
Published by
The Alliance

of Transylvanian Saxons
Home Offi ce: 5393 Pearl Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44129-1597

Tel: (440) 842-8442

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE
By Denise Aeling 

Crawford

ATS Nat’l President

THE SAXON NEWS

Celebrating over 100 years of Saxon Fraternalism
TI

M
EL

Y 
- D

O
 N

O
T 

D
EL

AY
M

A
IL

ED
 W

ED
N

ES
D

AY
, J

A
N

U
A

RY
 6

, 2
02

1

A
tte

nt
io

n 
Po

st
m

as
te

r:
 S

en
d 

al
l C

ha
ng

es
 o

f A
dd

re
ss

 to
:

Th
e 

A
lli

an
ce

 o
f T

ra
ns

yl
va

ni
an

 S
ax

on
s

53
93

 P
ea

rl 
R

oa
d 

C
le

ve
la

nd
, O

H
 4

41
29

-1
59

7

ATS Founded in 1902                     January 8, 2021       Issue 1

KEEP CALM

and

wear a mask!

Happy New Year!  Whew, 2020 is now in the his-
tory books.  Let’s not repeat that year again!  Let’s 
be optimistic and hopeful for the new year.  And re-
member to keep counting our blessings. 

Let’s keep those Saxon Memoirs coming in.  We 
have not set a deadline for the stories yet.  If you’re 
still thinking about writing, please do so.  We would 
like to have at least another dozen come in.  While 
the winter is upon us, snuggle up to your pen and 
paper or your laptop and start writing.  If you don’t 
want your name in the story, let us know that also.  
We can use an alias or not mention your name at all.  
Whatever you feel comfortable with.  We just want to 
gather the stories of our members’ life in Transylva-
nia and their journey to America before they are all 
lost. 

Did you know that parents and grandparents can be 
a motivator for young people to start saving for their 
retirement?  As the back page of this issue states, 
you can never be too young to start saving for your 
retirement.  For most young workers, planning for 
retirement typically isn’t a priority.  High School stu-
dents and college students who are working a part-
time job usually spend all of their earnings for gas 
and car insurance as well as saving and paying for 
college.  They just don’t make enough to put away 
for retirement.  This is where the parents or grand-
parents can come in.  They can contribute funds 
into an ATS annuity or an ATS IRA on behalf of their 
child or grandchild.  Here’s an example: Sarah is 16 
years old.  She worked a summer job and earned 
$1,300.  Her parents or grandparents could open up 
an ATS Roth IRA for her and deposit anywhere from 
the minimum $300 required to open the account up 
to the $1,300 that she earned.  You cannot contrib-
ute more than what she earned during the year.  In 
the next couple years, the parents or grandparents 
can keep contributing, up to her earnings or the 
IRA maximum amount, whichever is lower.  When 
the young worker gets his or her fi rst full-time job, 
hopefully the employer has some type of retirement 
plan in place.  Encourage him or her to contribute to 
that plan.  They should, at a minimum, max out the 
employer’s matching percentage for the plan.  When 
that retirement savings comes out of your paycheck, 
before you get the paycheck, you don’t miss it.  If the 
employer does not have a retirement plan in place, 
the young worker can keep contributing to the ATS 
Roth IRA, subject to IRA tax rules.  In the meantime, 
just imagine what that initial $1,300 could grow into 
over the next 45 years!

Until next time….

I hope everyone had a Merry and Holy Christ-
mas and a very Happy and Healthy New Year.  
The year 2020 was a year that none of us will 
ever forget.   Let us hope that 2021 will bring us 
better days.  Anyone living along the shoreline 
of Lake Erie certainly had a white Christmas.  
We, in Erie, had a snowfall of 18 inches between 
Christmas Eve and Christmas night.  As far as I 
am concerned it can all go away, but I do realize 
that Winter has just begun.

We offer our sympathy and prayers to the family 
of Edward Potthoff who passed away recently.  Ed 
was a longtime member of ATS Branch 2 and a 
member of the Siebenbuerger Singers.

On January 4, 2021, the Siebenbuerger Club will 
receive new virus restriction rules.  I do not know 
what they will be at this time.  We are still planning 
to hold a Branch 2 Meeting on Sunday, January 
17, 2021, at 2:30 P.M. at our Club.  This meeting 
will be very important as we will be discussing the 
future of Branch 2.  We are not collecting local 
dues of $6.00 for 2021.  We urge our members 
to attend this very important meeting.  For more 
information please call me at 814-864-6072. I 
hope to see you there.  

Hello everyone and welcome to the New Year!  
I’ll admit, 2020 was a very challenging year, but 
I am optimistic, and hope that many of you are 
as well at the thought of this pandemic becoming 
something we can all overcome very soon, es-
pecially with news of a vaccine just about on our 
doorstep. However, don’t let the upbeat attitude 
of this writing cause you to lessen the diligence 
of protecting yourself by continuing all the hand 
washing, face covering, and distancing habits 
you’ve formed for the last 8 to 10 months. 

To my knowledge, only a couple of members 
have tested positive and were sick for several 
weeks. Had they reported their condition to Vice 
President Jane Mowery upon their diagnosis, they 
could have been receiving sick benefi ts. After 

BRANCH 2, ERIE
By Tom Manning

asking this person why they didn’t 
report being ill, they responded 
by saying, “I wasn’t in the head-
space in the middle of COVID to 
go, Oh, I need to get on the sick 
list”. Now that they are well (which 
I’m delighted) they unfortunately 
cannot receive benefi ts because 
they are not retroactive.  As I’ve 
said so many times before in 
previous articles, your yearly dues 
are to help sustain this member 
benefi t which you should take 
full advantage of when the need 
arises. Again, you can reach VP 
Jane Mowery by calling (440) 246-
3004 or email Janie.e.mowery@
gmail.com to report your illness 
as soon as you are able. 

With all the necessary precau-
tions still in place, we are still 
planning to meet for our Branch 
5 January meeting unless bad 
weather conditions prevent us 
from gathering.  The meeting will 
be Monday, January 18, 2021 at 
the American Slovak Club starting 
at 7:00PM. Be sure to remember 
to bring your face covering. If 
you are a dues paying member, 
please come prepared to pay by 
either cash or check payable to: 
ATS Branch 5, Lorain, OH.. If you 
are not going to be attending, you 
can submit your dues by mailing 
your check to: Michael W. John-
son, 41868 Earlene Ct., Elyria, 
OH 44035. 

Since I did not get an article into 
the Volksblatt in December, I did 
want to take a moment to wish our 
members who celebrated birth-
days last month a Happy Birthday! 
Sisters Arlene Jones, Nancy Kran-
stuber, Suzanne Koepke, brother 
Daniel Paghi, and junior member 
Kyle Smith. Hope your day was a 
special one!

 Until next time, stay warm, and 
stay safe. 

BRANCH 5, LORAIN
By Michael Johnson
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DONATION FOR SCHLOSS HORNECK 

Name___________________________________
Address_________________________________
City________________State______
Zipcode____________

Amount Donated $__________________

Please indicate if donation is in memory 
or honor of someone

 __________________________________

Schloss Horneck needs OUR help!

Schloss Horneck located in Gundelsheim, Germany 
is the international location for our Siebenbürger Sach-
sens to house Sachsen artifacts, books and other his-
torical documents and records. It is important to our 
worldwide Sachsen community to help in the mainte-
nance expenses of this historical facility that will pre-
serve our Sachsen culture and heritage.

The Federation of Transylvanian Saxons requests 
donation to help in the funding of the facility.  If you are 
interested in giving a donation, please complete the 
form below and send to the ATS Home Office, 5393 
Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 44129.  

Please make your check payable to the ATS.

BRANCH 30, 
YOUNGSTOWN 

By Rosemarie Kascher

To all members near and 
far, the officers of Branch 30 
wish all of you good health 
and that you remain safe. 
May the New Year bring the 
best of good things to your 
future.

Due to the virus, the De-
cember meeting was can-
celled; The next meeting will 
be announced at a later date. 
Best wishes to each of you.

Update Your 
Personal 

Records and 
Family 

Protection
Address changes? 
Have you notified the 
ATS Home Office of 
your new address? 
Have your adult chil-
dren changed their 
addresses?
Beneficiary chang-
es? Was there a 
marriage, divorce, 
death, etc., in your 
family which would 
require you to make 
a change of ben-
eficiary on your Life 
Insurance or Annu-
ity Contracts? Take 
care of it right away! 
Senior citizens tend 
to neglect this, so re-
mind them!
Did the stork visit 
you recently? Did a 
new son or daughter 
arrive recently? Con-
gratulations! Don’t 
forget to make him/
her an ATS member 
by purchasing a Life 
Insurance or Annuity 
plan so the he/she 
can benefit from our 
fraternal programs.
Do you need more 
life insurance? Do 
you have enough life 
insurance protection 
for yourself and your 
family? Chances are 
you should have bet-
ter coverage! Call 
you Local ATS Dep-
uty.
How about an ATS 
Annuity or IRA 
Plan? Are you saving 
for your retirement 
needs? ATS Annu-
ity Plans offer you a 
safe way to increase 
and protect your sav-
ings while providing 
tax sheltered growth. 
Call you Local ATS 
Deputy and strength-
en your financial fu-
ture.

 
In most years, New Year 

messages wonder what we 
will remember about the old 
year. As far as 2020 goes, 
you have to ask: What won’t 
we remember?

A lot of it won’t be in the 
fond memory category.

But some of it will be.
In January 2020, did you 

think it would be possible 
that a woman would play in 
college football? No, but it 
happened to Sarah Fuller, a 
soccer player, who filled in 
when Vanderbilt University 
found it had no kickers due 
to COVID-19. Unfortunate-
ly, Vanderbilt never scored, 
so Sarah didn’t kick. But it 
was still extraordinary.

What we don’t know today 
is how 2020 changed us.

Will office work perma-
nently remain mostly re-

A note to 2020: What an unusual year

mote? 
Right now public school 

enrollments is falling about 
3 to 4 percent in favor of 
homeschooling and private 
schools. Will this change 
our whole society?

You might know that the 
company behind Lysol is 
making more disinfectant 
than ever before, with man-
ufacturing running 24 hours 
per day. Will our houses stay 
permanently disinfected?

Most of us aren’t sad to 
see 2020 go. But you have 
to admit, 2020 was unique. 
It will have an impact on the 
future.

So, let’s welcome 2021 
with relief, but also opti-
mism and hope. Stay flex-
ible, my friends. We are 
looking forward to a won-
derful 2021.



Saxon News VOLKSBLATT January 8, 2021 - 3

your relatives and friends to 
join the crowd at ATS.INVITE

CHURCHES

St. Peter’s 
German and Saxon
Lutheran Church
11423 Chicago Rd.

Warren, Michigan 48093
(586) 979-3850 

stpeters _church@sbcglobal.net
www.stpeterswarren.or

10:00 Bilingual Service 
Nursery

Coffee following service
Senior Circle

Sunday School
Church Choir

Bell Choir

St. John’s Lutheran Church
1000 Ford Road

Highland Hts., Ohio
(440)  449-1334

Rev. Barbara Holzhauser
Pastor

        10:00   Worship Service

We remember our Sisters 
and Brothers who have 
departed this life in recent 
days. Our sincere sympathy 
is extended to the members 
of the bereaved families.      

Winterzeit damals und jetzt

Grosse Schneefl ocken rieseln vom Himmel
Tanzen wie Schmetterlinge im Wind
Viele Erinnerungen werden lebendig
Schön war die Winterzeit als ich ein Kind.

Heut sitze ich murmelnd im Lehnstuhl am Fenster
Schaue mit schüttelndem Kopfe bloß zu
Wie die Enkelkinder den Flocken nachlaufen
In Sommerkleidung und nur Flip-Flapp Schuh’.

Wollte schon klopfen , da mahnte Erinnerung
Dass ich als Kind auch oft wild und verrückt
Deswegen gab man daheim mir den Nenner
„Hansi der wilde“, nicht Hansi im Glück.

Auch in dem Lauf meiner Jugendjahre
Machten mir Rodeln und Schifahren Spaß
Oftmals betrat ich d as Haus halb erfroren,
Mit steifen Haxen und Eiszapfen Nas’.

Drum liebe Eltern, klopft nicht gleich ans Fenster
Blickt mal in eureVergangenheit ein
Wahrlich, die Sand-Uhr sie hat kein Erbarmen
Der Zahn der Zeit holt ja alle, mal ein.

John Schobel
3. Dezember 2019

Cleveland Br. 1 

James R. Dundon
Age 93

Died: November 25, 2020
Branch 30, Youngstown, OH

Edward C. Potthoff
Age 96

Died: December 12, 2020
Branch 2, Erie, PA

Edward K. Lepkowski
Age 84

Died: December 19, 2020
Branch 2, Erie, PA

Maria Binder
Age 99

Died: December 19, 2020
Branch 4, Cleveland, OH

Betty J. Garhammer
Age 83

Died: December 20, 2020
Branch 30, Youngstown, OH

Marlene J. Taibl
Age 88

Died: December 22, 2020
Branch 9, Chicago, IL

Franziska Handwerk
Age 88

Died: December 22, 2020
Branch 10, Columbus, OH

Michael Thellmann
Age 85

Died: December 22, 2020
Branch 33, Cleveland, OH

Evelyn Roth
Age 96

Died: December 24, 2020
Branch 10, Columbus, OH

Kathleen A. Bartha
Age 77

Died: December 24, 2020
Branch 18, Salem, OH

Katherine G. Bender
Age 95

Died: December 27, 2020
Branch 27, New Castle, PA 

If you like to sleep warm 
and cozy, microfi ber sheets 
might be a delightfully less 
expensive option, but sleep-
er beware.

Here’s a rule of thumb: If 
you love high thread-count 
cotton, you might hesitate 
to buy microfi ber. Your 
opinions may well vary, 
but here’s the reason for the 
rule.

As the name suggests, mi-
crofi ber sheets are not made 
with anything that grows 
on the earth. These are ma-
chine-made fi bers such as 
polyester and polyamides, 
according to bewinner.com.

The best of the microfi bers 
will be lightweight and soft. 
But to people used to the 
softness of cotton, or those 
with sensitive skin, microfi -
bers can feel irritating.

But there’s one huge dif-
ference between cotton and 
microfi ber: A high-quality 
set of Egyptian cotton sheets 
costs $350. A high quality 
microfi ber sheet set costs: 
$50 to $60.

For this price, microfi ber 
sheets sleep warmer and re-
sist stains, except for oils. 

Microfi ber sheets: To buy or not to buy

They come out of the dryer 
wrinkle-free. Since micro-
fi bers are easy to dye, they 
come in lots of colors. They 
don’t fade, or pill.

How to buy
If you want to try some, 

look carefully at the adver-
tisement. One typical brand 
advertises “Brushed Micro-
fi ber 1800 Bedding.”

That 1800 is NOT thread 
count. It is just a name meant 
to suggest thread count.

Microfi ber sheets are not 
measured in  thread count. 
The thickness is measured 
in grams per square meter 
(GSM). A GSM of 90 and 

below is generally a low-
quality sheet and it can and 
will easily tear. A 100 GSM 
sheet is considered high 
quality and won’t even cost 
much more.

Look for a brushed fi n-
ish, which creates softness. 
Double brushed means that 
both sides are brushed, and 
this is important. If it is only 
brushed on one side, the 
unbrushed side may be un-
comfortable.

A fi tted sheet pocket is 
crucial for proper fi t. Look 
for at least 15 inches, but if 
your mattress is thick, go 
for 22 inches.

Happy lights take 
the gloom out of 

winter
 With short days and few-
er options to socialize this 
winter, more people than 
ever may fi nd themselves 
in need of a boost to help 
with lagging energy or even 
depression during the dark 
months.

Many people swear by their 
“happy lights,” a whimsical 
term for light therapy. Used 
as a way to treat seasonal af-
fective disorder (SAD) and 
other conditions, light ther-
apy involves sitting near a 
device called a light thera-
py box for a period of time 
each day. It’s also known as 
bright light therapy or pho-
totherapy

The light therapy box 
gives off a bright light that 
mimics sunshine. The Mayo 
Clinic says it is thought to 
affect brain chemicals linked 
to mood and sleep. The box-
es may ease SAD symptoms 
and help with other types of 
depression, sleep disorders, 
and other conditions like jet 
lag or dementia.

A few studies have dem-
onstrated benefi ts for se-
niors whose sleep patterns 
have become disrupted and 
in seniors who were diag-
nosed with depression.  

Light therapy boxes 
should fi lter out UV light, 
so look for one that emits as 
little as possible. They are 
available in a variety of in-
tensities, measured in units 
called lux. During a light 
therapy session, you sit 
or work near the light box 
placed 16 to 24 inches away 
for about 20 to 30 minutes a 
day. Most people use them 
shortly after getting up in 
the morning.

The Mayo Clinic recom-
mends talking with your 
doctor before using one and 
specifi cally recommends 
that those diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder consult a 
physician fi rst, as a light 
box may trigger mania in 
these patients.
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FRATERNAL CALENDAR

It’s never too early to start 
saving for your retirement years

The Alliance of Transylvanian Sax-
ons is looking for members to share 
their family’s personal story of life 
in Transylvania and their journey to 
America.

The ATS is hoping to gather enough stories that we can 
publish a book that will be valuable to future generations 
on learning from personal memoirs on how our Saxons 
lived in Transylvania and their travels from their home-
land.
Individuals submitting their stories can also include pho-
tos.
Submit your story to the ATS Home Office, 5393 Pearl 
Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44129.  Include your full name, 
phone number, email and local Branch No. 
We hope that we can collect enough stories within the 
year that we can publish a book of Transylvanian Saxon 
Memoirs.

NATIONAL EVENTS

 March 7, 2021
  TSBA Spring Tournamant
  Host Youngstown Bowlers
 July 9-11, 2021
  North American Saxon Heimattag
  Host: Salem Saxon Club

A reminder that our next 
meeting will be via Zoom 
on Wednesday, January 13, 
2021 at 7:30 p.m.   We will 
have installation of Branch 
officers, but you’ll have to 
bring your own sauerkraut 
and sausage sandwiches 
(a Branch 33 tradition for 
January).                    

Around Thanksgiving 
many radio channels started 
playing Christmas songs, 
and yes by Christmas 
Day  we’re probably tired of 
them; the same ones over 
and over.  But some songs 
no matter how many times I 
hear them, bring up memo-
ries, resonate and literally 
give me goosebumps.   

This year it has been 
harder to get into the spir-
it of Christmas.  Holiday 
shopping done online. 
Family time on computer 
or phone.  No Christmas 
parties. And I shouldn’t get 
into how busy the hospital 
has been, because you all 
see it on the news, day and 
night. Yes, I am tired.   Bah, 
Humbug.   Not only is it 
cold outside, There is Covid 
outside.  It is a constant 
worry.  But just as the winter 
Solstice happens, the dark-
est time of year, Christmas 
does arrive with its lights 

BRANCH 33, CLEVELAND EAST
By Arline Krestel-Suts

and white snow, something 
familiar in this year of “un-
precedented novelties”.  

A celebration, our Savior 
is born, bringing Hope and a 
light into the darkness. Yes, 
the days will start getting 
longer, and soon warmer as 
well.  And with the new year 
we have hope that the dark-
ness and sadness and sick-
ness and isolation caused 
by the pandemic will also be 
ending.   I want to share with 
you some words of a John 
Lennon song 
 “... And so this is Christmas
I hope you have fun 
The near and the dear ones 
The old and the young
A very merry Christmas  
And a happy New Year 
Let’s hope it’s a good one  
Without any fears.....”

There are many who 
have been, or are current-
ly,  ill,  hospitalized or isolated 
at a facility, or at home.   The 
prayers of your Fraternal 
Brothers and Sisters are 
with you.  Unfortunately, 
new in Hospice care is Mike 
Thellmann, and I ask that you 
keep him and his wife Maria 
and family in your thoughts.   
And to Branch 33 and all ATS 
members, 

I wish you peace, goodwill, 
and hope for a better Year!   

The urge for self-improve-
ment is strong at the start of 
a new year. It’s a time for 
looking back to see what 
kind of person we have 
been, and a time for look-
ing forward and visualizing 
ourselves as the person we 
want to be. 

Here we come to a big 
question: Is the urge for 
change more powerful than 
the drive to revert to what is 
comfortable to you? At first, 
change seems manageable, 
but as time goes on, we may 
tire like a runner in a long 
race. Then, as difficulties 

them. If you want to lose 
weight, for example, decide 
to skip the ice cream and 
have a low-calorie popsicle 
instead. Tell friends you are 
not eating rich desserts so 
they won’t tempt you.

• Think about profession-
al help. Medical assistance 
could be valuable in stop-
ping an addictive habit.

• Maintain your focus 
and monitor your progress. 
Keep a notebook and record 
how often the behavior you 
want to change occurs, who 
you were with and how you 
felt. You’ll see a pattern that 
could be avoided in the fu-
ture.

• If you break a resolution, 
don’t give up on the effort. 
See it as an opportunity for 
self-understanding. Treat 
yourself kindly.

New Year’s resolutions 
are supposed to make you 
feel good about yourself. If 
not keeping them makes you 
think badly about yourself, 
they aren’t worth the effort. 
Work at it, but lighten up 
and feel good.

New Year’s Resolutions: How to put change ahead of comfort

of our daily lives surround 
us, returning to our comfort 
zones could seem more im-
portant than making chang-
es.

Keep these points in mind 
when making resolutions:

• When one resolution 
involves an important life-
style change, don’t make 
any others. If you want to 
quit smoking, lose weight, 
and learn a foreign lan-
guage, you won’t be able to 
do all three things at once.

• Study the obstacles to 
your resolution and de-
termine ways to deal with 
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Prinz Charles, ein Freund der Wusch

Die Schmalspurbahn durch das Harbachtal hat einen pro-
minenten Freund: Anfang November schrieb der britische 
Thronfolger Prinz Charles einen Brief an die Freiwilligen, 
die sich für die Reaktivierung der „Wusch“ einsetzen. Er 
spricht darin seine höchste Anerkennung für die bisher 
geleistete Arbeit aus. Die Teilstrecke von Harbachsdorf 
(Cornăţel) nach Holzmengen ist seit einigen Jahren wieder 
betriebsbereit.

Im September 2020 dampfte es wieder auf der Wusch, hier 
ein Zug mit der Kirchenburg von Holzmengen. Bei sei-
nem nächsten Rumänienbesuch möchte der britische Prinz 
Charles mit der Wusch durch das Harbachtal fahren. Foto: 
Radu Tompa/APM

Der Prinz bringt in dem 
Schreiben an die weiteren 
Freunde der Schmalspur-
bahn Hermannstadt – Ag-
netheln seinen Wunsch zum 
Ausdruck, möglichst bald 
selbst wieder nach Rumä-
nien zu reisen und dann mit 
der Wusch fahren zu wol-
len. Charles vergleicht das 
Projekt im Harbachtal mit 
Museumsbahnen in Groß-
britannien, die er besuchen 
konnte, und unterstreicht 
die Chancen, die gerade für 
ländliche Gegenden und 
Gesellschaften in derartigen 
regionalen Initiativen liegen 
können. Schon länger gilt 
Charles als ein Freund Sie-
benbürgens.

Der Verein der Freunde der 
Schmalspurbahn (Asociaţia 
Prietenii Mocăniţei – kurz 
APM) hat sich über das ro-
yale Schreiben jedenfalls 
sehr gefreut. Charles’ Aner-
kennung krönt (im wahrsten 
Sinne des Wortes) das Jahr 
2020, das trotz aller Schwie-
rigkeiten durch die Corona-
Pandemie ein durchweg gu-
tes Jahr für die Wusch war 
(diese Zeitung berichtete).

Im September fuhren nach 

längerer Pause endlich wie-
der Züge mit einer Dampflok 
durch das Harbachtal. Rund 
1800 Fahrgäste beförder-
te die Bahn zwischen Har-
bachsdorf und Holzmengen 
an zwei Wochenenden. Das 
waren zwar im Durchschnitt 
weniger Besucherinnen und 
Besucher als bei vorheri-
gen Sonderfahrten, doch in 
Anbetracht der allgegen-
wärtigen Lage war dies na-
türlich kaum überraschend. 
Ein Hygienekonzept mit 
regelmäßigem Desinfizie-
ren der Wagen ermöglichte 
überhaupt erst diese Son-
derfahrten. Auch wenn das 
Lächeln der Fahrgäste so-
mit hinter Masken versteckt 
bleiben musste, so weckte 
die Wiederaufnahme des 
Betriebs die Hoffnung auf 
baldige weitere Fahrten der 
Schmalspurbahn: Hoffent-
lich dampft es 2021 wieder 
auf der Wusch, hoffentlich 
unter angenehmeren Be-
dingungen – und vielleicht 
sogar mit Besuch von Prinz 
Charles.

Julian Nolte
SBZ Online 

29. Dezember 2020

Weniger bekannt ist der 
Schöpfer des Liedtextes, 
Maximilian Leopold Molt-
ke (1819-1894). 1819 in 
Küstrin (heute Polen) gebo-
ren, verlor er schon im Kin-
desalter seinen Vater und 
musste so seinem Wunsch, 

Siwweberjelied: Siebenbürgenlied erscheint 2020 erstmals in siebenbürgisch-sächsischer Mundart
Siebenbürgen, Land des Segens …“ – Wenn dieses Lied 
erklingt, horchen wir Siebenbürger Sachsen auf. Und wir 
singen es mit Begeisterung und Liebe, wo immer sich die 
Gelegenheit dazu bietet. Denn es spricht aus, was wir tief im 
Herzen empfinden, es ist unser Heimatlied geworden. Die 
Melodie dazu schuf der in Heldsdorf geborene Stadtkantor 
von Kronstadt, Johann Lukas Hedwig (1802-1849) im Jahr 
1845 für einen Jubiläumstext des Hirscher-Hauses.

Theologie zu studieren, ent-
sagen. Er wurde Buchhänd-
ler und kam über Budapest 
1841 nach Kronstadt, wo er 
in die Nemethische Buch-
handlung eintrat und deren 
Geschäftsführer wurde. Der 
literarisch begabte Molt-

ke wirkte als Redakteur des 
Siebenbürger Wochenblattes, 
das in Kronstädter Zeitung 
umbenannt wurde, als er de-
ren Schriftleitung übernahm. 
Dank seiner Gabe, idealen 
Gedanken und Gefühlen schö-
nen Ausdruck zu verleihen, 
entstanden das „Siebenbürger 
Volkslied“ (27. Mai 1846), das 
Hedwig als Siebenbürgenlied 
vertonte, und das „Volksge-
bet“ (es beginnt mit dem Vers 
„Schütze, Gott, dein Volk der 
Sachsen“), für das er auch die 
Melodie schuf.

Moltke heiratete eine 
Kronstädterin und wäre ver-
mutlich in Kronstadt oder 
überhaupt in Siebenbürgen 
geblieben, wenn die bürgerli-
che Revolution von 1848/49 
nicht ausgebrochen wäre. Als 
Idealist und gutgläubig, wie 
er war, schloss er sich dem 
ungarischen Revolutionsheer 
an, das in Siebenbürgen unter 
dem polnischen General Bem 
kämpfte. Er glaubte, dadurch 
für die Sache der Freiheit, ge-
gen den habsburgischen Des-
potismus und für mehr Rech-
te der Siebenbürger Sachsen 
kämpfen zu können. Nach 

anfänglichen Erfolgen 
drang aber durch, dass 
die ungarischen Revolu-
tionäre die zu erkämpfen-
den Rechte nur für sich 
in Anspruch nehmen und 
die mitwohnenden Volks-
gruppen weiter unterdrü-
cken wollten. So war es 
verständlich, dass sich 
sowohl die Siebenbür-
ger Sachsen als auch die 
Siebenbürger Rumänen 
auf die Seite Österreichs 
stellten. Österreich rief 
zur Niederschlagung der 
Revolution das verbünde-
te zaristische Russland zu 
Hilfe und so kamen rus-
sische Truppen nach Sie-
benbürgen. Moltke geriet 
in russische Gefangen-
schaft, die Russen über-
stellten ihn aber den Ös-
terreichern. Zweieinhalb 
Jahre wurde er in Triest 
festgehalten, wohin ihm 
seine Frau Luise folgte. 
Auf Anforderung Preu-
ßens wurde er schließlich 
nach Berlin entlassen, von 
wo er 1864 nach Leipzig 
übersiedelte. Nach Sie-
benbürgen ist Moltke 

zwar nicht mehr zurückge-
kehrt, die Verbindung zu 
den ihm so lieb gewordenen 
Siebenbürger Sachsen hat er 
aber bis an sein Lebensende 
bewahrt.

Mitte des 19. Jahrhun-
derts, als Moltke das Sie-
benbürgenlied dichtete, war 
die sächsische Mundart in 
Siebenbürgen allgemeine 
Verkehrssprache. Die Pfar-
rer predigten von den Kan-
zeln auf Sächsisch und die 
Kronstädter Zeitung wurde 
sächsisch gelesen. Erst nach 
der durch Stephan Ludwig 
Roth initiierten Ansiedlung 
von mehreren Württember-
ger Schwaben in einigen sie-
benbürgischen Ortschaften 
begannen die Pfarrer in die-
sen Orten auch auf Deutsch 
zu predigen. Allerdings wur-
den die von Bischof Georg 
Paul Binder im Dezember 
1848 erlassene Verordnung, 
in Kirche und Schule statt 
des Sächsischen einheitlich 
die deutsche Sprache zu 
gebrauchen, sowie spätere 
Verfügungen von Bischof 
Georg Daniel Teutsch vor 

Fortsetzung auf Seite 6
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allem im ländlichen Raum 
nur zögerlich umgesetzt, so 
dass bis Ende des 19. Jahr-
hunderts aus Schulbüchern 
und Bibel gelegentlich noch 
in Mundart gelesen wurde.

In diesem Kontext ist 
der Wunsch, unser Sieben-
bürgenlied auch einmal in 
siebenbürgisch-sächsischer 
Mundart zu hören und zu 
singen, vielleicht nicht na-
heliegend, aber durchaus 
verständlich.

Neben Hedwigs Original-
satz für Männerchor wurden 
im Laufe der Zeit weitere 
Tonsätze geschaffen, wo-
bei für alle Sätze immer der 
gleiche hochdeutsche Text 
verwendet wurde. Diese 
Sätze wurden von Annelie-
se Barthmes, Erich Bergel, 
Heinrich Bretz und Norbert 
Petri geschrieben.

2002, anlässlich des 200. 
Geburtstages des Kompo-
nisten Hedwig, ließ die Hei-
matgemeinschaft Heldsdorf 
das Siebenbürgenlied von 
Dan Dănilă ins Rumänische 
übersetzen. Den Tonsatz 
dazu lieferte Sergiu Eremia, 
ein Heldsdorfer Militärmu-
siker.

Erst 2020, also 174 Jahre 
nach seiner Entstehung, hat 
der Heldsdörfer Mundart-
dichter Hans Otto Tittes den 
Text der drei üblicherwei-
se gesungenen Strophen in 
seinen Heimatdialekt über-
tragen (meistens werden 
nur die Strophen 1, 2 und 7 

Siwweberjelied Fortsetzung von Seite 5

des Siebenbürgenlieds ge-
sungen). Jede Übertragung 
kann nur sinngemäß ge-
schehen, denn das Lied ist 
nur dann singbar, wenn der 
Rhythmus der Textsilben 
und jener der Noten zuein-
ander passen.

Danach hat Rosemarie 
Chrestels die sieben Stro-
phen in die Stadtmundart 
Hermannstädter Prägung, 
also in eine neutralere Va-
riante, übertragen, da we-
der ihre Neustädter noch 
eine andere Dorfmundart 
allgemein verständlich wä-
ren. Der Text folgt der Eif-
ler und anderen Regeln der 
Mundartschreibung, wie sie 
bei der Liedersammlung „E 
Liedchen hälft ängden“ an-
gewandt wurden. Frieder 
Latzina hat die siebenbür-
gisch-sächsische Fassung 
des Siebenbürgenlieds in 
seinem Musiknotenverlag 
in Karlsruhe herausgegeben 
und sie freundlicherweise 
zur Veröffentlichung in der 
Siebenbürgischen Zeitung 
und in den Heimatblättern 
freigegeben.

Die sächsische Varian-
te des Siebenbürgenlieds 
entstand leider erst in einer 
Zeit, in der unsere Mundart 
von immer weniger Perso-
nen gesprochen und gesun-
gen wird und damit in ihrer 
Existenz bedroht ist.

Karl-Heinz Brenndörfer
SBZ Online

27. Dezember 2020

The people who heard 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
speak in person, or live on 
the television or radio--
those people have grown 
old.

Is time that those old 
people ask the young: Have 
you heard his speech? Have 
you read about Martin Lu-
ther King’s dream? Did 
you read his Mountaintop 
speech?

Any of King’s speeches 
evoke spirit and truth, but 
one speech shines out for its 
hopeful and, in retrospect, 
its chilling words.

That is the Mountaintop 
speech, given April 3, 1968, 
at the Church of Christ in 
Memphis, Tenn.

In this speech, King mused 
that if given any time in his-
tory, he would have chosen 
that moment, that very day 
above all others. He spoke 
about the great and pivotal 
hour for the country and the 
world as all confronted in-
justice.

Then, he remembers his 
brush with death years be-
fore when he was stabbed 
and how close he came to 
missing that day.

And then he proclaims 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: 
Those who knew him grow old; the promise lives

that he has seen the Prom-
ised Land:

“We’ve got some diffi-
cult days ahead. But it re-
ally doesn’t matter with me 
now, because I’ve been to 
the mountaintop...Like any-
body, I would like to live 
a long life. Longevity has 
its place. But I’m not con-
cerned about that now. I just 
want to do God’s will. And 
he’s allowed me to go up 
to the mountain. And I’ve 
looked over. And I’ve seen 
the Promised Land.  I may 
not get there with you. But 
I want you to know tonight, 
that we, as a people, will get 
to the Promised Land!”

The next day, on April 4, 
1968, King was assassinat-

ed. 
King’s words, later re-

called, send a shiver through 
hearts and minds. Those 
words are worth recalling 
even 53 years later, that 
one was led by God to the 
mountaintop and he saw the 
promised future of his peo-
ple fulfilled.

January Sudku
How to solve sudoku puzzles
No math is required to solve a sudoku. You only need logic 
and patience.
Simply make sure that each 3x3 square region has only 
one instance of the numbers 1-9.  Similarly, each number 
can only appear once in a column or row in the larger grid. 
The difficulty on this puzzle is easy.
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ATS BRANCH DIRECTORY

Cleveland, OH Br. 1
Mtg. 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.     
Sachsenheim 
7001 Denison Ave
Cleveland OH 44102
(216) 651-0888
PRES: Robert M. Hanek
22677Peachtree Ln 
Rocky River OH 44116
(216) 385-9932
 rhanek8@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Robert Cunningham III
9005 Memphis Villas
Brooklyn OH 44144
(216) 398-7520   
rbcunningham@roadrunner.com
ATS SEC’Y. R.Cunningham 
LOCAL DUES to R. Cunningham

Erie, PA Br. 2
Mtg. 3rd Sunday, 2:30 p.m.    
Siebenbürger Hall 
2114 French St. Erie PA
(814) 452-4712
PRES. Thomas J. Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072   
ettmann1@neo.rr.com
SEC’Y. Liz Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072  
ettmann1@neo.rr.com
ATS SEC’Y Liz Manning
Same address as above
LOCAL DUES to Liz Manning
3909 Schaper Ave #203 
Erie PA 16508
(814) 864-6072   

Alliance, OH Br. 3
Mtg. 3rd. Wed.- 6:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 166
141 W Main St Alliance OH
PRESIDENT John H. Aeling
15590 Georgetown St. NE 
Minerva, 44657 
(330) 862-3706 
JDAll852@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Matt Aeling
909 E Broad St 
Louisville OH 44641
(330) 205-2586 
maeling1@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y.  Denise Aeling Crawford
5934 Stumph Rd # 416
Parma OH 44130
(330) 257-0267 
dcrawfordcpa@outlook.com
SICK NOTICES  & LOCAL DUES to 
John Aeling
Address shown as President

Cleveland, OH Br. 4
Mtg. 3rd. Mon. 7:00 p.m.    
Sachsenheim 7001 Denison Ave.
(216) 651-0888
PRES. Monica M. Weber
(440) 356-5936
SEC’Y. Joan A. Miller-Malue
17105 Hilliard Rd.
Lakewood OH 44107
(216) 233-8631   
miller-malue@cox.net
ATS SEC’Y Donna Jankow
7663 Ragall Pkwy 
Middleburg Hts OH 44130
(440) 826-0773
SICK NOTICES to 
Joan A. Miller-Malue 
Address as above
LOCAL DUES to 
Donna Jankow Address as above

Lorain, OH Br. 5
Mtg. 3rd Monday of month 7:00 p.m. 
American Slovak Club 
2915 Broadway, Lorain
PRES. Monica Gilles
3520 Beavercrest Dr. #107 
Lorain OH 44053
(440) 309-7894 
gillemo76@hotmail.com
SEC’Y. Brian Gilles
244 Ashwood Dr.
 Avon Lake OH 44012
(440) 315-5214 
bgilles74@yahoo.com
ATS SEC’Y. Ginger Romes
1507 West 39th St
Lorain OH 44053  (440) 989-8424
dgromes@roadrunner.com

Lorain Br. 5 cont’d 
SICK NOTICES to Jane Mowery
3600 Jaeger Dr Unit 3101
Lorain OH 44053 (440) 246-3004       
janie.e.mowery@gmail.com
LOCAL DUES to Michael W. Johnson
41868 Earlene Ct, Elyria OH 44035
(440) 324-2534   mikjo79@gmail.com

Farrell, PA Br. 7
Mtg. 3rd Tuesday 5:30 p.m.  
Farrell Lions Den  
810 Lions Club Lane Farrell PA
(724) 981-7130
PRES. Karen Zaborowski
1714 Shady Dr Farrell PA 16121       
(724) 346-0373
SEC’Y. Betty Holmes
409 Patt Dr. Farrell PA 16121
(724) 981-7130
ATS SEC’Y. Bonnie Gregorich
55 Oak Tree Ct 
West Middlesex PA 16159
(724) 528-0309
SICK NOTICES to Karen Zaborowski
LOCAL DUES to Kathy Schuller
PO Box 834 Andover OH 44003
(440) 293-6973

Alliance, OH Br. 8
Mgt. 3rd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 166
141 W Main St Alliance OH
PRES. Helen E. Aeling
15354 Georgetown St. NE 
Minerva 44657 
(330) 862-2563    HHA658@aol.com
SEC’Y. Lesley Reed
611 N. Market St Minerva OH 44657
(330) 868-3816
ATS SEC’Y. Denise Crawford
5934 Stumph Rd Apt 416 
Parma OH 44130
(330) 257-0267 dcrawfordcpa@outlook.com
SICK NOTICES to Phyllis Biggs
1690 S Freedom 
Alliance OH 44601
(330) 823-0681
LOCAL DUES to: Lesley Reed
Same address as above

Chicago, IL Br. 9
Mtg. 1st Mon. 8:00 p.m. 
DANK Haus 
4740 N. Western (2nd floor) Chicago
PRES. Diethild Thut
923 E Slayton Dr    
Palatine IL  60074    
(847) 934-6308  
dedethut11@yahoo.com
SEC’Y. Elfi Sanderson
1425 London Lane 
Glenview IL 60025    
(847) 998-0939 
elfisanderson@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y: Claudia Schmidt
8550 Niles Center Rd Skokie IL 60077
(847) 899-8663 
brasov95@hotmail.com
LOCAL DUES AND SICK NOTICES TO: 
Claudia Schmidt
Address as shown above

Columbus, OH Br. 10
Mtg. 3rd Mon. 1:00 p.m. all months
Hickory House, 
550 Officecenter Place Gahanna OH
PRES. Mike Roth
8063 Ivory Gull Cir
Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 834-2277 rothpmr@aol.com
SEC’Y.  Marlene Mueller
310 Jericho Rd Apt 224
Pickerington OH 43147-1459
(614) 834-1060
ATS SEC’Y.  P. Michael Roth
8063 Ivory Gull Cir  Pickerington OH 43147
(614) 216-0008
LOCAL DUES and Sick Notices to 
Don Blum
6436 Lakeview Cir 
Canal Winchester OH 43110
(614) 837-1915  
donaldcblum@prodigy.net

Canton, OH Br. 14
Mtg. 2nd Sunday 
Location varies
PRES. Thomas J. Rowinsky
1656 Dunkeith Dr NW, Canton, 44708
(330) 478-9333  
ATS SECRETARY: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St NE
Minerva OH 44657
(330) 862-2563 HH658@aol.com
SICK NOTICES  to  
Thomas Rowinsky
Address as shown above
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Merrillville, IN Br. 26 cont’d
SEC’Y.Jeff Szostek
1652 West 97th Ave 
Crown Point IN 46307
(219) 313-7854    szozja1652@gmail.
com
ATS SEC’Y. Randall Floyd
Address and phone as shown above
LOCAL DUES to Zita Palyok
724 E. 25th Pl, Lake Station IN 46405
(219) 962-7345  randz724@comcast.net
Sick Notices to Jeffrey Szostek
1652 West 97th Ave  Crown Point IN 46307
(219) 313-7854  219szos@gmail.com
 
New Castle, PA Br. 27
Mtg. 1st Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Eintracht Hall 
108 Taylor St., 16101
(724) 652-7221
PRES. Marie Benedict
PO Box 25  Edinburg, 16116
(724) 667-7395  
SEC’Y. Dolores Both
1527 Harlansburg Rd New Castle 
16101
(724) 658-7407  doloresboth@verizon.net
ATS SEC’Y. Judy Both
1512 Drespling Ln New Castle 16101
(724) 654-0573
LOCAL DUES to 
Gertrude Tizak  241 Cambridge St. #401  
N.Castle, 16105    (724) 652-1867
Tizakg@yahoo.com
SICK NOTICES to Marie Benedict

Monaca, PA Br. 29
Mtg. 2nd Sunday 6 p.m.
Saxon Club 112 Simes St
PRES. Richard Liller 
150 Sunridge Dr.
Freedom, PA 15042
(724) 869-0261
SEC’Y Lauren Freshkorn
1298 Wagner Ave Monaca PA 15061
(724) 462-0046
ATS SEC’Y. Terri L. Munroe
8101 Revere Pl  Aliquippa PA 15001-9533
(724) 544-0457
 enchantra220@yahoo.com

Youngstown, OH Br. 30
Mtg. 2nd. Sun. 2:00 p.m.
Saxon Club 710 S. Meridian 
Youngstown OH 44509 
(330) 792-7973
PRES.Robert Bachinger
5268 N. Beacon Dr.
Youngstown, OH 44515
(330) 792-5177
bman1017@gmail.com
SEC’Y Fran Hinerman
281 Forest Hill Dr.
Youngstown, OH 44515
ATS SEC’Y Julaine Gilmartin
4173 Timberland Trail
Canfield, OH 44406
(330) 799-5171
Local Dues Donald Hoelzel
695 E. Western Reserve Rd. Unit 2601
Poland, OH 44514
(330) 953-2856

Canton, OH Br. 17
Mtg. 2nd Sunday  Location varies
PRES. Mary Rowinsky
1656 Dunkeith Dr. NW, Canton 44708
(330) 478-9333
SEC’Y. Mary Rowinsky
Samme adress as President
ATS SECRETARY: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St NE
Minerva OH 44657
(330) 862-2563 HH658@aol.com
SICK NOTICES to Mary Rowinsky-
LOCAL DUES to: Rosanne Miller
5186 Everhard Rd NW Apt 7
Canton OH 44718 
(330) 933-4584

Salem, OH Br. 18
Mtg. 2nd Mon. 7:00 p.m. 
Saxon Club 1980 St. Rt. 9 Salem, 
44460  (330) 222-1770
PRES. Marilyn McNutt
1721 State Route 9 Salem 44460
(330) 337-8940
SEC’Y. / ATS SECRETARY
Barbara Spack
1389 Brookview Dr Salem, 44460
(330) 337-7487   babrayn@sbcglobal.net
SICK NOTICES 
to Theresa Spack
384 W Pershing
Salem OH 44460 (330) 831-4119
LOCAL DUES TO: Helen Aeling
15354 Georgetown St. NE Minerva 
44657 
(330) 862-2563    HHA658@aol.com

Salem, OH Br. 19
Mtg. 1st Mon. 7:30 p.m.
Saxon Club 1980 Newgarden Rd
Salem OH 44460  (330) 222-1770    
PRES. George R. Spack
1372 W State St Salem OH 44460
(330) 332-1442
SEC’Y. Robert P. Vogt, Sr.
973 Sunset Blvd. Salem, 44460
(330) 881-3346   mvcobra27@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y Glenn Spack
943 Stewart Rd Salem OH 44460
(330) 337-7575
SICK NOTICES to Glenn T. Spack
address above
 LOCAL DUES to Richard Vogt, Sr.
c/o Salem Saxon Club
1980 Newgarden Rd, Salem, 44460 
(330) 222-1770     

New Castle, PA Br. 25
Mtg. 2nd Thursday 8:00 p.m.
Eintracht Hall 108 Taylor St., 
New Castle PA 16101 
(724) 652-7221
PRES. Detlif Seeger
116 Seneca Way New Castle 16101
(724) 923-9447
SEC’Y. Jake Holzhauser
592 Glass Rd New Castle 16101
(724) 971-1260
holzhauserjeh@gmail.com
ATS SEC’Y: Joshua Stelle
104 Ludwig Rd New Castle PA 16105
(724) 699-3039
Local Dues and Sick Notices to
Doug Schafer
113 Okinawa Dr New Castle 16105
(724) 944-6199

Merrillville, IN Br. 26
Meeting first Sunday at 2 p.m.
Slovak Club - 6920 Broadway
(219) 756-5101
PRES. Randall Floyd
1806 E. 73rd Ave. Merrillville, 46410
(219) 798-6908 
 rfloyd1066@msn.com

Ellwood City, PA Br. 32
Mtg. 2nd. Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Saxon Club 901 Millview St.
(724) 758-3268
PRES. Laura Goehring
113 Mahony Ave Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 971-2040
SEC’Y Docia Jacobs
130 Belton Rd Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 758-8486
ATS SEC’Y Lori Berendt
2260 Cherry Hill Rd Ellwood City 
16117
(724) 714-1217
SICK NOTICES to: Joan Evans
197 Portersville Rd Apt 3
Ellwood City PA 16117  (724) 752-
1109

Cleveland, OH Br. 33
Mtg. 2nd. Weds. 7:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
1000 Ford Rd  Highland Heights OH
PRES. Ema Litschel
8050 Conestoga Trail Concord, 
44060   (440) 358-1184
SEC’Y.  Arline Suts
413 Downing Dr Chardon OH 44024
(440) 285-9498 
asuts@windstream.net
ATS SEC’Y. Karyn Schmidt
4979 Anderson Rd 
Lyndhurst OH 44124
(216) 382-7397
SICK NOTICES to Arline Suts
Address and phone as above
LOCAL DUES to Michael Bretz
388 East 317th St. 
Willowick OH 44095
440-943-4543    meb3172@att.net

Detroit, MI Br. 37
Mtg. 1st. Sun. 12:30 p.m.
St. Peters Lutheran Church
11423 Chicago Rd. Warren, MI
(586) 978-3850
PRES. Susanna Fleischer
11060 Furbush Rd. Holly MI 48442
(810) 694-1860 
beetlebugsue7@peoplepc.com 
SEC’Y. Janet Nelson
128 Ottowa Dr. Troy MI 48085
(248) 879-3213
 janetreadnelson@gmail.com
ACTING ATS SEC’Y. 
Susanna Fleischer 
Address as above
LOCAL DUES to Ingrid Weihs-Ferguson
11711 Lancer Dr Sterling Hts MI 48313
iwferguson@aol.com
  
Ellwood City, PA Br. 45
Mtg. 2nd. Sun. 7:30 p.m. 
Saxon Club  901 Millview Ave. 
(724) 758-3268
PRES. Tim Hardy
919 Aiken Ave Ellwood City 16117
(724) 679-2122
SEC’Y. Jamie Miller
114 Rustic Park Rd 
Ellwood City PA 16117
(724) 601-4181
ATS SEC’Y. Lori Biddle-Berendt
5412 Fifth Ave Koppel PA 16136
(724) 900-2616
LOCAL DUES TO: 
Ellwood City Saxon Club
PO Box 161, Ellwood City 16117
SICK NOTICES TO: 
Mike Bieselt
106 Fairview Dr Ellwood City PA 
16117
(724) 709-0595

IT’S GREAT
TO BELONG
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