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Artisans and Nobles:
The von Kraus Family across 350 Years of
War and Social Change in Eastern European
History

Riidiger H. von Kraus
Continued from Janury 25 issue

Emergence of an Ennobled Saxon Family:
Thomas Kraus and the Battle of Zenta

1. The Convergent Contingencies of 1663

The family of Thomas Kraus emerges into
recorded history at the Battle of Zentain 1697, but
the history might better begin with the converging
events of 1663. OnApril 17 of that year the Turks
declared war on Austria’s Leopold I after he had
made a tepid effort to win back Transylvania,
which had been under their suzerainty for the
past century and a half. At the end of the Thirty
Years’ War, Sultan Mehmed IV (1648—-1687) and
his Grand Vizier Ahmed Kopriilii did not want
to miss the opportunity to take advantage of the
Austrian Empire’s war weariness to expand in
Europe. They saw in Vienna, located between
the Carpathian Mountains and the Alps, the road
to Rome, their ultimate goal in establishing their
claim to be the Romans’ successor.! Their goal
triggered a whole series of battles of which the
1697 Battle of Zenta is important to our story.

On October 18, 1663, Prince Eugen von Savoy
was born, whose brilliant military performance
against the Ottomans persuaded Leopold to put
him in charge of his army’s Hungarian contingent
that ended up fighting the Battle at Zenta.

1663 was also the year in which Thomas Kraus
was born in Fogarasch, Transylvania. His bravery
in the battle of Zenta was the major contributor
to his ennoblement. As in so many similar cases,
his letter of ennoblement started the recorded
history of the Krauses.

Each of these events deserves some further
detail.

Officially at least, the Ottomans were at peace
with the Habsburgs since the 1606 Treaty of
Zsistvatorok, which had allowed the latter
to concentrate on their rivalries with France
in the West. That partial dissatisfaction of
both sides with the treaty was reinforced now
by reports from Vienna’s representatives in
Constantinople “of danger signals and quite
accurate warnings about the aggressiveness
of the new Vizier Ahmed Korpriili,”* who in
1661 had taken over from his father Mehmed
(Vizier, 1656-61). In the 1606 conflict as well
as earlier and later, indirect developments, this
time in Transylvania, provided the opportunity
or pretext for military action between the two
adversaries. The details of how the relatively
small principality of Transylvania ended up
triggering the clashes that would last for several
decades between these two major powers reveal
the political and religious intricacies in Eastern
Europe at that time. Prince George II Rakoczy
of Transylvania saw an opportunity to realize his
father’s dream of a Protestant realm when asked
by the Cossack’s Hetman Bogdan Khmelnytskyi
to join him in an alliance against Catholic Poland.
The independently minded Cossacks were not
Protestant but had been disappointed by Poland,
which had forced them into a role subordinate
to their Orthodox Muscovite brethren. Despite
his pledge of fealty, Khmelnytskyi thought he
could escape Muscovite and Polish overlordship
by allying himself with Protestant Transylvania,
Sweden, and Brandenburg. Sweden had emerged
from the Thirty Years’ War as the major Protestant
power in Europe of that time, and accepting its
leadership secured success. At least that was what
both Prince Rakoczy and Hetman Khmelnytskyi
believed until 1657 when the latter suddenly
died, and Sweden’s Karl X Gustav had to leave
Poland to fight the Danes. Khmelnytskyi’s earlier
subordination to Moscow had already alienated
his southern allies, the Crimean Tatars, who were

in a constant struggle with Moscow. Given the
new exposure of Khmelnytskyi the Tatars sided
with Poland, which in turn led their Muslim
and blood-related Ottoman allies to retaliate
against their misbehaving Transylvanian vassal.
Prince Rakoczy’s army by itself was no match
for the Ottomans. The defeated Prince died
of battle wounds in 1660. But the election by
Transylvania’s Diet of a new prince friendly to
the Habsburgs signaled the possible loss of their
Transylvanian principality with its tributes to
the Porte’s treasury. The Porte responded with
another military intervention that brought the
replacement’s heroic death and the installation of
an Ottoman favorite. The Holy Roman Empire’s
cumbersome political machine fueled by the
worries of the “refugees from Transylvania,
Hungarian nobles at the court and the ‘Easterners’
in Leopold’s privy conference...” and the more
general threat to all Christendom, got into action,
and by January 1664 after months of negotiations
the Regensburg Diet raised a coalition army to
face the Ottomans who were getting close to
Graz and Vienna. The relatively slow Ottoman
advance allowed the coalition forces to face the
Turks who were in the process of crossing the
Raba river at the monastery of Saint Gotthard.
Although initially repelled due to the lack of
a unified command, the conglomerate forces
eventually prevailed with thousands of Ottoman
soldiers drowning in the river, in a way an omen
for the battle of Zenta where even more drowned.
The August 1%, 1664 Battle of Saint Gotthard
was to be the first of a series of encounters
lasting into the first quarter of the next century
that eventually drove the Ottomans back down
the Danubian territories.

One of the most decisive encounters was Kara
Mustafa’s* siege of Vienna in 1683. Had the
allies under Poland’s King Sobieski not come
to a last-minute rescue, Riidiger Graf von
Starhelm and his minimal number of soldiers
left to defend the royal city would have had to
succumb to the Grand Vizier. It was also the
battle in which the junior officer Prince Eugen
had his first chance to distinguish himself in a
fight with the Ottoman enemy. This “physically
unprepossessing French Prince of Italian origin™
had been designated by Louis XIV to follow his
uncle’s, Cardinal Mazarin’s, ecclesiastic career.
His wish, however, since childhood had been to
join the military. This wish and his mother’s ban
from the French court® allowed him to offer his
services in clear conscience to Leopold I. The
timing of his appearance in Vienna was propitious
since Leopold was in need of any help he could
get. At the time Leopold had ongoing conflicts in
both the East, with recalcitrant Hungarians and
the Ottomans, and in the West, with his archrival
cousin Louis XIV. On the Eastern front, Prince
Eugen’s first test came, as mentioned earlier, in
the relief of Vienna from the Ottoman siege. But
his crowning moment in the East came fourteen
years later, several months after he had been
given command of the Hungarian contingent of
the Imperial army.

2.  The Battle of Zenta

On September 11, 1697, at nine in the morning,
the company of Hussars that Prince Eugen had
sent on a reconnaissance mission up north along
the right bank of the Theil3 river showed up at the
camp with the captured high-ranking Kutschuk
Dschaafer Pasha. Threatened with death, the
Pasha revealed that his commander, Sultan
Mustafa II, had changed his objective from trying
to retake Szeged, which the Turks had lost over
a decade ago. Instead he intended to cross the
Theiss south of the town of Zenta, between
Prince Eugen’s position and Szeged, planning
from there to take Temesvar as the base for
expansion into  Upper  Hungary and
Transylvania.

The whole purpose of Prince Eugen’s pursuit
of the Ottoman army had been to find an
opportunity to inflict losses or even a major
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Fig. 1 The Battle of Zenta

defeat. The information revealed by the Pasha
promised such an opportunity. Taking advantage
of it, however, meant doing the opposite of what
the Ottomans expected, namely backtracking
north, the opposite way they just had come,
through swampy terrain at a higher speed and
with exhausted soldiers and officers. Speed was
essential to prevent the Sultan from crossing the
river and avoiding battle. To get a first-hand view
of the situation, the Prince rode ahead of the bulk
of his army with his cavalry and a few pieces
of light artillery. By now it was already mid-
afternoon and given the exhausted soldiers most
commanders would have waited for the next day
to act.

What he saw was impressive, the Turks had
had time to build a semi-circle of trenches and
breastworks protruding out from the river and
meant to protect the bridge of 60 ships that
French engineers had constructed. Within this
semicircle, whose diameter extended about a
thousand paces along the river were the protective
ruins of an imperial weapon-depository that the
Ottomans had burned down and connected by
deep trenches to both sides of the bridge, thus
providing a redoubt of sorts to protect those
crossing the bridge.

The earlier than expected arrival of the imperial
army caught the Ottomans by surprise. By this
time in the afternoon, most of their cavalry, as
well as the heavy artillery, had crossed already
over the bridge and had started to set up camp
on the left bank. The first instinct for those left
on right bank was to speed up their crossing to
the safer side, which created jams on the single
bridge. The dispersion by the Prince’s cavalry
of the 2000 Spahis that dared an attack outside
their fortification convinced the Grand Vizier
Elmas Mehmed Pasha, whom Sultan Mustafa 11
had left to defend the right bank, to call back the
forces that had already crossed to the left bank.
The crowded bridge forced them to come on
foot to the Vizier’s tent, who spurred them on to
martyrdom for their Sultan.

The confusion of the Ottomans gave the Prince
time to set up for two attacks that he intended
to execute despite the late afternoon hours. At
this time a royal courier arrived with a message.
Whether the Prince anticipated its contents
or just was too busy starting the first attack in
which he and his cavalry would be the center,
is unclear, but he told the messenger he would
read it the following day. The message from the
War Council advised him to avoid engaging the
enemy. Had he followed the advice his career
might have suffered, had he lost the battle,
he might have ended up arrested and tried for
insubordination.’

Eugene counted on the vulnerability of the
single bridge and the reduced enemy forces on

Continued on Page 9
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The final draft of the Constitution of the merged Branch #30

Dear members of Branch #22 and Branch #30,
Below is a copy of the final draft of the Constitution of the merged Branch #30. This draft was reviewed
and accepted with changes at a special meeting of the combined membership after the January meeting.
According to the Constitution, we must let all members of the branch review and recommend any chang-
es to the Constitution. It will be published in this publication for the next two issues and if you have any
changes and or suggestions, please let your officers know before March 15th, 2019 so that changes can
be discussed and voted upon in the April meeting.
Thank you, Robert Bachinger, Merger Committee Chairman

Constitution for the merged Branch #30

ARTICLE L

ARTICLE II

ARTICLE II1.
Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

ARTICLE 1V.
Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

ARTICLE V.

ARTICLE VL

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

Section 9.

Section 10.

Section 11.

Youngstown Ohio

NAME

The name of this Society shall be SAXON CLUB

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO and BRANCH 30 of The

Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Society shall be to provide fraternal

fellowship for its members as envisioned in the

following Mission:
1. To perpetuate the preservation of the Transylva-
nian Saxon heritage and culture.

2. To support its members in times of need and sor-
TOW.

3. To encourage all members to be good and loyal
citizens of the United States.

4. To fulfill its obligations and support as members of
thenational organization, Alliance of Transylvnian
Saxons.

MEETINGS

At every Regular Meeting, eleven (11) members in

good standing and the majority of the officers shall

constitute a quorum.

The March and August meetings are designated as

General Meetings in which special reports, etc. are

given.

Special meetings may be called by the President or by

written request of eleven (11) members in good

standing.

Robert’s Rules of Order, latest edition, shall govern

parliamentary procedures of all meetings of this

Society.

MEMBERSHIP

Applicants for Fraternal Membership in this Society

must be a National Alliance member, having qualified

as follows:
a.  Is of Transylvanian Saxons or German birth or a
descendant thereof.

b.  Be married to a Saxon or German descendant
thereof.

c.  If other than the above, applicant must agree to
supportthe preservation of the ethnic and cultural
goals outlined in the national Alliance Constitu-
tion and By-Laws.

d.  Is an owner of an Alliance life insurance or an
AnnUity contract.

The age requirement for adult membershipisage 16 or
older.

a. Ages for juvenile members range from birth
through Age 15.

The Deputy proposing a candidate shall read and give

all information concerning the applicant to the mem-

bership after having been eviewed by the Board of

Directors. If three (3) or more votes are cast against

the candidate by the Board, they shall not refer said

applicant to the Membership. After a favorable report
from the Board, voting shall take place by the Member-
ship. In the event that during the membership vote,
three (3) votes are cast against the candidate, no mem-
bership shall be granted.

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The following constitutes the Officers and Board of

Directors: President, First-Vice President, Second Vice-

President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secret-

ary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Financial Secretary,

Assistant Financial Secretary, Librarian, ATS Secre-

tary, Sergeant-at-Arms and Six (6) Trustees.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The election of Officers shall be held each year in the

November Meeting of the Society. To qualify for an

elected office a candidate must be a member in good

standing for at least 1 year.

The term of Office for all Officers shall be for one (1)

year.

The election shall be conducted by the President who

shall appoint an Election Committee to assist in

nominating, collecting ballots, tallying votes, etc.

A Candidate for President, 1+ Vice President and

Treasurer must have been an elected officer for at least

two (2) years.

Each nominee must secure an absolute majority of the

votes cast in order to be officially elected.

All Officers’ terms shall begin on the first day of

January and end on the last day of December.

The President shall be elected for only ONE year term.

His consecutive one-year term may not exceed FOUR.

An absent qualified candidate may be nominated

for an office provided they have submitted a written

request for the office desired to the Branch Recording

Secretary or has been nominated by the Elections Com-

mittee.

The officer’s stipend for the ensuing year shall be deter-

mined prior to nominations.

Any office becoming vacant shall be filled by a mem-

ber appointed by the President until the following elec-

tion. Appointees must have attended at least two (2)

meetings during the past twelve months (12).

In order to qualify for voting, a member must be

present, must be in good standing at least five (5)

months, must have attended at least four (4) meetings

of the previous twelve (12) monthly meetings.

Anyone who resigns from an office may notbe elected

to an office for a period of one (1) year from the date

of resignation. This rule does not apply if the resigna
tion was due to the officer being elected or appointed
to another office.

ARTICLE VII. DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

Section 9.

Section 10.

Section 11.

Section 12.

Section 13.
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All Branch Officers must be members in good standing

with the Alliance.

The President will:

» Preside at all meetings

* Enforce order and conduct of the same

» See to it that the Laws of the Society are strictly
carried out

* Explain and bring to a vote all motions made which
are not in conflict or contrary to existing Federal,
State, or local laws

* Receive all reports and submit same to the meeting

» Sign all bills and obligations approved by the Trustees
for prompt payment

e Appoint all committees

* Initiate new members

» Pronounce all fines prescribed by the Constitution,
with the inclusion of the other officers

* Represent the Society at all functions and activities

* Examine all bonds

* Designate the individual responsibility of each Trustee

* Appoint a five (5) Grievance Committee and a Lodge
Chaplain

The First Vice- President will:

» Diligently support the President in all official duties

» Fulfill all presidential duties during any temporary
absence of the President

« If the Office of President becomes vacant, the 1st Vice
President shall become President and shall assume the
duties and responsibilities of the President until the next
election.

The Second Vice-President will:

» Take charge of all cultural and historical activities of
Branch 30

» Coordinate cultural and historical activities with the
national committees of the A.T.S.

»  Will have the right to attend any and all Trustee meet-
ings

« If the Office of 1st Vice President becomes vacant, the
2nd Vice President shall become the 1st Vice President
and shall assume the duties and responsibilities of the
1st Vice President until the next election. The president
will then appoint a new 2nd Vice President.

The Recording Secretary will:

* Follow all discussions in the meetings of the Society

»  Keep impartial minutes thereof

* Post in the minutes all bills of the Society

e Turn all bills over to the Treasurer for payment

The Corresponding Secretary will:

» Attend to all general correspondence of the Society

* Notify all members of Special Meetings in writing, in
accordance with Article IIT Sec. 3

* Submit a Bi-weekly Article of news and meetings of
the Society in the Volksblatt for publication, as needed

The Financial Secretary will:

e Take in all Fraternal membership dues of the Society

* Record same at the conclusion of each meeting

* Deliver all money collected against receipt to the
Treasurer

The Assistant Financial Secretary will:

» Assume the duties and responsibilities of the Financial
Secretary in their absence

e Assist in the execution of that office

The Treasurer will:

»  Will be responsible for all monies of the society

e Accept from the Financial Secretary, all monies taken in

» Pay all financial obligations approved at the meeting
and acknowledged by the members

+ Exam the books and submit receipts for all expenditures

»  Deposit all monies of the Society immediately upon
receipt in the banks designated by the Society as its
depository

*  Submit monthly to the Society an accurate financial
report of all monies taken in and all expenses paid out

* Pay all bills and obligations of society

*  Must sign all checks along with other designee
o Designee must not be related in any way.

e Must sign all withdrawals from the Saving Accounts
along with other designee Furnish bond atthe Society’s
expense

The Assistance Treasurer will:

» Assume the duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer
in their absence

e Assist in the execution of that office

The Librarian will:

* Maintain all memberships’ names and addresses (Frater-
nal and Social)

* Issue all Key Cards

The Seargent of Arms will:

* Maintain order during Society meetings

* Present non-member visitors to the President for permis-
sion to attend the meeting

* Present new member candidates for induction into the
Society

* Assist in other duties designated by the President

The ATS Secretary will:

Conduct all of the Alliance business in the Society

Keep accurate record of same

Complete and forward all required reports to Alliance

Home Office within five (5) days after the meeting

Keep track of new and suspended members of the ATS

(Including JUVENILE MEMBERS)

Execute all records prescribed by the ATS

Render all reports required and requested by same

Issue a Transfer Card to a member transferring to an

other branch

Preserve the records, receipts and duplicate copies of

reports to the Alliance in the Society Archives for a

period of 7 (seven) years

* Report the number of delinquent members and the
death of a member to the Alliance Home Office

* Beof'service to members inregard to Alliance business
in the spirit of fraternal helpfulness

Section 14.  The Trustees will:

Conduct a monthly business inventory

Examine the property of the society

See that all property is properly maintained

Have all necessary repairs completed as soon as pos-
sible

Get authorization from the Board of Directors for any
expenditures exceeding three-hundred dollars

See that the retail business is operated as prescribed by
the Board of Directors

Maintain accurate records

Ensure accurate accounting made monthly to the Society
at each monthly meeting

¢ The President will appoint a Head Trustee that will act as
supervisor of the Trustees

Section 15.  Ex-Presidents will:
* Become advisory members of the Board of Directors
Section 16.  Alliance Convention Delegates will:

* Automatically include the President, Recording Secre-
tary, the ATS Secretary and the ATS Deputies

* Be elected at least two (2) months prior to the Conven
tion

* Must be a member in good standing at least one year
prior to their election

* Must have attended at least five (5) of the last twelve
(12) meetings of Branch 30

Section 17.  Dues:

+ All members of the Society must pay dues to the
Branch annually

* All members must pay a initial Key Card fee

» Key cards will remain activated upon the full payment
of dues for the current calendar year. If dues are not
paid in full by the February regular meeting Key cards
will be deactivated.

* A member in good standing of the Society for Forty (40)
years shall not be required to pay any dues or assess-
ments

* All members under the age of twenty-five (25) may pay
only one-half of the annual fee

ARTICLE VIII. DUTIES AND RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP

+ To mutually aid each other To strive for fraternal coop-
eration

* To assist in the promotion and advancement of member-
ship activities in the best interest of the Society and the
Alliance.

* Abide and protect the Constitution and By-Laws of the
Society and the Alliance Attend Society meetings regularly

* Participate inall deliberations pertaining to the business
and activities of the Society

* Serve on committees Generally enjoy all rights and

privileges of the Society and the national Alliance

Section 1. Members must pay their local dues at the beginning of
each calendar year for the entire year.
Section 2. A member of this Society may retain their membership in

the Society even though they relocate in a city in which
there may or may not be another Society. Our Society

will accept members who wish to join by transferring from
another Society. A Certificate of Transfer form must be

filed with the Librarian.

Section 3. Members are to keep the Librarian informed of any changes
of contact information

Section 4. Upon written request all Affiliated Organizations are

required to provide detailed financial reports within 30
(thirty) days. Upon failure to furnish said annual report,
said affiliated organization shall be denied its status as an
affiliate of Branch 30.

Section 5. All standing committees or other committees of the Soci-
ety, nothaving previously submitted a written report, shall
submit a report of its committee at the March General
Meeting together with a written Financial Report.

ARTICLE IX. CHARGES, GRIEVANCES, & RECALL

Section 1. Procedures shall be the same as that set forth by the
Constitution of the A.T.S., Except that the Grievance
Committee shall be made up of a committee of Five (5)
appointed by the President as per ARTICLE VII, Sec. 2

Section 2. Unless otherwise provided in the Branch Constitution,
when a dispute, charge, or grievance arises internally
members of the Branch, they shall specify same in writing
to the President. The President will in turn forward it to
the Grievance Committee. The committee shall act upon
the charges made. Report their findings and recommenda-
tions to the Body at the next regularly scheduled Branch
Meeting.

Section 3. The President shall immediately notify the office of the
A.T.S of any external dispute, charge, or grievance be-
tween Branch 30 and any Branch or member thereof. The
President shall in turn receive detailed written copy of the
Procedure necessary to resolve the issue in an impartial
fraternal manner.

Section 4. The following procedures are mandatory and must be fol-
lowed prior to any legal action in a public court of law or
equity.

Section 5. A resignation may be requested by the President of any

officer who fails to perform their duties as prescribed in
the Constitution. The President may be recalled by a 2/3
majority of the body after eleven (11) members have sub-
mitted a valid reason mailed to the Secretary and re-
viewed by the Board of Grievances.

Section 6. Any member who, at a meeting or outside of the Society,
is guilty of improper action towards another member (so
far as the Society affairs are concerned), or who shows
themselves underserving of Society membership, shall be
suspended or expelled.

ARTICLE X. AMENDMENTS
All articles and Sections of the Constitution may be
changed or amended. All proposed changes and amend-
ments shall be submitted in writing to the Recording Sec
retary. Changes shall be signed by five (5) members in
good standing, read by the Recording Secretary at a regu-
lar meeting and then submitted by the Recording Secre-
tary to be published in at least two (2) consecutive publi
cations of the official journal of the ATS prior to the Gen-
eral Meeting. Approval shall be at a meeting designated.

ARTICLE XI. MERGER AND/OR DISSOLUTION OF THE SOCIETY

Section 1. As long as eleven (11) members in good standing desire
the continuation of the Society, it cannot be disbanded.
Section 2. Should the society be disbanded, all remaining assets

shall be remitted to the national alliance where they will
be held in trust for one (1) year. If, during that year, the
Society is re-activated the assets will be returned to the
Society.

Continued on Page 10



Constitution for the merged
Branch #30
Youngstown Ohio
Continued from Page 9

ARTICLE XII. ORDER OF BUSINESS
* Opening of the meeting.

a. The President calls the meeting to
order with a strike of the gavel.

b. The President asks the Sergeant-
at-Arms whether or not everyone
present is entitled to attend the
meeting.

c. The President will lead in The
Lord’s Prayer and
Pledge of Allegiance of the Flag.

d. If a member has passed away since
the last meeting, there shall be an ac-
knowledgement with a moment of
silence.

e. The president strikes the gavel once
and members will take their seats.

* Roll call of officers.

 Reading of the minutes.

* Correspondence.

* Introductions of new candidates.
* Installation of new members.

a. The Sergeant-at-Arms brings the
candidate(s) before the member
ship

b. Sergeant-at-Arms: “President, may
T introduce to you the candidate(s).”

c. President: “I have the honor to
incorporate you as a member of
this Society. This is a National Fra-
ternal Benefit Society whose inter-
ests are to provide financial
security by its insurance and annu-
ity plans and to promote fraternal
fellowship and Transylvanian Sax-
on heritage and culture.”

d. President: “You promise here
with, in the presence o the Officers
and Members, that you will ac-
knowledge and uphold the Consti-
tution of the Saxon Society,
Youngstown, Ohio, Branch 30

and the National Alliance of
Transylvanian Saxons. Further
more you promise to respect your
fellow members, and to safe-guard
and protect the welfare and prop-
erty of the Society. If you
are prepared to keep these prom-
ises, then answer by saying yes.”

e. Handshake: “I welcome you to our
Society.

Treasurer’s report.

Trustee’s report.

Financial Secretary’s report.

Librarian’s report.

Report of Sick Committee.

Report of Special Committees.

Unfinished business.

New business.

Welfare.

* Adjourn meeting.

a.  One stroke with the gavel, the meeting
is adjourned.
ARTICLE XIII.
A Business Manager
 Hired by, dismissed by and report to The
Executive Committee.

» Oversees all facets of the Retail Business
of Branch 30 including the Bar, Restau
rant and Catering.

* Any exception to this may only be made
by the Executive Committee

 Such exceptions will be explained to the
body at a Branch 30 meeting

* This Article (XIII) supersedes any item
in the Constitution with which it may
conflict concerning a Business Manager.

» The Executive Committee shall consist of:
the President, the First Vice-President, the

Treasurer and the Head Trustee. The
Treasurer shall be anon-voting member of
the committee.
ARTICLE XIV. ASSESSMENTS

* Any assessment imposed by Branch 30
must have been read and discussed at the
August Branch 30 meeting of the previ-
ous year and have been approved at the
(following) September Branch 30 meeting.

» An assessment must be approved by a
majority of those voting.

 An assessment shall be effective for one
(1) year only

* An assessment must begin on Jan. 1.

* The assessment for one (1) year shall not
exceed the Regular Branch 30 dues for
that year.

» Honor members are NOT to be charged
any assessment.

e o o o o o o o o

Ich bin ein
SiebenbuergeR.de

Artisans and Nobles: Continued from Page 7

his side of the bank for success. He
still had to face the inner redoubt,
but as luck had it Spahis attacked
the Imperial force’s left flank in the
north of the bridgehead to silence
the just installed Habsburg artillery
whose projectiles could now reach
the bridge. When foot soldiers were
able to repel the attack with steady
firing the Spahis’ retreat revealed a
40-50 pace unprotected opening on
the riverbank where the river water
hadreceded. This breach allowed the
Imperial left flank to not only force
the defenders into the redoubt but
also to attack the forward Ottoman
forces from behind. They broke
through the wagon barrier jumped
into the trenches and climbed the
breastworks where the hand-to-
hand scuffles began. The cavalry
had followed to the trenches from
where they fired at the enemy to
enable the foot-soldiers’ to scale
the breastworks. Some of the riders
advanced over the corpses filling
the trenches and close in on the
bridgehead. The bridge became
packed with fleeing people, horses,
and wagons with thousands pushed
into the river where they found
their death. Eventually, the Imperial
forces reached the redoubt where
the Ottomans tried to make their
last stand. But with so many of them
dead, whether drowned or killed,
their numbers were no match for
the now overwhelming force. The
one-sided carnage lasted well into
the dark until about ten that night,
when Prince Eugen recalled all the
troops to the camp.

Only the next morning’s daylight
revealed the utter Ottoman defeat:
the dead included the Grand Vizier
with all his senior officers,® 20,000
lower officers and soldiers on the

Oops!

A man had a habit of leaving his
keys in the ignition of his car. He
was getting ready to leave work one
day when he realized that his keys
were not in his pocket. He looked
everywhere for them, then realized
that he probably left them in his car
again. He ran out to the parking lot,
but panicked when he realized that
his car was nowhere to be found.

He tried to call his wife, but there
was no answer, so he called the po-
lice and reported his car stolen. He
even confessed that he had left the
keys in the ignition. It was just a
little while later that his phone rang.
His wife was on the other end of the
call.

“Thank goodness you called,”
said the man. “I left my keys in the
car, and it has been stolen!”

There was a moment of silence.
“You fool!” she shouted. “I dropped
you off!”

Embarrassed, the man said, “Oh, I
forgot...well, come and get me.”

“I will,” she replied, “as soon as
I convince this police officer that I
have not stolen your car.”

battlefield and over 10,000 that
drowned in the 350 paces wide river.
On the imperial side, 28 officers
and 401 soldiers had died while 133
officers and 1,465 soldiers were
wounded.

Seeing a disaster unfold on the
right riverbank Mustafa II took
off with his lifeguard of several
thousand and left-over cavalry
and headed for Temesvar, leaving
trophies behind on both sides of the
river,” the most precious being the
Grand Seal that Elmas Mehmed,
as the Grand Vizier, always had
to wear around his neck which
Prince Eugene could present to the
Emperor.

The benefits of the victory at
Zenta reached beyond the material
rewards. Just ten weeks after
the battle, Prince Eugen used it
successfully to bully Sarajevo into
submission. The event impacted
on many participants. It cost Elmas
Mehmed Pasha his life and cut
short his young career. Just two
years earlier, at 34 years of age,
he had been named Grand Vizier
despite his lack of experience for
such high office when compared to
his predecessors. For Prince Eugen,
Zenta was the crowning of his career
so far at age 34. It was the first
battle in which he had exercised
full command. Earlier that year
when he had been given command
of the imperial army in Hungary,
he became the envy of many of his
seniors such as the A.B.C.s'’ of
whom his friend, the young Count
Sinzendorf had warned him. In such
an unforgiving environment his fate
might have turned out differently,
however, if he had lost the battle.

TO BE CONTINUED

2 Philip Mansel, Constantinople: City of the
World’s Desire, 1453-1924 (London: John
Murray, 1995), 4.

3 John P. Spielman, Leopold I of Austria (New
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press,1977),
48.

4 Spielman, Leopold I of Austria, 48.

5 Kara Mustafa was Ahmed Korpriili’s
handpicked successor as Grand Vizier.

6 Robert A. Kann, A History of the Habsburg
Empire 1526 — 1918 (Berkley: University of
California Press, 1977), 67.

7 The celibate Cardinal Mazarin had brought his
Italian nieces to the French court. One of them,
Olympia Mancini, married Eugene Maurice of
Savoy with whom she had eight children, one
of them being Prince Eugen. Olympia became
involved in various court intrigues, one of which
was the notorious Affair of the Poisons, which
led to her expulsion from France.

8 Some historians such as von Klausen claimed
that Eugene was arrested even after winning
the battle. The Emperor supposedly had to
intervene to free him. As proof, he cites the
1713 publication in Cdln [sic] of Leopold des
Groflen wunderwiirdiges Leben und Thaten as
well as a hint in one of Prinz Eugen’s letters to
friend Sinzendorf. Franz Georg Friedrich von
Kausler, Das Leben des Prinzen Eugen von
Savoyen , Verbesserungen. Books 1-5 (1663 -
1707), each book ending with a “Reflexion des
Grafen von Bismark.” Beilagen (1) (Memphis
TN: General Books LLC, 2012) The Battle of
Zenta, 75 — 85, 81. The veracity of the arrest
and the Emperor’s intervention are dismissed,
however, as ‘invented fable’ by the British
military historian George Malleson. George
Bruce Malleson, Prince Eugene of Savoy
(London: Chapman and Hall, 1888), 57.

9 The senior officers included: 4 other Viziers,
13 Beglerbegs, 3 Janissary Lieutenant-Generals,
and 54 high-ranking officers of the Janissaries,
Spahis and Silihdars. Kausler, Das Leben des
Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen , 80.

10 The trophies included: seven of the revered
tughs and 423 banners. Kausler, Das Leben des
Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen, 80.

11 The letters stand for: Franz Karl von
Auersperg (1655 - 1713); Prince Eugen’s cousin
Ludwig von Baden (1655 - 1707) and Aneas
von Caprara (1631 - 1701).

BRANCH 10, COLUMBUS
By Donald Blum

Well, we just had to change our
calendars for 2019 and now it time
to change our clocks for Daylight
Saving Time. On Sunday, March 10
at 2:00 am, we change our clocks to
3:00 am. Spring forward and lose an
hour sleep. It’s time to get out the
manuals and get directions on how
to change our stove and microwave
clocks. To those that stay up to
change their clocks at exactly 2:00
am, | say kudos and great job. If you
are like me, we change the clocks
before we go to bed, and many just
wait until the next morning to change
their clocks. It used to be you would
havetochangeyourclocksontheTV,
but now that automatically changes,
thank God. And don'’t forget, if you
have lights on timers, you will need
to change them, too. We lived in
Northern Indiana and they would not
change their clocks. Half the year
we were on Eastern Time and half
the year we were on Central Time.
We actually preferred the Central
Time.

Credit for Daylight Saving Time is
often attributed to Benjamin Franklin.
Asajoke, inthe Journal of Paris, Ben-
jamin Franklin published an article

about the thrifty benefits of natural
daylightversus artificial light (lamps).
He wrote this as a joke because he
woke up early one morning anditwas
still dark. So, no, he did not invent
Daylight Savings Time.

British-bornNew Zealander George
Hudson proposed the concept in
1885 but was ridiculed. The idea
was revived in 1907, when William
Willett, an Englishman proposed a
system in the pamphlet “The Waste
of Daylight.”

The Germans were the first to of-
ficially adopt Daylight Saving Timein
1915 as a fuel savings During World
War |. The British switched in 1916,
and the United States followed in
1918, when Congress passed the
Standard Time Act, establishing our
differenttime zones. Itwasrepealed
in 1920, due to opposition from dairy
farmers, stating cows don’t pay at-
tention to clocks.

During World War I, Daylight Sav-
ing Time was imposed again as a
means of saving fuel.

As the late Paul Harvey would
say, “And now you know the rest of
the story.”
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March

Aries 3/21 - 4/19: Love eases a jealous mo-

ment as the moon waxes on the 10th. A decision
looms.

Taurus 4/20 - 5/20: A little chocolate soothes
your inner child -- but it does nothing for the out-
er grown-up! Stars say add some variety to your
routine.

Gemini 5/21 - 6/20: St. Pat’s Day isn’t the only
thing happening at mid-month. The first quarter
moon on the 14th is especially bright and full of
promise. A surprise is coming.

Cancer 6/21 - 7/22: Skepticism may not be part
of your nature, but an easy request this month
may lead to more conversation.

Leo 7/23 - 8/22: Slash those small expenses
that are raiding your checking account and save
the money. Stars hint at unexpected news -- and
expenses this spring.

Virgo 8/23 - 9/22: You long for something dif-
ferent, perhaps a new experience. Work is all you
see for now, but start your plan. Last-minute ef-
forts make it happen.

Libra 9/23 - 10/21: A great bargain tempts Li-
bras to break their budgets, but the full moon on
the 21st casts light (and maybe regret) on pur-
chases.

Scorpio 10/22 - 11/21: Look back on your hopes
for the New Year. Are you following through? If
not now, when? Stars say now is the time to put
your plan in action.

Sagittarius 11/22 - 12/21: Collaborate now, and
you could run the show later on. Circumstances
dictate that you reorganize priorities. In the hec-
tic last week of March, find time for fun.

Capricorn 12/22 - 1/19: An ethical question
arises, but examine it closely. Is the issue really as
it seems or are you reading the motives, or beliefs
of another person incorrectly or even unfairly?

Aquarius 1/20 - 2/18: Happy Aquarians rarely
stay angry, yet a longterm issue has anger at its
heart. Sort out whether this is really warranted.
The answer won’t be obvious at first.

Pisces 2/19 - 3/20: Aren’t you lucky? Home life
is more enjoyable and interesting than ever. At
work, go ahead and suggest your idea. Chances
are that it is a good one.
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Trek into the unknown
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Across Down
1.“__ Misbehavin” 1.l seel”

5. Keep out 2. False god

3. Church part

4. Spot for carved
initials

5. Disparaged

6. Hand cream
ingredient

7. Namesakes of
Bert Bobbsey’s twin
10. After expenses
14. Genetic material

8. Jewish month

9. Distinctive flair

11. Raise, as an
anchor

12. “The ___ Ranger”
13. Most wary

15. Cable channel

16. Supplied with fluid
21. Diamond Head
locale

16. Short flight
22. Hilo feast 17. Bush’s alma mater
24. Agenda 18. Indian lentil dish
25. Blunders 19. Continental currency

20.
23.

Feathered missile
“'sno__ "

26. Antlered animal
27. Overdo the TLC

Alles gute zum Namenstag!
Nora 1. Mirz
Edda 2. Mirz
Stefanie 2. Mirz
Kunigunde 3. Mirz
Adrian 4. Mirz
Hella 4. Mirz
Friedrich 5. Mirz
Gottfried 6. Mirz
Renate 7. Mirz
Thomas 7. Mairz
Manfred 8. Mirz
Alexander 10. Mirz
Margot 10. Mirz
Erwin 11. Mirz
Gregor 12. Mirz
Ernst 13. Mirz
Mathilde 14. Mirz
Mechthilde 14. Mérz
Christoph 1 5. Mirz
Henriette 16. Mirz
Gertrude 17. Mérz
Eduard 18. Mirz
Josef, Josefine 19. Mirz
Gutbert 20. Mirz
Melitta 20. Mirz,
Benedikt 21. Mirz
Herlinde 22. Mirz
Eberhard 23. Mirz
Gabriel 24. Mirz
Herwart 24. Mirz
Klaus 25. Mirz
Maria 25. Mirz
Emanuel 26. Mirz
Hubert 27. Mirz
Ruprecht, Rupert 27. Mirz
Dietrich 28. Mirz
Guntram 28. Mirz
Edith 29. Mirz
Guido 30. Mérz
Roswitha 30. Mirz
Traugott 31. Mirz

February 23 is World Sword Swallowers Day--Don’t try this at home

It is an ancient art. Even an ancient religious
art. The kind of art that makes you say Ewwww.

Sword Swallowing is not for those with tender
hearts, or weak stomachs. It isn’t done with mir-
rors. They actually swallow the sword.

According to Sword Swallowers Association
International (SSAI), the practice was probably
started in 2000 BC when the Fakirs of India swal-
lowed swords to demonstrate their invulnerabil-
ity, thanks to the gods. The Greeks and Romans
took up the practice by 1 AD. With that, it spread
throughout Asia and Europe.

Today, if you can see the ancient art, it will
probably be in connection with Ripley’s Believe
It Or Not (naturally) on World Sword Swallowers
Day, the last Saturday in February. This event is
helpfully held in connection with National Swal-
lowing Disorders Month.

So, you might well ask: Is it a trick? According
to SSAI no. They don’t use a fake or trick sword.
They don’t swallow a tube first to protect their
throat, which would be worse, they say.

Sword swallowers need to completely eliminate
the gag reflex. They must also learn to voluntarily
relax muscles in the throat and esophagus. These
muscles usually are not voluntary. They have to
hyperextend to form a straight line between the
pharnyx and stomach.
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WORLD SWORD SWALLOWERS DAY
4,000 years of doing the impossible!

It is dangerous, but probably less than one
might imagine. For one thing, the art requires
physical skills that take years to master.

In 2006, the British Medical Journal did a study
of injuries associated with sword swallowing.
The journal concluded that sword swallowing
was most dangerous when the swallower was
distracted. Seems fair. Punctures and hemorrhage
were the main problems, but the journal could not
find anyone who died from sword swallowing.

Amateurs, presumably those who decide one
day to stick a sword down their throat, are at the
highest risk.



< Choruses >

CLEVELAND, SECTION 1
EINTRACHT SAXONIA
SACHSENCHOR
Rehearsal:
Tuesdays 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

PRESIDENT

Horst Hebrank

26148 Kennedy Ridge Rd
No Olmsted OH 44070
(440) 734-2584
SECRETARY

Christa Herbert

4703 West Ridgewood Dr.
Parma, OH 44134
440-888-6094

NEW CASTLE, SECTION 6

EINTRACHT MANNERCHOR Cultural
Rehearsal: Groups

Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
CLEVELAND SAXON

PRESIDENT
Jonathan Baisch
3336 Plank Rd

New Castle PA 16105

DANCE GROUP
Rehearsal: Fridays
6:30 p.m Children

(724) 519-0519 7:.30 pm Adults .
newcastleeintracht@gmail.com Westside Sachsenheim
PRESIDENT

Amanda Donnellan

9578 W. 130th St

Strongsville OH 44136

(216) 235-5240

adonnellan5@yahoo.com
SECRETARY

Christine Roppelt

8905 Fernhill Ave

Parma OH 44129

(216) 773-9375

tantechrissy68 @gmail.com

SECRETARY

Samuel Audia

635 Moffatt Rd

New Castle PA 16101

(724) 651- 3354
eintrachtmaennerchor@gmail.com

ERIE
SIEBENBUERGER SINGERS
Meet Monday at
Siebenbuerger Club

YOUNGSTOWN
PRESIDENT MSAXQS EUSLTU:E G:a'\oﬂup h
Tim Clint eets: 2nd Sunday of Mont

Youngstown Saxon Club
PRESIDENT
Robert Bachinger
5268 N Beacon Dr
Youngstown OH 44515
(330) 792-5177
bman1017 @gmail.com
SECRETARY
Michael Bachinger
3134 Neosho Rd
Youngstown OH 44511
(330) 788-7535
Musik005@aol.com

5805 West Road

McKean, PA 16426
(814)572-6639

Email: tjbclint@verizon.net

Ich bin ein
SiebenbuergeR.de

TRANSYLVANIAN
SAXON
BOWLING
LEAGUE

PRESIDENT

Glenn Spack

943 Stewart Rd.
Salem, OH 44460
(330) 332-8174
sspack2@neo.rr.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Tom Simon
538 S Schenley Ave
Youngstown, OH 44509
(330) 720-7988
ts112063@gmail.com

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Jenny Miller King

25321 Conover Dr.

Bay Village, OH 44140
(216) 551-1728

jmill411 @yahoo.com

STATISTICAL SEC’Y.
(Men & Women)
Carl J. Schmitz
26652 Redwood Dr.
Olmsted Falls, OH 44138
(440) 799-1940
cjsaintrite@aol.com

TRUSTEES AUDITORS
Rich Baker
232 Reiber Road
Hermitage PA 16148
(724) 854-0149

Karen Kinser

13626 Beech St. NE
Alliance, OH 44601
(330) 581-5049

Monica Gilles

3520 Beavercrest Dr Apt 107
Lorain, OH 44053

(440) 309-7894
gillemo76 @hotmail.com

Are your

children,

grandchildren,
nieces and nephews

members of the ATS?

Let them benefit from

our fraternal program

and be a part of

our history!

Y BOOKS

_

The Saxon Cook Book - Third Edition
Over 400 Saxon/American Recipes $12.00 per copy (postpaid)

Fleeing to the Friendly Enemy by Barbara Ohler Weber

A true story of the author’s experiences during World War I1
and her immigration to America in the 1950’s.

$14.00 per copy (postpaid)

Flucht aus Siebenbiirgen by Monika Gorig/Maria Schneider
Memoirs of Maria Schneider written in German describing her
family’s hardships when they had to flee from their home in
1944 and start a new life in Austria.

$20 per copy (postpaid)

Saxons Through Seventeen Centuries, author Rev. John Foisel
A paperback which provides a romantic account of the customs
and phases of intellectual development of the Transylvanian
people. Not intended to be a history of Transylvania, rather a
story of our people based upon seventeen centuries of history.
$15 per copy (postpaid)

Why Can’t Somebody Just Die Around Here?, author Gerhard
Maroscher. Tells the story of how his family was impacted by
World War I1. His mother fled Transylvania with two young
sons and his father reluctantly served in three Axis armies
and was a prisoner of war by the Russians. Family immi-
grated to the USA to live the American dream.

$24.95 per copy (postpaid)

All books unless noted have English Text.
Proceeds from book sales go to the Saxon Orphan Fund Program.

Order From:
The Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons
5393 Pearl Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44129
Make Checks/Money Orders payable to
ATS ORPHAN FUND
ATS Member, please indicate Branch number.

SAXON SENIORS

YOUNGSTOWN
SAXON RETIREES Meets 1st Wednesday
Meets 2nd Thursday 11:30 a.m. of each month

Youngstown Saxon Club PRESIDENT

(March - December) Lois Whitacre
II\’AI::ESaIr[;:E -|':le1L-JtSCh 15425 Lisbon St.
5704 Kirk Rd Minerva, OH 44657
Canfield OH 44406 (330) 862-2607
(330) 799-7794
SECRETARY SECRETARY

Dianne Kuttler
4282 McCann Rd
Salem OH 44460
(330) 525-0120

Rosemary Dundon
7637 E. Parkside Dr
Youngstown OH 44512-5309

USE ONLY THIS FORM FOR CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND CANCELLATIONS

Branch No.

All information in the form
to the right and below must
be correctly typed, or
legibly written.

O cHANGE

[0 CANCELLATION

O NEW to receive paper

THIS CHANGE IS FOR:

Date:

Signature of Person Making Change

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
Certificate No. SS#

Date of Birth

Name

Old Street Address was

City/State/Zip

New Street

City/State/Zip

[] HOME OFFICE RECORDS & VOLKSBLATT
[] VOLKSBLATT ONLY
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Many Americans are concerned that they will either run out of money in retirement or risk not having
enough money to maintain the lifestyle they’'ve become accustomed to. Living too long is fast becoming a
major financial risk. We all have a greater chance of living longer, due to healthier lifestyles and advances in
healthcare. So it is important that monthly income planning is one of the most important steps in creating
the retirement lifestyle that we are hoping to enjoy. An ATS Tax-Deferred Annuity can help grow your initial
assets while offering protected monthly income for the rest of your love which can help fill a critical gap in

your retirement funds.

ATS ANNUITIES MAY HELP:
Generate guaranteed income in retirement
Accumulate potential tax-deferred earnings
Reduce volatility in your retirement portfolio
Provide Income you cannot outlive

An ATS Tax-Deferred Annuity serves the role of insurance for your retirement savings. Your ATS Tax-
Deferred Annuity is a savings vehicle that can guarantee a baseline of income in case things don’t turn out as
you had expected in your more volatile investments. No one wants to gamble with life savings and very few
can afford to. We all want to know that our money is safe and it will be there when we need it the most. Sav-

ings with an ATS Tax-Deferred can provide that safety net.

It is important to realize the tax advantage in a tax-deferred savings vehicle. The primary benefit comes
in the form of tax-free growth. As an alternative to paying tax on the current returns of tax-deferred annuity,
taxes are paid only at a future date, allowing your savings to grow without current tax implications. A second-
ary benefit of tax-deferred annuity is that if the savings growth is usually during working years when earnings
and taxes are most often higher than during your retirement years when you probably want to make with-

drawals.

Annuities are the savings product that offers a person or couple, the opportunity to exchange their an-
nuity for an INCOME FOR LIFE! If you end up living way past the average life expectancy, that’s ok, ATS will
pay for as long as you are alive. An annuitized ATS Tax-Deferred Annuity can provide you with several income
options allowing for a guaranteed income that will last either for your lifetime, a joint lifetime or for a speci-

fied fixed time period.

An ATS Tax-Deferred Annuity has a five year penalty for early surrender, however, the ATS has a provi-
sion for 10% penalty free withdrawal each year. Many insurance companies have seven or ten year early sur-
render penalties. Also, because an annuity is a savings vehicle for retirement, an IRS penalty tax, currently

10% must be payable on any withdrawal of interest made prior to age 59 1/2.

Prepare for your Future and Your Retirement
By starting an ATS Tax-Deferred Annuity
Current APY is 3.00%




