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“Spring is the time of plans and projects” is a 
quote from Leo Tolstoy which describes the time 
of the year for our members to plan and support 
upcoming local and national events. Nationally we 
have a number of activities to enjoy for various age 
groups as well as events that Local Branches have 
planned for their membership and communities.  
As we know Spring fosters growth throughout 
the land and gives hope for new beginnings. We 
need our members to grow in their role of active 
participation in our organization.  We need every 
member’s help to spread the word of belonging 
to our great fraternal family.

We are still looking for a few members, ages 
18 – 21, to attend the Jugendlager that will be 
held in Austria July 19 – August 3, 2019.  The ATS 
member is to bear the cost of his/her transporta-
tion to and from Austria. The ATS will pay the 
participation fee. This program is organized by the 
Federation of Transylvanian Saxons to provide an 
experience for young people to learn about their 
Saxon heritage and make friendships from the 
other countries in the Federation.  If a member is 
interested please contact the ATS Home Office as 
soon as possible.

The North American Annual Saxon Heimattag 
will be held in Aylmer, Ontario the weekend of July 
12–14, 2019. It is a time for our Canadian and USA 
Saxons to come together to celebrate our Transyl-
vanian Saxon heritage by enjoying performances 
of the various culture groups, reminisce with 
friends about the past, enjoy good food, music and 
dance.  The festivities will start at the Saxonia Hall 
with a casual event, “East Coast Kitchen Party.” 
On Saturday evening there will be the Heimattag 
Banquet with cultural performances and evening 
dance. Sunday morning there will a parade that will 
lead into the church service followed by lunch with 
afternoon cultural performances. If any Branch or 
cultural group is chartering a bus to bring a large 
group to the Heimattag, the ATS will reimburse 
one-half the cost of the charter. Guaranteed it will 
be a memorable event!  Make plans to attend!

Mother’s Day is a special day each year where 
we honor and celebrate our mothers, as well as 
other influential mother-like figures in our lives, for 
the strong and wonderful people that they are. It 
is a day for us to remember the importance and 
significance our mothers have had on our lives. My 
mother died when I was 26 and it was devastating 
to me that I would no longer be able to hang my 
head on her shoulder or give her a daily hug. But 
till this day, I am thankful that I was blessed with 
a mother that was loving, strong, happy, and self-
less. Her most impressive attribute was caring for 
family and friends. So, I try to follow my mother’s 
teachings to be kind and thoughtful to others. To

2019 NORTH AMERICAN
SAXON HEIMATTAG

AYLMER ONT CANADA
JULY 12-14

See Page 7 for
Reservation Info

BRANCH 22, YOUNGSTOWN 
By Rosemarie Kascher

This is the last meeting of Br. 22 as we will be 
combined into Br. 30.

Upcoming events:
Br. 30 Meeting May 5 at 2:00 p.m. 
 Installation of new officers
 (No meetings in June)
Retirees Meeting, Thursday,  May 9 at 11:30 a.m..
We are delighted to receive two new members, 

family of our past ATS president, Dave Bokesch. 
They are Pamela Albrecht and Patricia Thomas. 
Another new member we welcome is Michele 
Healy.

Birthdays: Samantha Marucci, Regina Teutsch, 
Kay Herman, Markie McCurdy and Betty Garham-
mer.

Please check to see if you have paid your dues 
for this year. They remain at $24.00 for 2019 and 
are payable to Betty Garhammer, 969 Canfield 
Rd, Youngstown OH 44511 or phone at 330- 788-
4274.

Cards for sympathy were sent to: Susan Vuletich 
and family, Raymond Coppersmith and family: 
also the Rosemarie Yohman family.

Our new slate of officers is:
President, Robert Bachinger
First Vice President, June Hoelzel
Second Vice President, Helen Fotiuk
Recording Secretary, Fran Hinerman
Treasurer, Michael Bachinger
Asst. Treasurer, Kiki Eberth
Financial Secretary, Don Hoelzel
Asst. Financial Secretary, Mike Markel
Corresponding Secretary, Rosemarie Kascher
Librarian, Matt Reardon
ATS Secretary, Julaine Gilmartin
Sgt. at Arms Tom Hahn
Trustees: Mike Teutsch, Jr., Head Trustee,   

 Rosemary Zamary, Roger Fotiuk, 
 Candace Crum, Bob Hively, 
 Denny Furman
We are excited about the new  slate of officers 

and wish them well!

Our club’s 125th anniversary is May 
4 and we will celebrate in grand style. 
The Branch Presidents’ Meeting and 
Luncheon will be at the club.  Members 
and guests will gather at the Villa to 
enjoy dinner, celebratory remarks, 
entertainment and music to dance 
the night away. We look forward to 
participating in the meetings and fes-
tivities. We congratulate Branch 25 on 
their 125th anniversary and celebrate 
a wonderful milestone in the history 
of our club. 

Our annual Mother’s Day Dinner has 
been moved to June 6. We will meet at 
the club on May 2 at 3:30 pm to finalize 
our arrangements and take reserva-
tions. It’s never too late to celebrate 
our wonderful mothers.

Jane Fishovitz won the door prize. 
Glorie Geisel informed us that she and 
her husband applied and received their 
Real ID cards. Ms. Razo, who spoke to 
our group in November, helped Glorie 
when they went to the Department of 
Transportation office to apply. They 
had the required documents with them 
and the process was very easy. Their 
cards came in two days later. See you 
all at the club for our meeting on May 
2 at 3:30.

BRANCH 27, NEW CASTLE
By Dolores Both

WE HAVE A RICH AND 
COLORFUL HISTORY 

AND HERITAGE!
DO YOUR PART 

TO KEEP IT ALIVE!
BECOME A PROUD 

AND ACTIVE MEMBER!
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DEADLINE DATES FOR ARTICLES:
 DEADLINE  ISSUE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2019 FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2019 FRIDAY, MAY 31, 2019
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2019 FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2019

THE  DEADLINE DATE FOR ARTICLES 
IS WEDNESDAY - 12 NOON.

 You may either
 MAIL:  PO BOX 45198, 
   Westlake, OH 44145
 FAX:    (440) 399-9339
 E-MAIL:  saxonvolksblatt@aol.com

Articles e-mailed will receive an e-mailed confi rmation 
by Noon Thursday. If you did not receive a confi rma-
tion, please give us a call.

SECRETARIES TAKE NOTICE:

Please have your articles in by 12 Noon.

Did you miss the deadline? 
Have you emailed your article past 12 noon? 

Please call Hanz or Barb Hermann at (440) 892-0436.

The Saxon News Volksblatt (ISSN 0894 -1165), the offi cial 
publication of the Alliance of  Transylvanian Saxons, 5393 
Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio  44129-1597, is published       
Bi-weekly. 

Annual Subscription rate for non-ATS members
USA - $15; Canada and Europe -$50

Managing Editors HB Laser  Communications, 
PO Box 45198, Westlake, Ohio 44145.

“Periodicals Postage Paid” at Cleveland, Ohio.
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Saxon News 
Volksblatt, 5393 Pearl Road,  Cleveland, Ohio 44129-1597

       

Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons
Home Offi ce:  5393 Pearl Rd., Cleveland, Ohio  44129

Telephone:  (440) 842-8442
FAX: 440-842-5442

E-mail: offi ce@atsaxons.com   Website: www.atsaxons.com

National Board of Directors
President -
 Joan Miller-Malue Br. 4 (216) 251-6036
 17105 Hilliard Rd., Lakewood, OH 44107
Honorary Past President -
 Thomas J. Manning  Br. 2 (814) 864-6072
 3909 Schaper Ave #203 Erie PA 16508
First Vice President -
 Robert B. Cunningham III Br. 1  (216) 398-7520
 9005 Memphis Villas Blvd., Brooklyn, OH 44144-2426
Second Vice President -
 Monica M. Weber Br. 4  (440) 356-5936
Third Vice President -
 Randall Floyd Br. 26 (219) 798-6908
 1806 E 73rd Ave, Merrillville IN 46410
Secretary-
 Monica F. Gilles,  Br. 5  (440) 309-7894
 3520 Beavercrest Dr, Apt 107, Lorain, OH 44053
Treasurer-
 Denise Aeling Crawford  Br. 8  (330) 821-5125
 15970 Cenfi eld St. Alliance, OH 44601
Trustees-
 Jacob F. Spor Br. 25 (724) 657-3773
 2940 Plank Rd., New Castle PA 16105
 Barbara Spack Br 18 (330) 337-7487
 1389 Brookview Dr., Salem OH 44460
 Michael Teutsch, Jr.  Br. 30, (330) 509-9670 
 140 Neff Ct. Canfi eld, OH 44406-1289
 Ingrid Weihs-Ferguson Br. 37 (586) 264-6136
 11711 Lancer Dr., Sterling Hts., MI 48313-5148
 Margarete Ziegler, Br. 33  (440) 951-0159
 38047 Parkway Blvd., Willoughby, OH 44094-7543
Chief Medical Examiner-
 Dr. Andreas W. Schuster, Br. 1  Cleveland
Youth Activities Committee Appointees-
 Helen E. Aeling Br. 8 Alliance  (330) 862-2563
 KiKi Eberth Br. 22 Youngstown (330) 509-8443
  

Bist du ein Sachs, und sagt’s mit Stolz?

Schloss Horneck needs OUR help!

Schloss Horneck located in Gundelsheim, Germany 
is the international location for our Siebenbürger Sach-
sens to house Sachsen artifacts, books and other his-
torical documents and records. It is important to our 
worldwide Sachsen community to help in the mainte-
nance expenses of this historical facility that will pre-
serve our Sachsen culture and heritage.

The Federation of Transylvanian Saxons requests 
donation to help in the funding of the facility.  If you are 
interested in giving a donation, please complete the 
form below and send to the ATS Home Offi ce, 5393 
Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 44129.  

Please make your check payable to the ATS.

DONATION FOR SCHLOSS HORNECK 

Name___________________________________
Address_________________________________
City________________State______
Zipcode____________

Amount Donated $__________________

Please indicate if donation is in memory 
or honor of someone

 __________________________________

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cont’d from Page 1

strive for the best and to be strong in 
my convictions. When Sunday, May 12th

comes, I will remember and give honor 
to my mother and hope that you will 
give thanks and honor to your mother 
for the time they have devoted to you, 
the patience and forgiveness they have 
given you and the endearing love and 
support. Happy Mother’s Day to all who 
have showered their unconditional love 
on their children!

Transylvanian Saxon Trivia:  The vil-
lage of Almen has existed since the early 
1200s, when the Saxon settlers came to 
southern Transylvania for economic and 
military reasons.  The village was famous 
for its vineyards and fruit orchards. In 
the sixteenth century fortifi cations were 
built around the Saxon church so that it 
would never be conquered. The Saxons 
surrounded the church with towers, fi r-
ing posts and holes for throwing pitch on 
top of invaders. The fi rst level of the bell 
tower was used to be inhabitable by the 
community. There is a legend that tells 
of a women named Alma, the wife of one 
of the guards of the citadel, was the fi rst 
to see the threat of the Tartar army ap-
proaching and to buy time for the villagers 
to escape, she put on rags and soiled her 
face with jam and soot that terrifi ed the 

pagan attackers.  I love the funny legend-
ary story of a young woman who found 
her master’s geese lying breathless in 
the yard. So she plucked all the feathers 
for later use. But the next day the feather-
less, indignant geese marched through 
the village causing great concern among 
the villagers. It was only later that they 
discovered the geese had eaten the sour 
cherries from the liquor and became so 
drunk that they were believed to be dead.  
I think of my Dad and Grandpa Henning 
who were known to make cherry liquor 
each year and my brother and I would 
know when they were sampling the batch 
when they started singing louder and 
louder!  Great memories.

Ich wünsche allen einen schönen Tag.

Church fortress of Almen

Breakfast in Bed

A mother was surprised 
on Mother’s Day by her 
children who ordered her to 
stay in bed in the morning. 
She lay there looking for-
ward to breakfast in bed, as 
the smell of bacon wafted up 
the stairs. After a long while, 
though, she became con-
cerned and headed down-
stairs to see if there was a 
problem. She found both of 
her children sitting at the ta-
ble, eating bacon and eggs. 
Surprised, she asked them 
what was wrong. “Noth-
ing,” said the children. “We 
thought we’d surprise you 
for Mother’s Day and cook 
our own breakfast.”
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ATTENTION:  
Members Cleveland East Branch 33

2019-20 Application for 
Scholarship/Reimbursement 

College Expenses

Branch 33 members who are newly entering or continu-
ing college (undergraduate studies only) are invited to ap-
ply for a Freshman ($1,000) or Sophomore/Junior/Senior 
($500) scholarship for the 2019-20 academic year. IT IS 
THE MEMBER’S RESPONSIBILITY to call or write to 
REQUEST an application.              

DEADLINE IS May 31, 2019.

Here are the eligibility requirements, i.e. the RULES.
 1. At least one parent or guardian or grandparent  
  of the applicant must be a member in good stand 
  ing of ATS Branch 33 for the past two (2) years.
 2. Scholarship applicants  must be a member in   
  good  standing of ATS Branch 33 for the past two  
  (2) years, having transferred from Junior/Juvenile  
  status to Active/Adult i.e. local dues paying status.
 3. Freshman: High School accumulative GPA 
  minimum 2.0
 4. Upperclassman: College accumulative GPA 
  minimum 2.5

Branch 33 members attending college for undergraduate 
studies can request an application by mailing in the form 
below or via e-mail to Karyn Schmidt at mbks26@gmail.
com. 

Questions call Karyn at (216) 382-7397.

Application Request for Branch 33 
College Scholarship/Reimbursement

Name:_____________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:___________________State:_______Zip:____________
Phone: (        )___________
College/University:__________________________________
Year: circle one   Freshman      Sophomore      Junior       Senior
Parent/Guardian/Grandparent Name:
____________________________________________+_______

DEADLINE IS May 31, 2019:      
Mail to:   Karyn Schmidt 

      4979 Anderson Road, Lyndhurst  OH 44124

We held our Business/
Dinner Meeting on Sunday, 
April 7th at 2:30. We enjoyed 
a Stuffed Pork Chop dinner 
with Coconut Cream Pie for 
dessert.  Before the meeting 
started we recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance It was decided 
that all of our meetings wil 
begin with the Pledge of Al-
legiance,

We held a moment of si-
lence for deceased member 
Pauline Wegelin. Our best 
wishes to Corey McLaughlin 
who had pneumonia and was 
in the hospital for several 
days.  He is home now and 
we hope he is all better now.  
Also, Flo Martin is on the sick 
list and we hope she is doing 
much better now.

Special Blessings are sent 
to Evelyn Holdsworth who for 
health reasons resigned her 
Auditor  position.

We also send our sympathy 
to Cleveland Branch 4 for the 
loss of Joanne “Honey” Wolff.  
We also send our sympathy 
to her family and friends.  
Years back at an ATS Bowling 
Tournament in Cleveland, I 
spotted a lady decked out in 
Cleveland Indian regalia.  I 
went up to her and told her I 
was a “die hard” Tribe fan too.  
When I told her my name she 
laughed because she was a 
“Wolf” too only spelled differ-
ently. We kept in touch for a 
while either by phone or letter 
praising or yelling about our 
beloved Indians.  God love 
her, she lived to be a 101!!  
Honey, you will meet a lot of 
Erie Branch 2 Cleveland In-
dian fans in Heaven and one 
Yankee fan named Sal, but 
be nice to him anyhow.

We received a lovely letter 
from Debbie Woods, daughter 

BRANCH 2, ERIE
By Lee Wolfe

of Karl Gaber in which she 
thanked us for our tribute to 
her Dad, which was not a 
problem because Karl was 
a nice guy and a true gentle-
man.  She is working on a 
family Tree and has plans of 
going to Transylvania in the 
future.

We welcome new member 
Bodhi Bennett Krahe who is 
the Great Grandson of Helen 
Frontino.

The auditors checked the 
books and all is in order and 
accurate.

Unfortunately, we will not 
hold a Bowl Where You Are 
bowling tournament for our 
young members this this 
year.  President Manning 
made several phone calls to 
invite our young members 
to participate in this tourna-
ment.  Since he received a 
poor response he decided to 
cancel this event.  How sad.  
This would have been a great 
time for our young members, 
free bowling and free pop and 
pizza after bowling.

Congratulations to New 
Castle Branch who will be 
celebrating their 125th An-
niversary.

This column is late because 
of three incapacitated fingers 
because the owner of the 
fingers tried to catch a fall-
ing knife.  Two of the fingers 
are all healed but the index 
finger is playing the invalid.  
I Band-aided her pretty good 
so it would not hurt while I 
was typing.

Our next meeting will be 
held Sunday, May 19th at 
2:30.  Maybe by that time 
Spring weather will kick in.

Happy Mother’s Day to all 
the Moms out there.  Hope 
you all have a lovely day.

After a fine dinner at the 
Blue Sky Restaurant we then 
went to the American Slovak 
Club to begin our general 
meeting for the month of 
April. We meet the third Mon-
day of every month at 7:00 
PM. Our next meeting will be 
held on May 20th, 2019.

An occasional pre meeting 
dinner is just one of many 
benefits to members of our 
(Branch 5) society. And 
though we have a good num-
ber of people who participate 
in our picnics, and social 
events, our overall mem-
bership is either stagnant or 
dwindling. For this reason, 
we need each member to 
always be an advocate to 
make friends and family who 
are not members, aware 
of the opportunities and 
benefits available to them 
by going with a fraternal 
society such as The Alliance 
of Transylvanian Saxons 
when making a decision in 
purchasing life and or annuity 
plans. These products most 
people already have as part 
of their financial portfolio or 
they are presently looking 
for something to fill this area 
of their wealth management 
that has been overlooked. 
Though this is not always a 
particularly popular subject, 
this is how we grow and 
maintain a healthy fund for 
the benefit of our members. 
Our Branch 5 person (Dep-
uty) to contact for these and 
other questions is our branch 
President, Sister Monica 
Gilles.You can contact her 
at (440) 309-7894. By own-
ing one of these products, 
this person is then eligible 
to be a member of Branch 5 
Lorains Saxon Sick Benefit 
Society of the Alliance of 
Transylvanian Saxons, even 
though they may not be of 
Saxon or German birth, or 
married to someone who is. 
A good source of information 
would also be on the Internet 
at www.atsaxons.com for a 
full overview of our society. 
What better way to explain 
our society than by sharing 

BRANCH 5, LORAIN
By Michael Johnson

an issue of the fine bi-weekly 
publication of the Volksblatt 
with its many stories, pictures 
and schedule of events to 
let people know what we as 
Saxons are all about.

I’m happy to report that Sis-
ters Betty Ralph and Carolyn 
Mroski are off the sick list 
and doing fine.Remember to 
contact Sister Jane Mowery 
at (440)246-3004 as soon 
as possible when you come 
under a doctor’s care. It’s a 
little bit of help that’s nice to 
have if your laid up for awhile 
and possibly missing work.

Congratulations to Sisters 
Barbara Gilles for winning 
first place in the women’s 
Single Event at this year’s 
TSBA  tournament and Gin-
ger Romes being Most Im-
proved player for the 2018 - 
2019 TSBA  season. THANK 
YOU to those members who 
represented  Branch 5 in this 

year’s TSBA season and 
those Junior members who 
participated in this year’s 
Bowl Where You Are Tour-
nament. Kailey Hochevar, 
Conner Hochevar, Addison 
Long, and Logan Ralph all 
enjoyed pizza and bowling 
together a few weeks ago at 
a party for our junior bowlers 
at Rebmans. 

Spring time Birthdays be-
ing celebrated in this month 
of May are Sisters Anne 
Conley, Barbara Tillman, 
Olga Theiss, and Brother 
Brian Gilles. Also Junior 
members Wade Cox, Blake 
Henderson, Logan Ralph, 
and Carsen Sergent will be 
enjoying their special day as 
well. Happy Birthday!

With Spring here and sum-
mer around the corner, it’s 
a great time to get up and 
get outdoors. Begin mak-
ing plans that include a few 
outings hosted by our Sister 
Branches to help support one 
another. Until next time, be 
blessed and enjoy life!

    

YOUNGSTOWN SAXON RETIREES
By Ro Dundon

WE ARE BACK!!
Our turnout was slight but a 

goodtime was had by all.
Diana Kommel is our new 

President. She called the 
meeting to order and we 
pledged allegiance to the 
flag and sung God Bless 
America. We had no birth-
days in April, but Teri Laret 
had one on March 16th . We 
serenaded her and she was 
first in the buffet line. There 
were no anniversaries in 
April either.

The Swiss Steak, mashed 
Potatoes and vegetables 
were very good. Thank you, 
Michele for a good job. While 
waiting for the ice cream, 
topped with chocolate and 
nuts, many memories were 

passed around the tables. We 
really are a chatty group.

We will continue to meet 
at the Club in the ballroom 
annex. The next meeting 
will me May 9, 2019, Eileen 
Ring will be the hostess.   For 
the menu for May she has 
chosen BBQ Chicken, Baked 
Beans and Macaroni Salad. 
Dessert will be Ice Cream 
topped with Carmel and or 
chocolate souse.

Mark your calendar for 
May 9th so you won’t forget 
the date. If you cannot at-
tend or you have not already 
reserved please call Eileen 
Ring 330.718.7462.

Till we meet again, let’s all 
smell the flowers.

As usual, it’s Ro.

White Hair
A little girl was staring 

intently at her mother as 
she cleaned the kitchen 
after dinner. Finally, 
the girl asked, “Why 
are some of your hairs 
white, Mama?”

Her mother replied, 
“Well, whenever you 
do something naughty 
that makes me unhappy, 
one of my hairs turns 
white.”



LOCAL EVENTS 

May 4, 2019
 Cleveland Saxon Dance Group Trachtenball
 New Castle Eintracht Singing Society 125th Anniversary
May 5, 2019
 Cleveland East Br. 33 Membership Banquet
  Noel Banquet Center
May 11, 2019
 Chicago Br. 9 Stiftungsfest/Trachtenfest
  Schwaben Center Buffalo Grove IL
June 15, 2019
 Cleveland Sachsenheim Beer and Sausage Fest
June 23, 2019
 Chicago Br.9 Picnic Lynne Woods Morton Grove
August 24, 2019
 Cleveland West Br. 1 Oktoberfest
September 22, 2019
 Cleveland West Brs. 1 and 4 Membership Banquet
October 5, 2019
 Cleveland Sachsenheim Clambake
October 19, 2019
 Cleveland Saxon Dance Group Truabenfest
October 25, 2019
 Cleveland West, East and Lorain Children’s Halloween Party
November 3, 2019
 Cleveland Sachseheim Fall Schnitzel Fest
November 10, 2019
 Cleveland West Veterans Day Dinner
December 7, 2019
 Cleveland ES Sachsenchor Sausage Sale
December 14, 2019
 Cleveland West, East and Lorain Children’s Christmas Party
December 15, 2019
 Chicago Br. 9 Christmas Party
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NATIONAL EVENTS

May 4, 2019
 Branch Presidents’ Meeting
  Host New Castle
June 23-28, 2019
 Saxon Summer Camp
July 12-14, 2019
 North American Saxon Heimattag
  Host Aylmer German-Canadian Club, Aylmer ONT
July 19 - 21, 2019
 Teen Weekend
July 27, 2019
 Family Day at Waldameer Park, Erie PA
September 13-15, 2019
 Family Camp Out
 Camp Fitch North Springfield PA
October 19-20, 2019
 ATS Open Bowling Tournament
  Host Cleveland West
 

FRATERNAL CALENDAR

It’s never too early to start 
saving for your retirement years

Recently, I came across 
some interesting informa-
tion regarding a town in 
Transylvania.  The town of 
Turda (pronounced Tourda), 
Transylvania.  

Turda’s history goes back 
to Roman times, when it 
was named Potaissa. Turda 
was an important location in 
medieval Transylvania. The 
town, which is located some 
35 km south of Cluj-Napoca, 
is where, in 1568, the right to 
free practice of the Catholic, 
Lutheran, Calvinist, and 
Unitarian Churches.  Below 
is a picture from National 

BRANCH 10, COLUMBUS 
By Donald Blum

Geographic.  
The Turda salt mine (Salina 

Turda) is a top attraction, 
which covers an under-
ground theme park. It was 
an example of a mine con-
version into an underground 
amusement park. The under-
ground amusement has been 
a feature story for various 
theme amusement parks.  

Upon further reading about 
Turda I came across an-
other interesting piece of 
geographic history.  Six 
kilometers west of the town, 
visitors can find the Cheile 
Turzii nature park, one of 
the most impressive karst 
landscapes in Romania.  
The reason this caught my 
eye was the name karst 
landscapes.  I have cousins 
with the last name Karst, so 
I had to read and find out 
what karst landscapes were 
about.  A karst landscape has 
sinkholes, sinking streams, 
caves and springs. There 
are many variations of karst 
landscape, often described 
in terms of a particular land-
form.  Some karst regions 
were formed during the Ice 
Age.  Sometimes the un-
derground drainage struc-
ture collapses, leaving odd 
formations such as natural 
bridges and sinkholes (doline 
karst).  Karst is a German 
name for an unusual and 
distinct limestone terrain in 
Slovenia, called kras.  The 
name kras was Germanized 
as “karst”.  The karst geologic 

structure can be found all 
over the world and even in 
the United States, in areas 
like Kentucky (Mammoth 
Cave National Park) or New 
Mexico (Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park).  About 20% 
of the US is underlain in 
karst landscapes and 40% 
of the groundwater used for 
drinking water comes from 
karst aquifers.  Karst land-
scapes are of prime impor-
tance in petroleum geology 
because as much as 50% 
of the world’s hydrocarbon 
reserves are located in po-
rous karst systems.

It is with great sadness that 
we advise of the passing of 
Hilda Kautz.  Hilda was a 
beautiful person, beloved 
by all who were fortunate to 
know her.  She was a long 
time member of the Colum-
bus Saxon Club, of which 
her father was a founding 
member.  Hilda was married 
to the late Richard “Dick” 
Kautz, past president of the 
Columbus Saxon Club and 
is the sister to Saxon Club 
member, Evelyn Roth and 
Aunt to current Saxon Club 
President, Michael Roth.  
Our prayers go out to the en-
tire family.  Funeral services 
and celebration of Hilda’s life 
were held on Saturday, April 
27th at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, at 11:00 am.  Her 
complete obituary can be 
found on the Graumlich 
Funeral Home website.  
We realize that the funeral 
will have occurred prior to 
the next publication but felt 
it was important to make 
everyone aware.

Sophia Uncth’s sister 
Maria Campanio has been 
experiencing poor health for 
the past year.  Regina Kell-
ner’s relative George Rader 
has been hospitalized due 
to illness and is recovering.  
Your prayers for those expe-
riencing medical issues are 
greatly appreciated. 

Susi Mueller’s Sister, Sara 
Resch, advised that her 
grandson, Justin Johnson, 
passed away at the age of 

33. If you would like to send 
condolences to Justin John-
son’s mother you could do so 
as follows:

Susan Resch
7660 Cincinnati-Zanesville Rd 
Amanda, Ohio 43102
Our prayers go out to the 

entire family.
Susie Karst will be having 

knee surgery the week of April 
22 and Jill Blum will be have 
shoulder surgery on May 15th.  
Please keep Susie and Jill in 
your prayers for a speedy and 
complete recovery.

We will have two birthday 
celebrations in May.  Susie 
Karst, May 23rd and Jill Blum, 
May 24th.  They both have 
exceeded their 39th birthday.  
We wish them both a very 
Happy Birthday.

We are happy to note that 
we will now have 7 people 
going to Heimattag in July.  
We are fortunate that Olga 
Hesch is organizing the trip, 
travel arrangements and serv-
ing as our excellent chauffer.  
If any other people want to 
attend Heimattag with us, 
please contact Olga Hesch 
(614) 837-9038.

Mike Roth and Donald 
Blum will be attending the 
President’s Meeting on Sat-
urday, May 4th in New Castle, 
Pennsylvania.  They look 
forward to the entertainment, 
the meeting and sharing 
ideas on successful branch 
programs.

Humor of the day
At a hotel restaurant, a man 

sees an attractive woman sit-
ting alone at the next table.

Suddenly, she sneezes, and 
a glass eye comes flying out of 
her eye socket.  It hurls by the 
man, and he snatches it from 
the air and hands it to her.

“This is so embarrassing,” 
the woman says, and she 
pops her eye back in place.  
“I’m sorry to have disturbed 
you.  Let me buy dinner to 
make it up to you.  May I join 
you?”  He nods in approval.

The woman is a stimulating 
conversationalist, stunningly 
pretty, and the man finds they 
have a lot in common.

He gets her phone number 
and asks, “You are the most 
charming woman I’ve ever en-
countered.  Are you this nice 
to every guy you meet?”

“No, she replies.  You just 
happened to catch my eye.”

Interesting Trivia
Did you know that retired 

Romanian basketball player, 
Gheorghe Murgesan, was the 
tallest NBA player?  He was 
7’7”, tied with Manute Bol.  
He played 7 years in the NBA 
and his playing career was 
1991-2000.

We hope to see our mem-
bers at our May meeting on 
Monday, May 20th.

 
Engineers have developed 

a technology that’s showing 
promise as an early warning 
system for asthma attacks.

Referred to as a dispos-
able respiration monitor, 
patients place one sensor on 
their skin between the ninth 
and 10th rib and another on 
the abdomen.

The sensors track the rate 
and volume of a person’s 
respiration and can send 
signals via Bluetooth to a 
smartphone app.

The monitors are made by 
affixing a thin layer of metal 
to the plastic sheet and then 
heat-shrinking it -- no draw-

Engineers develop early-warning 
system for asthma

ing necessary -- before the 
shrunken item is transferred 
to material akin to a ban-
dage that can be adhered to 
patients.

Researchers are hopeful 
that the sensors can be used 
to warn of pending asthma 
attacks as well as help chil-
dren with cystic fibrosis and 
those with chronic pulmo-
nary conditions.

The devices were devel-
oped in the lab of Michelle 
Khine, a University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine professor of 
biomedical engineering, 
and are expected to undergo 
pilot tests shortly.
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KEEP
CALM
and
SAXON
ON

CHURCHES

St. Peter’s 
German and Saxon
Lutheran Church
11423 Chicago Rd.

Warren, Michigan 48093
(586) 979-3850 

stpeters _church@sbcglobal.net
www.stpeterswarren.or

10:00 Bilingual Service 
Nursery

Coffee following service
Senior Circle

Sunday School
Church Choir

Bell Choir

St. John’s Lutheran Church
1000 Ford Road

Highland Hts., Ohio
(440)  449-1334

Rev. Paul Stork
Pastor

        10:00   Worship Service

We remember our Sisters 
and Brothers who have 
departed this life in recent 
days. Our sincere sympathy 
is extended to the members 
of the bereaved families.      

Dorothy Howard-Flynn
Age 90

Died: February 4, 2019
Branch 5, Lorain OH

Olimpia Edling
Age 90

Died: April 10, 2019
Branch 18, Salem OH

William L. Sellers
Age 59

Died: April 12, 2019
Branch 3, Alliance OH

Edith H. Crosbie
Age 96

Died: April 11, 2019
Branch 22, Youngstown OH

Hilda Kautz
Age 91

Died: April 17, 2019
Branch 10, Columbus OH

Katharina Gross
Age 80

Died: April 21, 2019
Branch 4, Cleveland OH

At our March meeting, we 
installed our newest mem-
ber, Christine Phillis. We 
welcome Chris to Branch 18 
and look forward to having 
her with us at our local events 
and meetings. 

The ladies send our love 
and prayers to our members 
who are unable to be with us 
at our monthly meetings. We 
send special greetings to Flo 
Spack and Kate Sanor who 
are both at Salem Health-
care; and to Shirley Kataro 
whose daughter, Ann, sent us 
a nice letter with an update 
on Shirley.

Ray Appleby, son of Mary 
Sanor Appleby, sent a very 
nice note thanking the ladies 
for sending him to Saxon 
Summer Camp. We are glad 
you enjoyed it, Ray.

The annual Easter egg 

 
Sadly, I report the death 

of our dear member, Katha-
rina Gross, who passed 
away suddenly on Easter 
Morning.  Kathe was a de-
voted member of Branch 4 
and the Eintracht-Saxonia 
Sachsenchor for the past 43 
years.  She was always there 
to help out at the sausage 
sales.  She loved singing in 
the choir and attended all 
the Sachsenheim’s cultural 
events. We extend our heart-
felt sympathy to her husband, 
Andy and family.  She will be 
sorrowfully missed by her 
family and friends.

We had a wonderful Eas-
ter Party.  The children (and 
adults) enjoyed the Hula 
Hoop show and then getting 
to play with a hula hoop. We 
thank everyone who had 
helped out with the party.  
The kids had a blast.

We hope some of our mem-
bers are making plans to 
attend the Saxon Heimattag 
that will be held in Aylmer, 
Ontario the weekend of July 
12-14.  It sounds like a fun 
evening on Friday with an 

BRANCH 18, SALEM
By Barbara Spack

hunt was held at the Salem 
Saxon Club on Saturday 
April 20. Dawn Jackson 
was the chairperson and 
there was a nice turnout 
for the event. The weather 
held up and there was no 
rain. The children enjoyed a 
visit from the Easter bunny 
before fi lling their bags and 
baskets with goodies. Then 
they moved inside where the 
clubhouse was decorated 
for the occasion and they 
enjoyed snacks and punch 
with their friends and family. 
The children played some 
indoor games and received 
prizes. There were also three 
tulip plants raffl ed as door 
prizes. It was a fun afternoon 
and many thanks to Dawn 
for taking this on. A picture 
of the participants with the 
Easter bunny is included with 

this article. 
The fi sh fries were a suc-

cess and a huge thank you to 
Sharon Walker and everyone 
who helped and worked very 
hard during the six weeks. 
The format was a little differ-
ent this year with the diners 
going through the serving 
line, rather than having sit 
down service. There was an 
option to eat in or carry out; 
and the bar was open for pur-
chases of a variety of bever-
ages. Overall, the feedback 
was good, and the changes 
were well accepted. 

The 2019 Salem Saxon 
Scholarships are available 
to high school seniors who 
are graduating this year 
and attending an accredited 
post high-school college, 
university or vocational 
program. Applications are 
now available from the guid-
ance offi ces at Salem High 
School, United Local High 
School, and West Branch 
High School, or from any of 
the trustees. The trustees 
are Sam McKinney, Barbara 
Spack, Art Maroscher, and 
Carol Kuner.  The scholar-
ships will be awarded at the 
Salem Branch 18 and 19 joint 
social on Friday July 12, 2019 
at the Salem Saxon Club. If 
anyone has any questions, 
please contact Barbara 
Spack at 330.337.7487.

The next meeting of the 
ladies of Branch 18 will be 
held on Monday May 13 at 
7:00 pm at the Saxon Club. 

Salem Easter Egg Hunt

BRANCH 4, CLEVELAND
By Joan Miller-Malue

“East Cost Kitchen Party.”  
Saturday evening will be the 
offi cial opening that includes 
a program with performances 
by cultural groups.  Sunday 
morning is a church service 
followed by the Kundgebung 
then lunch and an afternoon 
of fellowship and several 
more cultural performances.  
The reservation form is in the 
Volksblatt and deadline for 
meals is June 14th. Let’s be 
proud of our Transylvanian 
Saxon Heritage and take 
part in this special annual 
celebration.

If you haven’t signed up for 
this year’s Saxon 250 Club it 
is not too late. This fundraiser 
helps defray expenses at the 
Sachsenheim.  Cost is only 
$50 for the year. A drawing 
for $25 will be held for 50 
consecutive weeks and a 
special drawing for $100 will 
be held at the end of the 25th 
week.  At the completion of 
the 50 weeks, you will be 
invited to a free dinner and 
12 prizes will be awarded that 
evening with the top prize be-
ing $1000.  You need not be 

present to win.  The chances 
are good that you can be win-
ner!  Please help support the 
Club with your membership 
into the 250 Club.  Please 
contact Robert Cunningham 
at (216)398-7520 if you are 
interested in joining. Or send 
him a check made payable 
to the Saxon 250 Club, 9005 
Memphis Villas Blvd., Brook-
lyn, OH 44144.

Our next monthly meeting 
will be held on Monday, May 
20th at 7:00 pm.  Hope to see 
you there!

Cleveland and Lorain Easter Party

Taxes and retirement: 
What is taxed?

Upon retirement, you 
don’t get a paycheck with 
the proper amount of taxes 
withheld. That’s obvious.

What may not be so ob-
vous until you retire is the 
amount of taxes you owe. 
Unlike employees, retirees 
write checks for their taxes, 
making them acutely aware 
of their tax burden.

Of course, everything we 
save for retirement is tax-
able at some point and in 
some way.

If you are ready to retire, 
here are some things to look 
forward to:

- Social Security taxes: 
You have to pay tax on 
your benefi t. You can have 
amounts from 7 percent to 
22 percent withheld from 
every check. See form 
W-4V (for Voluntary). 

- Pension and annuity 
taxes: See Form W-4P to in-
struct the payor how much 
to withhold.

- IRA distributions: The 
law requires 10 percent be 
withheld unless you tell the 
distributor not to withhold. 
You can also tell the dis-
tributor to withhold all of 
the taxes.

- Company plans and lump 
sums: Some of these plans 
are taxed at 20 percent.
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Saxon Heimattag Reservations
July 12 - 14, 2019
German Canadian Club Aylmer – Saxonia Hall
522 Talbot Street West    
Aylmer, Ontario, Canada N5H 2T8

Friday July 12, 2019 
Kameradschaftsabend   “East Coast Kitchen Party”          
7:00PM - 11:00PM 
$20.00 x   ____________     $__________________

Saturday July 13, 2019  Dinner and Cultural Evening    
6:00PM - Midnight
$50.00 x __________     $__________________
$20.00 x___________ (Children 7-12) 
(Under 7 Free)          
        $__________________
Sunday July 14, 2019  
Saxon Parade / Church service     
9:00AM - 12 Noon
Lunch and Cultural Performances       
1:00 PM - 4:00PM
$30.00 x__________       
$__________________
$10.00 x__________ (Children 7-12) 
(Under 7 Free)       $__________________

*Weekend Special*          
Adult $90.00 x ___________    $__________________
(Friday, Saturday Banquet and Sunday)

   Grand Total:  CAD Funds  $__________________

Grand Total for this reservation must be paid in CAD Funds, 
preferably in advance.

Payment type:       [ ] Cash (at door)   [ ] Cheque   [ ] Visa/MasterCard

 NAME _________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

POSTAL/ZIP CODE ________________

TELEPHONE ______________________  

EMAIL ___________________________________

VISA / MASTERCARD #____________________________________________

EXPIRY DATE ______________ CVV# (on back of card) ________

Please ensure the address above is the billing address for the provided credit card.
Credit Card payments will include a 3% processing fee on top of the grand total 
above.  A receipt will be sent to the provided email address.
 
Please make cheques payable to “German Canadian Club Aylmer - Saxonia Hall”
Note that only Cheques from Canadian banks can be accepted.

REMIT RESERVATIONS 

Via fax:                     1-877-583-9309                  
Via email:                 daniel@saxoniahall.com

Via mail:                   Daniel Pfingstgraef
              c/o MMD Data Systems
                                   66 West Avenue, 
                                   St. Thomas, Ontario
                                   Canada N5R 5H7

Deadline for Reservations:  June 14, 2019  
Call if any questions: 1-226-236-2403

Heimattag Hotels
Aylmer, Ontario

July 12 – 14, 2019

Comfort Inn
100 Centennial Ave.,
St. Thomas, Ontario
N5R 5B2
1-519-633-4082
2 Queen Beds $125.79 CDN
Reserve under “Saxonia Hall”

Best Western Plus
Stonebridge Inn & Conference Centre
6675 Burtwistle Lane
London, Ontario
N6L 1H5
1-888-471-2378

Comfort Inn & Suites
20 Samnah Crescent
Ingersoll, Ontario
N5C 3J7
519-425-1100
Reserve under 
“Saxonia Hall- Homecoming”
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Artisans and Nobles:
The von Kraus Family across 

350 Years of War and Social Change in 
Eastern European History

Rüdiger H. von Kraus
(Continued)

II.
The Concurrence of 

Opposites: 
Artisan and Nobleman

Tanning Becomes a 1. 
Family Business

That the Gräv had also sent 
a teacher along with the priest 
might indicate that schooling 
for the Saxon children was 
not what it was supposed to 
be, which might have affected 
Thomas’s then 14-year-old 
son, Thomas Jr. In the absence 
of complete documentation, I 
shall piece together a possible 
course of the lives of the two 
Thomases based on known 
facts. We know that Thomas 
Jr.’s son and grandson, 
Johannes Sr. and Johannes 
Jr., were tanners. A generation 
later two of Johannes Jr.’s  
grandsons, Peter, and Samuel, 

the nature of the free-corps in 
which Thomas Sr. served at 
Zenta.  

Beginning in 1675 a series 
of temporary free-corps 
(Frei-Compagnien) were 
established as garrison troops 
(Garnisons-Truppen) and were 
stationed primarily in strategic 
places in Hungary, including 
Transylvania, so as to give 
permanent troops the mobility 
to move wherever needed.  
The free corps were made up 
of anywhere between 150 and 
250 men but were stretched 
thin during the periods of 
unrests in Transylvania. The 
stationary mode of these corps, 
together with the fact that their 
soldiers were allowed to have 
secondary incomes made them 
less costly than the field army. 
The irregular pay caused the 
free corps to be less disciplined, 
and the lack of emphasis 

near his tanning business in 
Fogarasch. To be a tanner at 
that time required a rigorous 
training process as spelled out 
in the guild’s rules. An aspiring 
tanner would first become an 
apprentice, then a journeyman, 
before finally qualifying as a 
master who was then expected 
to manage his own apprentices 
and journeymen. Being a 
master would explain why 
Thomas was able to become an 
officer rather than just a regular 
soldier. One can assume, and 
Obristleutnant Eberswein 
probably did as well,  that a 
master of any craft had to have 
leadership skills. 

Prince Rakoszi approved 
the formation of Fogarasch’s 
tanner guild in 1643. By the 
time Thomas joined the guild 
in the 1680s, it had become 
one of the most successful 
guilds in Fogarasch. Its 
products had become well 
known beyond Fogarasch 
and given the territory’s close 
links with Wallachia were sold 
there as well. The Tanners’ 
Street (Strada Tăbăcarilor; 
Gerberstraße) remains to this 
day as a reminder of these 
heydays.5   

Of course, not everything 
happened as expected and when 
the Weißenburg corps were 
added to General Rabutin’s 
expeditionary force, Thomas 
had to leave Weißenburg and 
home for a while. Thomas Jr. 
was only 11 years old at the 
time, too young to take over 
his father’s tanning business. 
But Thomas Sr.’s  journeymen 
and apprentices could have 
operated it, since they had 
gained experience on their 
own while Thomas was 
performing his officer duties 
in Weißenburg.   

One might call this the 
optimistic view of Thomas’s 
life. There is of course an 
alternative, more pessimistic, 
possibility. Thomas Sr. could 
have been desperate for a job 
when he joined the corps in 
Kanizsa at 25 years of age 
with the responsibility of 
caring for his 2-year-old son 
and without any other source 
of income. In the 9 years 
before the Battle of Zenta his 
skills might have helped him 
gain the rank of an officer. 
Those skills would have also 
helped Thomas gain special 
recognition for his leadership 
during the Battle. From Prince 
Eugen’s correspondence with 
Viennese officials, including a 
letter to Leopold describing the 
Battle, we know that paying 
the troops was a continuous 
problem for Vienna’s treasury. 
Therefore, it is likely that 

Thomas did not receive 
regular compensation after 
his return to the Weißenburg-
garrison. Only after his 
dismissal in 1699 as part of a 
more general reduction in the 
number of free-corps6 and his 
appointment as captain of the 
Galatz bridge could his pay 
have become more regular. All 
this alternative does is shift the 
start of tanning in the family 
forward, from the first to the 
third generation.

Thomas’s First 2. 
Assignment after Zenta and 
the Future of Tanning

With the Habsburg take-
over, the bridge that crossed 
the River Alt from Fogarasch 
to the Galatz-village had 
come under the jurisdiction 
of Vienna’s Obrist-Schiff- 
und Brücken-Amt that 
controlled all shipping on and 
crossings over the Danube 
and its tributaries. This River 
Ships and Bridge Authority 
was created by the imperial 
directive of March 23, 1685, to 
primarily facilitate all military 
transports and crossings but 
also civilian ones. The military 
importance diminished over 
time with the receding Ottoman 
threat while the revenue-
generating civilian crossings 
gained in importance. The 
military, clergy, and nobility 
were excused from paying the 
relatively high tolls for the 
crossing.7 The revenues more 
than covered the maintenance, 
protection, and administrative 
costs making it a good source 
of income for the royal treasury.  
Because of its multiple 
functions (i.e., securing 
military and related crossings; 
commercial crossings) as well 
as a source of considerable 
income to the royal coffers) the 
Shipping and Bridge Authority 
was subordinated to the 
Hofkriegsrat,8 the Hofkammer,9 
and the General-Kriegs-
Commissariats-Amt,10 which 
made getting any approvals of 
requests at local levels such as 
Fogarasch rather cumbersome. 
But Thomas’s experience as a 
formal officer of the imperial 
army prepared him probably 
better than anybody else in 
Fogarasch for the cumbersome 
Habsburg bureaucracy. His 
officer experience was also 
helpful in handling his staff, 
which taking into account the 
multiple functions, could have 
numbered at least 10 people11 
according to some examples I 
found. The fact that the bridge 
was a completely wooden 
“marvel of water and bridge 
structures”12 covered with 

shingles most likely meant 
the need for an additional 
handyman and carpenter. In 
addition to its proximity to 
the border with the Ottoman 
vassal Wallachia, now an 
enemy, the staff might have 
included military guards, at 
least at the beginning. Adding 
them up leads us to believe 
that the staff amounted to 14-
16 people13 plus Thomas, the 
bridge captain.14 

If we follow the optimistic 
thread of Thomas’s life, he 
would have continued his 
tanning business even as bridge 
captain. It is also possible that 
Thomas Jr. continued both 
jobs since it was common 
practice for an interested son 
whose father had served the 
government honorably to take 
over his position when the 
father retired. The same could 
have been the case with the 
tanning business for which 
Thomas Jr. could have started 
his apprenticeship at home, 
as long as both father and son 
adhered to the guild’s rules. 
Fogarasch’s tanner’s guild 
was subordinated to the Saxon 
Nation’s guild, headquartered 
in Hermannstadt, despite 
its location outside the 
Königsboden.15  The Saxons 
had had such a headstart 
in crafts and the associated 
formation of the guilds that 
they ended up controlling them 
in Transylvania. There were, 
of course, “illegal” craftsmen, 
particularly in the villages 
outside the guild’s radar, but if 
detected they were fined with 
a 60 forints Landeskür16 or 
forced to close their businesses. 
While the guild’s rules 
protected the Krauses and all 
the other members from price 
competition, they also stifled 
innovation, which was one of 
the causes of their decline and 
the guilds’ morphing into craft 
societies in 1872.17 The last 
tanner in the family was Josef 
of the seventh generation who 
died in Fogarasch in 1890. The 
1870s and 1880s were the times 
when those who wanted to stay 
in business had to invest in 
new cost-saving technologies 
that had made imports from 
western Europe competitive, 
even with the added customs 
duties. For a tanner, that meant 
steam-driven machines such as 
the essential leather splitting 
machine. The manual splitter 
had size and speed limitations 
that were overcome with the 
more powerful steam. The 
machine as such was not too 
expensive (approximately 

also became tanners. 
In this inheritance document1 

issued after his death in 1878, 
Peter is identified first as a 
businessman (Geschäftsmann) 
and then as a tanner. Being a 
businessman meant that he 
was managing the tannery as 
well as the landholdings and 
brick works at the time. The 
last known tanner in the family 
was Johannes Jr.’s great-
grandson, Josef. Another 
indication of the continuance 
of this trade in the family is the 
Gärberbach (Tanner’s Creek) 
that bordered the family’s main 
property where the tannery 
must have been.  Together, 
these facts lead one to believe 
that the tannery was an ongoing 
business passed on from 
generation to generation and 
could have very well been 
Thomas Sr.’s profession. 
Following  this train of thought, 
it may be helpful to investigate 

on training meant that they 
were always ready to fight.2 
The number of these corps 
increased or decreased with the 
frequency of conflicts.  After 
the Ottoman siege of Vienna in 
1683, their number increased 
in expectation of further 
encounters. Obristleutnant 
Eberswein, after serving under 
Prussian Prince Friederich the 
Great, in the 1678/79 winter 
campaign against the Swedes,3 
joined the imperial army and, 
in 1688, was tasked to form 
such companies in  Kanizsa, 
Hungary. Two of these military 
units (500 men) were stationed 
under his command in the 
garrison at Weißenburg4 not 
far from Fogarasch.

The stationary mode of the 
free corps and the allowance 
of a secondary income might 
have been the reasons that 
Thomas joined the corps, 
which were likely stationed 

Fig. 3 Inheritance document: Kraus Peter Geschäftsmann

Continued on Page 9
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Artisans and Nobles:  Continued from Page 8 

1200 forints) but the steam 
installation with its space and 
safety requirements cost many 
times that of the splitter.  

Steam was used for both 
the powering of the machines 
and for the production of 
highly concentrated tanning 
extracts that were capable of 
reducing tanning time from 
months to several weeks. The 
initial investors in these new 
technologies experienced 
learning curves that included 
costly mistakes, as was 
the case for the incipient 
Karres Werke in Mediasch. 
Samuel Karres, a successful 
traditional tanner, decided 
to upgrade from a steam 
producing traction engine 
(Lokomobile) with limited 
capacity to a higher capacity 
steam installation, complete 
with a walled-in boiler and 
steam engine at the cost of 
around 10,000 forints.18 When, 
however, business did not 
grow fast enough to use up all 
this additional steam capacity, 
he decided to purchase a self-
contained steam-powered mill 
to take business away from the 
neighboring Kokel-river mills. 
Competing with the lower 
cost water mills would have 
been difficult if as luck would 
have it, 14 days of rain had 
not caused a major swelling of 
the river putting all the water 
mills out of business for a 
while. The generated income 
bridged the financial needs 
until the business had grown 
enough to use up all the new 
installation’s steam capacity.19 
Karres Werke went on to 
become one of Transylvania’s 
leading leather manufacturing 
enterprises.

 It is needless to say that 
the automation of the tanning 
process caused a considerable 
decrease in the number of old-
fashioned tanners. Although 
the registered number of 
more than 700 Transylvanian 
tanners (Gerbermeister) had 
not changed much over several 
decades, by 1867 only half of 
them were active.20 The initial 
decline actually started before 
the new technologies reached 

Transylvania.  
One cause had been the 

political turmoil of the 1848-
49 revolutionary years. In 
Transylvania, it turned into 
a civil war when the Saxons 
and Romanians sided with 
the imperial forces against 
the Hungarian patriot Lajos 
Kossuth,21 whose inspiring 
speeches called for the removal 
of the “dead hand of Viennese 
absolutism.” Kossuth had 
tasked Polish freedom fighter 
Jozef Bem with the campaign 
in Transylvania. He was so 
successful that the unscathed 
at that time Tsar Nicholas I 
worried about pandemonium 
in his western territories and 
agreed to help. In a quite 
short order, the Russian troops 
prevailed on July 31, 1849, 
along with the Transylvanian 
Army Corps22 in the  Battle 
of Segesvár,23 not far from 
Fogarasch. The aftermath of 
these clashes was one of doubt 
regarding the political stability 
of the Habsburg Empire, 
which only with Russian 
help had just avoided falling 
apart, an atmosphere not 
very conducive to risky new 
ventures. And as mentioned 
earlier, imported leather 
produced in Western Europe 
with more efficient machines 
had become affordable even 
with the added customs duties. 
It was, therefore, difficult for 
the relatively smaller tanner 
from Fogarasch to make a 
living. 

It should be therefore no 
wonder to see the younger 
generation of Krauses starting 
to make a living in the 
related but safer shoemaking 
business as well as tepidly 
in other occupations. But 
before we continue with 
this younger generation, let 
us go back to Thomas Sr. 
who, as mentioned earlier, 
was ennobled by Leopold I 
for his “faithful services the 
said subject rendered to our 
Majestic House of Austria on 
various occasions, times and 
places.”24

To be continued

1 Fogaras Foaia de proprietate: Mitbe-
sizter zu gleichen Teilen: 1. Krausz Peter 
Geschȃftsmann u Lederer und seiner Frau 2. 
Krausz Sarlote geborene Felmerer (February 
15, 1880).  Copy in author’s possession.

2  Alphons Freiherr von Wrede, ed., Ge-
schichte der K. und K. Wehrmacht: Die Re-
gimenter, Corps, Branchen und Anstalten von 
1618 bis Ende des XIX Jahrhunderts, vol. 
2 (Wien: Verlag von L.W. Seidel & Sohn, 
1898), 564.

3 August Riese. Friedrich Wilhelm’s des 
Groβen Churfürsten Winterfeldzug in Preu-
ßen undSamogitien gegen die Schweden im 
Jahre 1678/79: Ein Beitrag zur brandernbur-
gischen Kriegsgeschichte (Berlin: Verlag der 
Königlichen Geheimen Ober-Hofbuchdruc-
kerei, 1864), 47.

4 A letter dated April 7, 1971 from Vi-
enna’s Kriegsarchiv confirms that “Thomas 
Krauß  of the Eberswein-schen Freicompanie 
zu Stuhlweissenburg” was one of the officers 
dismissed when the corp was dissolved in 
1699. Copy in author’s possession.

5 Ioan Ciupea, Fȃgȃraş, Mic Îndreptar Tur-
istic (Bucureşti: Editura Sport-Turism, 1983), 
39.

6 According to a report from the Hofkrieg-
srat of March 3., 1699  two compagnies from 
Weißenburg totalling 500 men were on the 
‘Armee-Reduction’ list. Copy in author’s 
posession.

7 Everybody else had to pay 1 Kreuzer (a 
60th of a forint) per person, 2 Kreuzer if the 
person carried merchandise or 1 addition-
al Kreuzer for each sheep, goat, pig or calf 
, 3 Kreuzer for cattle, 12 Kreuzer for a two 
horse-wagon and 30 Kreuzer for a four horse 
wagon. Abteilung für Kriegsgeschichte des 
k.k. Kriegs-Archives, Feldzüge des Prinzen 
Eugen von Savoyen: Nach Feld-Acten und 
anderen authentischen Quellen, I.Serie – I. 
Band (Wien: Verlag des k.k. Generalstabes. 
1876), 200-202.

8 The Hofkiregsrat was the Empire’s high-
est military authority responding only to the 
Emperor. 

9   The Hofkammer was the highest finan-
cial authority responding only to the Emper-
or.

10 The General-Kriegs-Commissariats-
Amt provided Commissäre to the troops in the 
field through which it controlled all the pro-
curements, finacial needs and the appearance 
of the soldiers and officers. It had been ele-
vated by Leopold I to a Hofstelle, which gave 
it considerable independence and as such was 
now “coordinated” rather than “controlled” 
by the Hofkriegsrat and the Hofkammer.

11 Abteilung für Kriegsgeschichte, Feldzü-
ge des Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen, 202.

        Fig. 4 How the splitter works

12  Johann Michael Ballmann, Stastische 
Landeskund im Grundrisse, vol. 1 (Her-
mannstadt: Verlag Martin Hochmeister, 
1801), 99. This mention refers in fact to a 
1777-1783 built copy of the bridge that exi-
sted when Thomas took over and that had 
burned down.  

13 1 ship/boat care-taker; 1 toll collector; 
2 bridgeworkers; 2 push-workers; 4 water-
workers; 1 handyman; 1 carpenter; 2-4 mili-
tary guards = 14-16 plus  Thomas the bridge-
captain. There is no indication that they had 
to work more than one shift. 

14 In 1971, Ernst von Kraus, a family 
member, had commissioned a local histori-
an to research Thomas’s ennoblement. In his 
report, the historian had cited a description 
of the staff of a Brücken-Hauptmann from 
the Feldzüge des Prinzen Eugen, V. Band 
page 105. Here the staff totalled 90 people. 
A closer look shows this as an ambulant 
unit tasked with the building of bridges for 
troop-crossings where there were no perma-
nent bridges.

15 G.D. Teutsch, Geschichte der Sieben-
bürger Sachsen, 491.

16 Landeskür = cure for the damage done 
to the state.

17 Ciupea, Fȃgȃraş, Mic Îndreptar Turis-
tic, 49.

18 To put this in perspective, a homestead 
in those days would cost ca. 2000 forints.

19 Karres, 300 Jahre Gerber. Available 
on site at the Siebenbürgische Bibliothek in 
Gundelsheim, Germany. Copy in author’s 
posession.

20 Peter Josef Frank, Siebenürgens her-
vorragende Bestimmung als Industrie-Land. 
(Hermannstadt: Verlag Franz Dressuandt. 
1868), 88.

21 Lajos Kossuth, a member of Hungary’s 
lower nobility, had become an internation-
al hero in his fight for independence from 
Austria. In the summer of 1849, after a brief 
period as “governor” of Hungary, he was 
forced into exile by the Russian army.

22 The Transylvanian Army Corps of 
around 8,000 was made up of Romanians 
and Saxons commanded by the Austrian 
General Eduard Clam-Gallas.    

23 Due to a statute requiring the use of 
Hungarian names for all Transylvanian 
towns this battle is recorded in most history 
books under the town’s Hungarian name al-
though Schäßburg had throughout its history 
a predominantly Saxon population. 

24…fidelitate, fidelibusque servitus, quae 
ipse Nobis, Augustaeque Nostra Domui 
Austriacae pro locorum at temporum vari-
etate…” Appendix A The Patent of Nobil-
ity.

Even though the number 
of people with nothing saved 
for retirement is grim, it’s 
better than it was about 12 
years ago.

Of those 55 and older, 48 
percent have nothing put 
away in a 401(k)-type con-
tribution plan or an IRA, ac-
cording to the Government 
Accountability Office report 
released in March 2019.

That is better than 52 per-
cent who had nothing saved 
in 2013.

Of those that have nothing 
saved, 29 percent had nei-

Half of older Americans have nothing saved for retirement, study says

ther a pension or any other 
financial assets. 

The GAO reported that 
Social Security provides 
most of the income for about 
half of households age 65 
and older.

As an example: The aver-
age Social Security retire-
ment benefit in 2017 was 
$1,360 per month, or about 
$16,000 per year. But if a 
person who has worked for 
at least 40 years in a medium 
paying  job would probably 
receive just under $2,000 per 
month in Social Security. 

That income is rarely 
enough to live on and Social 
Security was not intended to 
be a single source of retire-
ment income.

The Employee Benefit 
Research Institute estimates 
that 41 percent of households 
headed by someone age 35 
to 64 will probably run out 
of money in retirement. But 
that number is down 1.7 per-
centage points since 2014. 
So, in other words, more 
people are getting the mes-
sage that they must save for 
retirement.
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Potpourri

May 2019

Aries 3/21 - 4/19: A bouncy stock market has young peo-
ple worried. Stars say keep your 401(k) contributions going 
and stop watching the ball.

Taurus 4/20 - 5/20: A hunch is on your mind. Don’t disre-
gard it, but examine whether it comes from bias or insight.

Gemini 5/21 - 6/20: Your outlook becomes sunny as 
spring sets in.  Stars say your creativity surges with the 
sunny days.

Cancer 6/21 - 7/22: Remember your mother this Mother’s 
Day, May 12. Those small remembrances add up to a closer 
relationship.

Leo 7/23 - 8/22: You might say life is long. You might say 
it’s short. Any way you look at it, this month ask yourself if 
you are living the middle.

Virgo 8/23 - 9/22: Some Virgos face star-crossed plans in 
May. What they would never accept, seems possible now. 
Take a wait-and-see approach.

Libra 9/23 - 10/21: A big project somehow balloons into 
a massive project. Find the bloat.  Stars say you might have 
to be more hands-on.

Scorpio 10/22 - 11/21: You’ve done all you can but re-
sults aren’t coming as fast as you hope. Add patience to the 
plan. Don’t deviate now.

Sagittarius 11/22 - 12/21: Now that spring is here, time to 
put into action all the things you wanted to do in January. 
Onward!

Capricorn 12/22 - 1/19: Save your breath and money. 
Some people make a career out of bad decisions. Don’t get 
caught in the struggle.

Aquarius 1/20 - 2/18: Stars say your plan to make a dif-
ference in the world could start at home. It is a more dif-
ficult path.

Pisces 2/19 - 3/20:  Time to accept the facts on the ground: 
Not what you wanted or expected. Stars say it is time for 
you to change direction.

Alles gute zum Namenstag!

Jakob(us), Philipp  1. Mai
Sig(is)mund  2. Mai
Erna  3. Mai
Florian 4. Mai
Gotthard, Götz 5. Mai
Hermine, Herma, Jochen  6. Mai
Ilse, Gisela 7. Mai
Alwin, Botho  8. Mai
Gebhard  9. Mai
Hulda, Viktoria(ine)  10. Mai
Adolf  11. Mai
Gangolf  11. Mai
Pankratius  12. Mai
Servatius  13. Mai
Bonifatius, Christian, Giselher  14. Mai
Sophia  15. Mai
Sunhild  16. Mai
Herta, Jodokus, Theoderich 17. Mai
Erich  18. Mai
Gerald, Malvine  19. Mai
Bernhard  20. Mai
Edith. Konstantin  21. Mai
Juliana, Julie, Olga  22. Mai
Ewald  23. Mai
Hanna, Johanna  24. Mai
Urban  25. Mai
Gerda  26. Mai
Helene, Helga  27. Mai
Wilhelm  28. Mai
Elena  29. Mai
Max  29. Mai
Wi(e)gant  30. Mai
Angela, Angelika,  31. Mai

Arriving on the second 
Sunday each May, Mother’s 
Day is a celebrated tradi-
tion that can trace its offi-
cial roots back to before the 
Civil War. 

According to the History 
Channel, a woman in that 
time named Ann Reeves 
Jarvis, of West Virginia, cre-
ated ‘Mother’s Day Work 
Clubs’ to help teach women 
in the community how to 
take care of their children 
properly. After her passing 
in 1905, her daughter Anna 
Jarvis pushed to create a na-
tional holiday to honor the 
sacrifices that all mothers 
make for their children. In 
1908, she secured financial 
contributions that allowed 
her to celebrate the day of-
ficially for the first time. 

By 1912, many churches, 
towns, and states had ad-
opted the holiday, and it 
was signed into measure by 
President Woodrow Wilson 
in 1914.

Different people all across 
the world have developed 
their own Mother’s Day 
traditions in one form or 
another over the years. Ac-
cording to Care.com, Bra-
zil’s holiday includes perfor-
mances by children, church 
gatherings, and large, multi-
generational barbecues. In 
Japanese culture, mothers 

Celebrating Mother’s Day
are revered for their gentle 
strength and children use red 
or white carnations as gifts 
on their holiday to represent 
that along with pampering 
them for the whole day. 

Serbia, meanwhile, has an 
interesting tradition in which 
Children’s Day, Mother’s 
Day, and Father’s Day are 
all celebrated on consecu-
tive Sundays in December, 
and each of them involves 
a kind of game in which the 
honored one is tied up. Mom 
and dad tie the kids up on 
children’s day and the chil-
dren must agree to behave 
before being let go. The kids 
get their chance the next 
week when they tie up their 
mother. She must promise 
to supply yummy treats and 
gifts to the kids. Finally the 
kids tie up dad, and he must 
promise presents. 

In North America, Moth-
er’s Day typically involves 
flowers, the most popular of 
which are roses, tulips, lil-
ies, daffodils, orchids and 
azaleas, according to Pro-
Flowers. One-fourth of the 
flower and plant purchases 
made for holidays occur at 
Mother’s Day, according 
to the Society of American 
Florists.

Of course, there is always 
breakfast in bed -- a tradi-
tional surprise for mom.

Sweet success: The 
impossible little treat 
that made a fortune

The Eskimo Pie--or choc-
olate covered ice cream 
bar--is something we take 
for granted, but think about 
it for a second: Why does it 
even work?

How do you get hot choc-
olate around ice cream with-
out melting the ice cream?

In fact, that’s a question 
everyone had when inventor 
C.K. Nelson began shopping 
around the idea in the 1920s 
and, truth be told, Nelson 
hadn’t figured out the pro-
cess either. It took a fel-
low named Russell Stover, 
a former chocolate factory 
superintendent, to make the 
sweet idea a reality. And the 
trick, in part, was the tem-
perature of the chocolate. If 
you heat it to 115 degrees, 
then let it cool to 90 degrees, 
you can dip in a hard block 
of ice cream. Instead of the 
hot chocolate causing the 
ice cream to melt, the ice 
cream causes the chocolate 
to harden.

Russell and Nelson teamed 
up and sold the idea to ice 
cream companies, taking 
a penny royalty for every 
dozen bars made. They were 
soon hauling in $30,000 a 
week in royalties -- virtually 
an overnight success.

You might recognize Sto-
ver’s name because he and 
his wife Clara went on to 
form Russell Stover Candies, 
a venture that started right in 
Clara’s kitchen. At the time 
of Russell’s death on May 
11, 1954, the Stovers were 
selling 11 million pounds of 
candy every year.
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ATS BRANCH DIRECTORY

Cleveland, OH Br. 1
Mtg. 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.     
Sachsenheim 
7001 Denison Ave
Cleveland OH 44102
(216) 651-0888
PRES: Robert M. Hanek
22677Peachtree Ln 
Rocky River OH 44116
(216) 385-9932
 rhanek8@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Robert Cunningham III
9005 Memphis Villas
Brooklyn OH 44144
(216) 398-7520   
rbcunningham@roadrunner.com
ATS SEC’Y. R.Cunningham 
LOCAL DUES to R. Cunningham

Erie, PA Br. 2
Mtg. 3rd Sunday, 2:30 p.m.    
Siebenbürger Hall 
2114 French St. Erie PA
(814) 452-4712
PRES. Thomas J. Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072   
ettmann1@neo.rr.com
SEC’Y. Lee Wolfe
918 East 30th St Erie PA 16504
(814) 456-9982
ATS SEC’Y. Liz Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072  
ettmann1@neo.rr.com
 LOCAL DUES to Liz Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072   

Alliance, OH Br. 3
Mtg. 3rd. Wed.- 6:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 166
141 W Main St Alliance OH
PRESIDENT John H. Aeling
15590 Georgetown St. NE 
Minerva, 44657 
(330) 862-3706 
JDAll852@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Matt Aeling
909 E Broad St 
Louisville OH 44641
(330) 205-2586 
maeling1@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y.  Denise Aeling Crawford
15970 Cenfield St.NE, 
Alliance, 44601   
(330) 821-5125     
dcrawfordcpa@yahoo.com
SICK NOTICES  & LOCAL DUES to 
John Aeling
Address shown as President

Cleveland, OH Br. 4
Mtg. 3rd. Mon. 7:00 p.m.    
Sachsenheim 7001 Denison Ave.
(216) 651-0888
PRES. Monica M. Weber
(440) 356-5936
SEC’Y. Joan A. Miller-Malue
17105 Hilliard Rd.
Lakewood OH 44107
(216) 251-6036   
miller-malue@cox.net
ATS SEC’Y Donna Jankow
7663 Ragall Pkwy 
Middleburg Hts OH 44130
(440) 826-0773
SICK NOTICES to 
Joan A. Miller-Malue 
Address as above
LOCAL DUES to 
Donna Jankow Address as above

Lorain, OH Br. 5
Mtg. 3rd Monday of month 7:00 p.m. 
American Slovak Club 
2915 Broadway, Lorain
PRES. Monica Gilles
3520 Beavercrest Dr. #107 
Lorain OH 44053
(440) 309-7894 
gillemo76@hotmail.com
SEC’Y. Brian Gilles
244 Ashwood Dr.
 Avon Lake OH 44012
(440) 315-5214 
bgilles74@yahoo.com
ATS SEC’Y. Ginger Romes
1507 West 39th St
Lorain OH 44053  (440) 989-8424
dgromes@roadrunner.com

Lorain Br. 5 cont’d 
SICK NOTICES to Jane Mowery
3600 Jaeger Dr Unit 3101
Lorain OH 44053 (440) 246-3004       
janie.e.mowery@gmail.com
LOCAL DUES to Michael W. Johnson
41868 Earlene Ct, Elyria OH 44035
(440) 324-2534   mikjo79@gmail.com

Farrell, PA Br. 7
Mtg. 3rd.  Mon. 7:00 p.m.    
Farrell Lions Den  
810 Lions Club Lane Farrell PA
(724) 981-7130
PRES. Karen Zaborowski
1714 Shady Dr Farrell PA 16121       
(724) 346-0373
SEC’Y. Betty Holmes
409 Patt Dr. Farrell PA 16121
(724) 981-7130
ATS SEC’Y. Bonnie Gregorich
55 Oak Tree Ct 
West Middlesex PA 16159
(724) 528-0309
SICK NOTICES to Karen Zaborowski
LOCAL DUES to Kathy Schuller
PO Box 834 Andover OH 44003
(440) 293-6973

Alliance, OH Br. 8
Mgt. 3rd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 166
141 W Main St Alliance OH
PRES. Helen E. Aeling
15354 Georgetown St. NE 
Minerva 44657 
(330) 862-2563    HHA658@aol.com
SEC’Y. Lesley Reed
611 N. Market St 
Minerva OH 44657
(330) 868-3816
ATS SEC’Y. Helen Aeling
Address as listed as President
SICK NOTICES to Phyllis Biggs
1690 S Freedom 
Alliance OH 44601
(330) 823-0681
LOCAL DUES to: Lesley Reed
Same addreess as above

Chicago, IL Br. 9
Mtg. 1st Mon. 8:00 p.m. 
DANK Haus 
4740 N. Western (2nd floor) Chicago
PRES. Diethild Thut
923 E Slayton Dr    
Palatine IL  60074    
(847) 934-6308  
dedethut11@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Elfi Sanderson
1425 London Lane 
Glenview IL 60025    
(847) 998-0939 
elfisanderson@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y:
Claudia Schmidt
8550 Niles Center Rd Skokie IL 60077
(847) 899-8663 
brasov95@hotmail.com
LOCAL DUES TO: Claudia Schmidt
Address as shown above

Columbus, OH Br. 10
Mtg. 3rd Mon. 1:00 p.m. all months
Hickory House, 
550 Officecenter Place Gahanna OH
PRES. Martin Hesch
9407 Southchester Dr NW
Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 861-4078
SEC’Y.  Marlene Mueller
36 North East St 
Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 834-1060
ATS SEC’Y.  P. Michael Roth
8063 Ivory Gull Cir 
Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 216-0008
LOCAL DUES to Susanna Mueller
726 Preston Trails Dr 
Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 837-2221 opioma@aol.com

Canton, OH Br. 14
Mtg. 2nd Sunday 
Location varies
PRES. Thomas J. Rowinsky
1656 Dunkeith Dr NW, Canton, 44708
(330) 478-9333  
ATS SECRETARY: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St NE
Minerva OH 44657
(330) 862-2563 HH658@aol.com
SICK NOTICES  to  
Thomas Rowinsky
Address as shown above
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Merrillville, IN Br. 26 cont’d
SEC’Y.Jeff Szostek
1652 West 97th Ave 
Crown Point IN 46307
(219) 313-7854    szozja1652@gmail.
com
ATS SEC’Y. Randall Floyd
Address and phone as shown above
LOCAL DUES to Zita Palyok
724 E. 25th Pl, Lake Station IN 46405
(219) 962-7345  randz724@comcast.
net
Sick Notices to Willard Schuffert
222 S Heather Ln Crown Point IN 
46307
(219) 310-8516  wschuffert@aol.com
 
New Castle, PA Br. 27
Mtg. 1st Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Eintracht Hall 
108 Taylor St., 16101
(724) 652-7221
PRES. Marie Benedict
PO Box 25  Edinburg, 16116
(724) 667-7395  bckskinbnny@verizon.
net
SEC’Y. Dolores Both
1527 Harlansburg Rd New Castle 
16101
(724) 658-7407  doloresboth@verizon.
net
ATS SEC’Y. Judy Both
1512 Drespling Ln New Castle 16101
(724) 654-0573
 LOCAL DUES to 
Gertrude Tizak  241 Cambridge St. 
#401  
N.Castle, 16105    (724) 652-1867
Tizakg@yahoo.com
SICK NOTICES to Marie Benedict
Monaca, PA Br. 29
Mtg. 2nd Sunday 6 p.m.
Saxon Club 112 Simes St
PRES. Richard Liller 
150 Sunridge Dr.
Freedom, PA 15042
(724) 869-0261
SEC’Y Lauren Freshkorn
1298 Wagner Ave Monaca PA 15061
(724) 462-0046
ATS SEC’Y. Terri L. Munroe
1255 Chestnut St. Monaca PA 15061
(724) 544-0457 enchantra220@yahoo.
com

Youngstown, OH Br. 30
Mtg. 2nd. Sun. 2:00 p.m.
Saxon Club 710 S. Meridian 
Youngstown OH 44509 
(330) 792-7973
PRES.Robert Bachinger
5268 N. Beacon Dr.
Youngstown, OH 44515
(330) 792-5177
bman1017@gmail.com
SEC’Y Fran Hinerman
281 Forest Hill Dr.
Youngstown, OH 44515
ATS SEC’Y Julaine Gilmartin
4173 Timberland Trail
Canfield, OH 44406
(330) 799-5171
Local Dues Donald Hoelzel
695 E. Western Reserve Rd. Unit 2601
Poland, OH 44514
(330) 953-2856

Canton, OH Br. 17
Mtg. 2nd Sunday  Location varies
PRES. Mary Rowinsky
1656 Dunkeith Dr. NW, Canton 44708
(330) 478-9333
SEC’Y. Mary Rowinsky
Samme adress as President
ATS SECRETARY: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St NE
Minerva OH 44657
(330) 862-2563 HH658@aol.com
SICK NOTICES to Mary Rowinsky
LOCAL DUES to: Rosanne Miller
5186 Everhard Rd NW Apt 7
Canton OH 44718 
(330) 933-4584

Salem, OH Br. 18
Mtg. 2nd Mon. 7:00 p.m. 
Saxon Club 1980 St. Rt. 9 Salem, 
44460  (330) 222-1770
PRES. Marilyn McNutt
1721 State Route 9 Salem 44460
(330) 337-8940
SEC’Y. / ATS SECRETARY
Barbara Spack
1389 Brookview Dr Salem, 44460
(330) 337-7487   babrayn@sbcglobal.net
SICK NOTICES 
to Theresa Spack
384 W Pershing
Salem OH 44460 (330) 831-4119
LOCAL DUES TO: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St. NE Minerva 
44657 
(330) 862-2563    HHA658@aol.com

Salem, OH Br. 19
Mtg. 1st Mon. 7:30 p.m.
Saxon Club 1980 Newgarden Rd
Salem OH 44460  (330) 222-1770    
PRES. Henry A.  Spack, Sr.
1500 Depot Rd. Salem, 44460 
(330) 337-3652      
SEC’Y. Robert P. Vogt, Sr.
973 Sunset Blvd. Salem, 44460
(330) 881-3346   
mvcobra27@gmail.com
SICK NOTICES to Glenn T. Spack
943 Stewart Rd. Salem, 44460
(330) 337-7575
LOCAL DUES to Richard Vogt, Sr.
c/o Salem Saxon Club
1980 Newgarden Rd, Salem, 44460 
(330) 222-1770     

New Castle, PA Br. 25
Mtg. 2nd Thursday 8:00 p.m.
Eintracht Hall 108 Taylor St., 
New Castle PA 16101 
(724) 652-7221
PRES. Detlif Seeger
116 Seneca Way New Castle 16101
(724) 667-8557
SEC’Y. Jake Holzhauser
592 Glass Rd New Castle 16101
(724) 971-1260
holzhauserjeh@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y: Joshua Stelle
104 Ludwig Rd New Castle PA 16105
(724) 699-3039
Local Dues and Sick Notices to
Doug Schafer
113 Okinawa Dr New Castle 16105
(724) 944-6199

Merrillville, IN Br. 26
Meeting first Sunday at 2 p.m.
Slovak Club - 6920 Broadway
(219) 756-5101
PRES. Randall Floyd
1806 E. 73rd Ave. Merrillville, 46410
(219) 798-6908 
 rfloyd1066@msn.com

Ellwood City, PA Br. 32
Mtg. 2nd. Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Saxon Club 901 Millview St.
(724) 758-3268
PRES. Laura Goehring
113 Mahony Ave Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 971-2040
SEC’Y Docia Jacobs
130 Belton Rd Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 758-8486
ATS SEC’Y Lori Berendt
2260 Cherry Hill Rd Ellwood City 
16117
(724) 714-1217
SICK NOTICES to: Joan Evans
197 Portersville Rd Apt 3
Ellwood City PA 16117  (724) 752-
1109

Cleveland, OH Br. 33
Mtg. 2nd. Weds. 7:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
1000 Ford Rd  Highland Heights OH
PRES. Ema Litschel
8050 Conestoga Trail Concord, 
44060   (440) 358-1184
SEC’Y.  Arline Suts
413 Downing Dr Chardon OH 44024
(440) 285-9498 
asuts@windstream.net
ATS SEC’Y. Karyn Schmidt
4979 Anderson Rd 
Lyndhurst OH 44124
(216) 382-7397
SICK NOTICES to Arline Suts
Address and phone as above
LOCAL DUES to Michael Bretz
388 East 317th St. 
Willowick OH 44095
440-943-4543    meb3172@att.net

Detroit, MI Br. 37
Mtg. 1st. Sun. 12:30 p.m.
St. Peters Lutheran Church
11423 Chicago Rd. Warren, MI
(586) 978-3850
PRES. Susanna Fleischer
11060 Furbush Rd. Holly MI 48442
(810) 694-1860 
beetlebugsue7@peoplepc.com 
SEC’Y. Janet Nelson
128 Ottowa Dr. Troy MI 48085
(248) 879-3213
 janetreadnelson@gmail.com
ACTING ATS SEC’Y. 
Susanna Fleischer 
Address as above
LOCAL DUES to Ingrid Weihs-Ferguson
11711 Lancer Dr Sterling Hts MI 48313
iwferguson@aol.com
  
Ellwood City, PA Br. 45
Mtg. 2nd. Sun. 7:30 p.m. 
Saxon Club  901 Millview Ave. 
(724) 758-3268
PRES. Tim Hardy
919 Aiken Ave Ellwood City 16117
(724) 679-2122
SEC’Y. Jamie Miller
114 Rustic Park Rd 
Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 601-4181
ATS SEC’Y. Lori Biddle-Berendt
5412 Fifth Ave Koppel PA 16136
(724) 900-2616
LOCAL DUES TO: 
Ellwood City Saxon Club
PO Box 161, Ellwood City 16117
SICK NOTICES TO: 
Mike Bieselt
106 Fairview Dr Ellwood City PA 
16117
(724) 709-0595

IT’S GREAT
TO BELONG




