
a guild refused to admit an 
applicant without showing 
a good reason for its action, 
the guild was fined 20 marks 
silver. Whoever had learned 
his trade in cities in which 
the guilds were active, was 
admitted into mem bership 
on payment of only half of 
the initiation fee. A master’s 
son who married a master’s 
daughter was admitted into 
the organization without pay-
ment of this entrance fee.

At this time there were nine-
teen guilds in Hermannstadt, 
represent ing twenty-five dif-
ferent trades. The advanced 
state of the Saxon Guild 
system, and its influence in 
trade and commerce, may be 
graphically comprehended 
when we consider that in 
Augsburg, one of the larger 
trade centers in Germany, 
there were at the same time 
only sixteen guilds represent-
ing twenty trades.

Saxon merchants often had to defend their
wares against robbers....

The guilds were concerned 
not only with their own 
welfare, but with conditions 
throughout the country. 
They represented an organ-
ized effort to do away with 
all injustice and evil, and to 
raise the Saxon nation to a 
distinguished position both 
in industry and in cultural 
devel opment.

The articles which the 
tradesmen produced had to be 
sold, so com merce began to 
flourish, too. At that time the 
Cape of Good Hope had not 
yet been circumnavigated, 
and all the trade between Eu-
rope and the East was carried 
through the Danubian coun-
tries. This meant, of course, 
that most of it also went 
through Transylvania. The 
Saxon mer chants knew how 
to benefit by this commercial 
activity, and their busi ness 
grew and expanded beyond 
the boundaries of their own 
country. We soon find them 
in Poland, where they en-
joyed the same freedom and 
privileges as the merchants 
of Krakau. Their ships sailed 
between the rich cities of 
Ofen and Vienna. From here 
the Saxon merchants soon 
ventured far into Germany. In 
the south they went through 
the Danube countries and also 

along the coast of the Adri-
atic Sea to Venice and Zara. 
They took the produce of the 
guilds and the farmers and 
miners into Constantinople, 
and even into Egypt. Even 
though travel was difficult 
and dangerous, most of it be-
ing done on horseback, these 
enterprising Saxons were not 
afraid. They defended their 
wares against the robbers just 
as they defended their homes 
against the enemy during 
times of war.

During these industrious 
periods the Saxons were able 
to build the castles which 
protected them in times of 
war. They gathered extensive 
knowledge on their trade 
journeys. They built public 
schools at a time when public 
education in other countries 
did not exist. In fact, these 
schools may be regarded 
as the first public schools. 
Every Saxon vil lage had its 
own school as early as the 
end of the 13th Century, and 
at tendance was obligatory. 
Not until two hundred years 
later did ele mentary public 
education win the support of 
the other European peo ples.

The Saxon nation, although 
weak in numbers and small 
in terri tory, maintained itself 
above its stronger neighbors 
by the sheer power : its inner 
cultural development. To this 
people in the 14th Century 
the words of Schiller, the 
great German poet, might be 
applied :

Thy toil is blessed,—
the world goes well with 
thee, 
Thy barns are full,
There stands thy house — 
no nobleman’s more fair! 
They burn with envy all, 
to see thee living
Happy and free on thine 
inheritance.

From “Saxons through 
Seventeen Centuries” by 
Rev. John Foisel, pub-
lished by the Alliance of 
Transylvanian Saxons
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CONGRATULATIONS!
The following are the winners of the 

2020 Summer coloring contest:

Ages 3-4
Claire Burick

Br. 27 – New Castle

Ages 5-6
Juliane Paal

Br. 27 – New Castle

Ages 7-8
Kyleigh Scutella

Br. 2 - Erie

Ages 9-10
Julie Wagner
Br. 2 - Erie

Ages 3-4
Quinn Carlevale, Youngstown
Bodhi Krahe, Erie
George Lanahan, Erie
Sophie Randolph, Erie
Jessa Westland, Canton

Ages 5-6
Chelsey Cunningham, Monaca
Ava Gregorich, Farrell
Nikola Krahe, Erie
Henry Lanahan, Erie
Jillian Lewis, New Castle
Raegan Lewis, New Castle
Alice Mc Cormick, Youngstown
Caiden Phillips, Cleveland
Kyle Preble, Youngstown
Holden Randolph, Erie,
Emma Sloan, Youngstown

2020 Summer Coloring Contest Participants

Ages 7-8
Alexander Burick, New Castle
Colby Cunningham, Monaca
Caleb Hernandez, Youngstown
Amanda Hudak, New Castle
Amelia Italiani, Erie
Dominick Salinas, Youngstown
Jenna Westland, Canton

Ages 9-10
Logan Aeling, Alliance
Gianna Italiani, Erie
Ella Izenour, Home Branch
Kendall Kaba, New Castle
Fiona Mc Cormick, Youngstown
Liam Normington, New Castle
Katelynn Pechastsko, Cleveland
Quinn Pechatsko Cleveland
Jenna Peters, Lorain
Allison Phillips, Cleveland
Ava Salinas, Youngstown
Haley Slotnick Hebrank, Cleveland
Alex Spack, Salem
Jaycie Westland, Canton

The ATS Youth Activities 
Committee thanks the follow-
ing junior members who sent 
in their colored 4th of July  
pictures.

Stephanie Schmidt, 
recipient of the Niles 

Branch 20 Scholarship

Let’s hope that no one looks back 
at 2020 and thinks: Those were the 
good old days. That implies there 
are going to be worse days.

Still, as bad as 2020 has been, there 
were countless really bad years in 
recorded history. There have been 
so many bad years, how do we re-
ally choose? If we choose death as 
a yardstick, we really should nar-
row that down. Do you want death 
by war, disease, bad policy, starva-
tion, drought, or what? Or maybe 
we choose sheer brutality. Tons of 
choices there. Or, how about choic-
es that seemed okay at the time, but 
had long-lasting terrible ramifi ca-
tions? Maybe, natural disasters? 

Here are four really bad years 
plucked out of history for their gen-
eral awfulness:

- Disease and Natural Disaster 
Award: 1300s. In 1315, Europe’s 
warm period of prosperity ended 
with a bang. Possibly because of 
volcanic activity, winters became 
brutal and summers cold and rainy. 
Crops failed. About 80 percent of 
animals died of infections. Fam-
ine took hold. Life expectancy was 
about 29 years. Cannibalism, in-
fanticide, and mass starvation were 
characteristics of a 60-year period 
in that century. As for disease, 1348 
was a banner year. The terrifying 
black death visited not just on strug-
gling Europe, but also the world. In 
18 months, up to 200 million people 
worldwide died. Bodies were un-
buried in the streets where animals 
tore them apart. Survivors lived in 
fear, stench, and desperation with 
no understanding of the Plague and 
no way to fi ght it. 

- Political Chaos, Disease, So-

2020 has been bad. But not the worst.

cial Unrest Award: 1919. In the 
economy, infl ation and unemploy-
ment skyrocketed after World War 
I. Infl uenza killed 500,000 Ameri-
cans. The bloody summer of 1919 
was fi lled with race riots, with 500 
wounded and 38 dead in fi ve days 
of violence in Chicago. Across the 
country, 76 black Americans were 
lynched. A million workers went on 
strike, affecting the steel and coal 
industries, and even the Boston po-
lice force. Bombs were mailed to 
federal offi cials and fear gripped 
the nation.

- Dashing of Hope Award: 1968. 
Mass demonstrations for civil rights 
both buoyed and frightened Ameri-
cans. A sense of positive change 
was in the air. But the worst mo-
ments were yet to come: The assas-
sinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and Robert Kennedy. The riots at 
the Democratic National Conven-
tion in August shook the nation.

- Cruelty Award: 1943. In Germa-
ny, systematic deportation of Jews 
to extermination camps was well 
underway. Everyone knew about 
it. No one stopped it. In the U.S., 
240 instances of interracial battles 
in cities and military bases terror-
ized communities. But, according 
to historian Matt Delmont, public 
awareness of atrocities did not pre-
vent them from continuing.

Why August?

The eighth month of the 
Gregorian calendar was origi-
nally the sixth month of the 
Roman calendar, Sextilis. In 8 
BC, it was renamed in honor 
of Augustus, then emperor of 
Rome.

Augustus was the adopted 
son and heir of Julius Cae-
sar. After Caesar’s death, he 
became one of three (with 
Mark Antony and Lepidus) 
to govern a new Roman state. 
He improved every aspect of 
Roman life. An administrative 
genius, he centralized power 
of the empire in Rome and es-
tablished the Pax Romana.
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ATS BRANCH DIRECTORY

Cleveland, OH Br. 1
Mtg. 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.     
Sachsenheim 
7001 Denison Ave
Cleveland OH 44102
(216) 651-0888
PRES: Robert M. Hanek
22677Peachtree Ln 
Rocky River OH 44116
(216) 385-9932
 rhanek8@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Robert Cunningham III
9005 Memphis Villas
Brooklyn OH 44144
(216) 398-7520   
rbcunningham@roadrunner.com
ATS SEC’Y. R.Cunningham 
LOCAL DUES to R. Cunningham

Erie, PA Br. 2
Mtg. 3rd Sunday, 2:30 p.m.    
Siebenbürger Hall 
2114 French St. Erie PA
(814) 452-4712
PRES. Thomas J. Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072   
ettmann1@neo.rr.com
SEC’Y. Liz Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072  
ettmann1@neo.rr.com
ATS SEC’Y Liz Manning
Same address as above
LOCAL DUES to Liz Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072   

Alliance, OH Br. 3
Mtg. 3rd. Wed.- 6:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 166
141 W Main St Alliance OH
PRESIDENT John H. Aeling
15590 Georgetown St. NE 
Minerva, 44657 
(330) 862-3706 
JDAll852@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Matt Aeling
909 E Broad St 
Louisville OH 44641
(330) 205-2586 
maeling1@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y.  Denise Aeling Crawford
5934 Stumph Rd # 416
Parma OH 44130
(330) 257-0267 
dcrawfordcpa@outlook.com
SICK NOTICES  & LOCAL DUES to 
John Aeling
Address shown as President

Cleveland, OH Br. 4
Mtg. 3rd. Mon. 7:00 p.m.    
Sachsenheim 7001 Denison Ave.
(216) 651-0888
PRES. Monica M. Weber
(440) 356-5936
SEC’Y. Joan A. Miller-Malue
17105 Hilliard Rd.
Lakewood OH 44107
(216) 233-8631   
miller-malue@cox.net
ATS SEC’Y Donna Jankow
7663 Ragall Pkwy 
Middleburg Hts OH 44130
(440) 826-0773
SICK NOTICES to 
Joan A. Miller-Malue 
Address as above
LOCAL DUES to 
Donna Jankow Address as above

Lorain, OH Br. 5
Mtg. 3rd Monday of month 7:00 p.m. 
American Slovak Club 
2915 Broadway, Lorain
PRES. Monica Gilles
3520 Beavercrest Dr. #107 
Lorain OH 44053
(440) 309-7894 
gillemo76@hotmail.com
SEC’Y. Brian Gilles
244 Ashwood Dr.
 Avon Lake OH 44012
(440) 315-5214 
bgilles74@yahoo.com
ATS SEC’Y. Ginger Romes
1507 West 39th St
Lorain OH 44053  (440) 989-8424
dgromes@roadrunner.com

Lorain Br. 5 cont’d 
SICK NOTICES to Jane Mowery
3600 Jaeger Dr Unit 3101
Lorain OH 44053 (440) 246-3004       
janie.e.mowery@gmail.com
LOCAL DUES to Michael W. Johnson
41868 Earlene Ct, Elyria OH 44035
(440) 324-2534   mikjo79@gmail.com

Farrell, PA Br. 7
Mtg. 3rd Tuesday 5:30 p.m.  
Farrell Lions Den  
810 Lions Club Lane Farrell PA
(724) 981-7130
PRES. Karen Zaborowski
1714 Shady Dr Farrell PA 16121       
(724) 346-0373
SEC’Y. Betty Holmes
409 Patt Dr. Farrell PA 16121
(724) 981-7130
ATS SEC’Y. Bonnie Gregorich
55 Oak Tree Ct 
West Middlesex PA 16159
(724) 528-0309
SICK NOTICES to Karen Zaborowski
LOCAL DUES to Kathy Schuller
PO Box 834 Andover OH 44003
(440) 293-6973

Alliance, OH Br. 8
Mgt. 3rd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 166
141 W Main St Alliance OH
PRES. Helen E. Aeling
15354 Georgetown St. NE 
Minerva 44657 
(330) 862-2563    HHA658@aol.com
SEC’Y. Lesley Reed
611 N. Market St Minerva OH 44657
(330) 868-3816
ATS SEC’Y. Denise Crawford
5934 Stumph Rd Apt 416 
Parma OH 44130
(330) 257-0267 dcrawfordcpa@outlook.com
SICK NOTICES to Phyllis Biggs
1690 S Freedom 
Alliance OH 44601
(330) 823-0681
LOCAL DUES to: Lesley Reed
Same address as above

Chicago, IL Br. 9
Mtg. 1st Mon. 8:00 p.m. 
DANK Haus 
4740 N. Western (2nd floor) Chicago
PRES. Diethild Thut
923 E Slayton Dr    
Palatine IL  60074    
(847) 934-6308  
dedethut11@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Elfi Sanderson
1425 London Lane 
Glenview IL 60025    
(847) 998-0939 
elfisanderson@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y: Claudia Schmidt
8550 Niles Center Rd Skokie IL 60077
(847) 899-8663 
brasov95@hotmail.com
LOCAL DUES AND SICK NOTICES TO: 
Claudia Schmidt
Address as shown above

Columbus, OH Br. 10
Mtg. 3rd Mon. 1:00 p.m. all months
Hickory House, 
550 Officecenter Place Gahanna OH
PRES. Mike Roth
8063 Ivory Gull Cir
Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 834-2277 rothpmr@aol.com
SEC’Y.  Marlene Mueller
310 Jericho Rd Apt 224
Pickerington OH 43147-1459
(614) 834-1060
ATS SEC’Y.  P. Michael Roth
8063 Ivory Gull Cir  Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 216-0008
LOCAL DUES and Sick Notices to 
Don Blum
6436 Lakeview Cir 
Canal Winchester OH 43110
(614) 837-1915  
donaldcblum@prodigy.net

Canton, OH Br. 14
Mtg. 2nd Sunday 
Location varies
PRES. Thomas J. Rowinsky
1656 Dunkeith Dr NW, Canton, 44708
(330) 478-9333  
ATS SECRETARY: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St NE
Minerva OH 44657
(330) 862-2563 HH658@aol.com
SICK NOTICES  to  
Thomas Rowinsky
Address as shown above
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Merrillville, IN Br. 26 cont’d
SEC’Y.Jeff Szostek
1652 West 97th Ave 
Crown Point IN 46307
(219) 313-7854    szozja1652@gmail.
com
ATS SEC’Y. Randall Floyd
Address and phone as shown above
LOCAL DUES to Zita Palyok
724 E. 25th Pl, Lake Station IN 46405
(219) 962-7345  randz724@comcast.net
Sick Notices to Jeffrey Szostek
1652 West 97th Ave  Crown Point IN 46307
(219) 313-7854  219szos@gmail.com
 
New Castle, PA Br. 27
Mtg. 1st Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Eintracht Hall 
108 Taylor St., 16101
(724) 652-7221
PRES. Marie Benedict
PO Box 25  Edinburg, 16116
(724) 667-7395  
SEC’Y. Dolores Both
1527 Harlansburg Rd New Castle 
16101
(724) 658-7407  doloresboth@verizon.net
ATS SEC’Y. Judy Both
1512 Drespling Ln New Castle 16101
(724) 654-0573
LOCAL DUES to 
Gertrude Tizak  241 Cambridge St. #401  
N.Castle, 16105    (724) 652-1867
Tizakg@yahoo.com
SICK NOTICES to Marie Benedict

Monaca, PA Br. 29
Mtg. 2nd Sunday 6 p.m.
Saxon Club 112 Simes St
PRES. Richard Liller 
150 Sunridge Dr.
Freedom, PA 15042
(724) 869-0261
SEC’Y Lauren Freshkorn
1298 Wagner Ave Monaca PA 15061
(724) 462-0046
ATS SEC’Y. Terri L. Munroe
8101 Revere Pl  Aliquippa PA 15001-9533
(724) 544-0457
 enchantra220@yahoo.com

Youngstown, OH Br. 30
Mtg. 2nd. Sun. 2:00 p.m.
Saxon Club 710 S. Meridian 
Youngstown OH 44509 
(330) 792-7973
PRES.Robert Bachinger
5268 N. Beacon Dr.
Youngstown, OH 44515
(330) 792-5177
bman1017@gmail.com
SEC’Y Fran Hinerman
281 Forest Hill Dr.
Youngstown, OH 44515
ATS SEC’Y Julaine Gilmartin
4173 Timberland Trail
Canfield, OH 44406
(330) 799-5171
Local Dues Donald Hoelzel
695 E. Western Reserve Rd. Unit 2601
Poland, OH 44514
(330) 953-2856

Canton, OH Br. 17
Mtg. 2nd Sunday  Location varies
PRES. Mary Rowinsky
1656 Dunkeith Dr. NW, Canton 44708
(330) 478-9333
SEC’Y. Mary Rowinsky
Samme adress as President
ATS SECRETARY: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St NE
Minerva OH 44657
(330) 862-2563 HH658@aol.com
SICK NOTICES to Mary Rowinsky-
LOCAL DUES to: Rosanne Miller
5186 Everhard Rd NW Apt 7
Canton OH 44718 
(330) 933-4584

Salem, OH Br. 18
Mtg. 2nd Mon. 7:00 p.m. 
Saxon Club 1980 St. Rt. 9 Salem, 
44460  (330) 222-1770
PRES. Marilyn McNutt
1721 State Route 9 Salem 44460
(330) 337-8940
SEC’Y. / ATS SECRETARY
Barbara Spack
1389 Brookview Dr Salem, 44460
(330) 337-7487   babrayn@sbcglobal.net
SICK NOTICES 
to Theresa Spack
384 W Pershing
Salem OH 44460 (330) 831-4119
LOCAL DUES TO: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St. NE Minerva 
44657 
(330) 862-2563    HHA658@aol.com

Salem, OH Br. 19
Mtg. 1st Mon. 7:30 p.m.
Saxon Club 1980 Newgarden Rd
Salem OH 44460  (330) 222-1770    
PRES. George R. Spack
1372 W State St Salem OH 44460
(330) 332-1442
SEC’Y. Robert P. Vogt, Sr.
973 Sunset Blvd. Salem, 44460
(330) 881-3346   mvcobra27@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y Glenn Spack
943 Stewart Rd Salem OH 44460
(330) 337-7575
SICK NOTICES to Glenn T. Spack
address above
 LOCAL DUES to Richard Vogt, Sr.
c/o Salem Saxon Club
1980 Newgarden Rd, Salem, 44460 
(330) 222-1770     

New Castle, PA Br. 25
Mtg. 2nd Thursday 8:00 p.m.
Eintracht Hall 108 Taylor St., 
New Castle PA 16101 
(724) 652-7221
PRES. Detlif Seeger
116 Seneca Way New Castle 16101
(724) 923-9447
SEC’Y. Jake Holzhauser
592 Glass Rd New Castle 16101
(724) 971-1260
holzhauserjeh@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y: Joshua Stelle
104 Ludwig Rd New Castle PA 16105
(724) 699-3039
Local Dues and Sick Notices to
Doug Schafer
113 Okinawa Dr New Castle 16105
(724) 944-6199

Merrillville, IN Br. 26
Meeting first Sunday at 2 p.m.
Slovak Club - 6920 Broadway
(219) 756-5101
PRES. Randall Floyd
1806 E. 73rd Ave. Merrillville, 46410
(219) 798-6908 
 rfloyd1066@msn.com

Ellwood City, PA Br. 32
Mtg. 2nd. Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Saxon Club 901 Millview St.
(724) 758-3268
PRES. Laura Goehring
113 Mahony Ave Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 971-2040
SEC’Y Docia Jacobs
130 Belton Rd Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 758-8486
ATS SEC’Y Lori Berendt
2260 Cherry Hill Rd Ellwood City 
16117
(724) 714-1217
SICK NOTICES to: Joan Evans
197 Portersville Rd Apt 3
Ellwood City PA 16117  (724) 752-
1109

Cleveland, OH Br. 33
Mtg. 2nd. Weds. 7:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
1000 Ford Rd  Highland Heights OH
PRES. Ema Litschel
8050 Conestoga Trail Concord, 
44060   (440) 358-1184
SEC’Y.  Arline Suts
413 Downing Dr Chardon OH 44024
(440) 285-9498 
asuts@windstream.net
ATS SEC’Y. Karyn Schmidt
4979 Anderson Rd 
Lyndhurst OH 44124
(216) 382-7397
SICK NOTICES to Arline Suts
Address and phone as above
LOCAL DUES to Michael Bretz
388 East 317th St. 
Willowick OH 44095
440-943-4543    meb3172@att.net

Detroit, MI Br. 37
Mtg. 1st. Sun. 12:30 p.m.
St. Peters Lutheran Church
11423 Chicago Rd. Warren, MI
(586) 978-3850
PRES. Susanna Fleischer
11060 Furbush Rd. Holly MI 48442
(810) 694-1860 
beetlebugsue7@peoplepc.com 
SEC’Y. Janet Nelson
128 Ottowa Dr. Troy MI 48085
(248) 879-3213
 janetreadnelson@gmail.com
ACTING ATS SEC’Y. 
Susanna Fleischer 
Address as above
LOCAL DUES to Ingrid Weihs-Ferguson
11711 Lancer Dr Sterling Hts MI 48313
iwferguson@aol.com
  
Ellwood City, PA Br. 45
Mtg. 2nd. Sun. 7:30 p.m. 
Saxon Club  901 Millview Ave. 
(724) 758-3268
PRES. Tim Hardy
919 Aiken Ave Ellwood City 16117
(724) 679-2122
SEC’Y. Jamie Miller
114 Rustic Park Rd 
Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 601-4181
ATS SEC’Y. Lori Biddle-Berendt
5412 Fifth Ave Koppel PA 16136
(724) 900-2616
LOCAL DUES TO: 
Ellwood City Saxon Club
PO Box 161, Ellwood City 16117
SICK NOTICES TO: 
Mike Bieselt
106 Fairview Dr Ellwood City PA 
16117
(724) 709-0595

IT’S GREAT
TO BELONG




